
Biology Department Thesis Proposal Grading Rubric 
Category Excellent Good Acceptable Needs improvement Deficient 

Contribution of 

proposed research 
to field of study 

original study that could 

advance the field and 
prompt further research; 

strong potential for 

publication quality results 

original study that 

could answer a 
specific question, 

some potential for 

publication quality 

results 

study only slightly 

modified from a 
previous one, slight 

potential for 

publication quality 

results 

proposed study 

essentially replicates 
previous work, no 

potential for 

publication quality 

results 

proposed study incomplete/ 

inconclusive, no potential 
for publication quality 

results 

Knowledge of field 

of study 

student demonstrates 

deep, integrated practical 

& theoretical 
understanding of 

background information  

student understands 

most background 

info; cannot explain 
how research relates 

to broader field 

student understands 

only immediate 

background 
information relating to 

the proposed study 

student does not really 

understand 

background 
information relevant to 

the proposed study 

student lacking in 

understanding of the topic 

Methodology student aware of and 

proposes use of modern 
or creative methods or 

technologies to meet 

objective of study; has 
conducted preliminary 

study demonstrating 

suitability of methods 

student aware of and 

proposes use of 
modern methods or 

technologies to meet 

objective of study; 
has some experience 

or training in the 

methods used 

student aware of and 

proposes use of 
adequate methods to 

meet objectives of 

study; student has 
familiarity with the 

methods, but no 

experience in using 

student aware of and 

proposes use of 
methods that are 

marginally adequate to 

meet study objectives; 
student partly or 

mostly unfamiliar with 

the methods 

student proposes methods 

that are not suitable for the 
proposed study; student has 

no awareness or familiarity 

with appropriate methods 

Oral Presentation conference-level 
presentation: student 

gives polished & cohesive 

presentation, can answer 

deep questions  

well-organized 
presentation 

summarizing topic, 

student can answer 

most questions 

presentation conveys 
the basics of the topic 

that was reviewed, 

student can answer 

some questions 

parts of presentation 
unclear / disorganized, 

student has difficulty 

answering most 

questions 

presentation incomplete or 
incomprehensibly delivered 

Overall quality of 

proposal 

Proposed study will very 

likely lead to high quality 

results and thesis with 
very good probability of a 

peer-reviewed (or 

equivalent) publication 

Proposed study 

likely lead to quality 

results and thesis 
with a chance of a 

publication 

Proposed study likely 

to lead to acceptable 

results and thesis with 
a slight possibility of a 

publication 

Proposed study shows 

some potential to lead 

to acceptable results 
and thesis but with 

publication not really 

probable 

Proposed study will not 

lead to acceptable research 

and thesis. 

 


