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Bio	Department	–	Project,	Paper,	and	Lab	Report	Reference	Formatting	
All	references	should	follow	the	Council	of	Science	Editors’	name-year	format,	as	
described	below.		This	format	is	similar	to	APA	format,	but	not	identical.			
The	citation	of	newspaper	or	popular	magazine	articles,	internet-only	resources	
(unless	they	are	affiliated	with	a	peer-reviewed	journal),	or	encyclopedias,	is	
strongly	discouraged,	as	these	are	rarely	cited	in	scientific	journals.			
	
In-text	references	
• In-text	references	will	generally	be	placed	in	parentheses	at	the	end	of	a	
sentence.		“The	Xyz	gene	is	located	on	chromosome	2	(Smith	2007).”	

• Less	commonly,	the	author	will	be	mentioned	outside	of	parentheses,	with	the	
year	following	in	parentheses.		“Smith	(2007)	found	that	the	Xyz	gene	is	located	
on	chromosome	2.”	

• Direct	quotations	from	other	sources	are	very	rarely	found	in	scientific	journal	
articles,	so	you	should	avoid	them.	

Citation	with	one	author	
(Aguade	1998)	
Two	authors	
(Foster	and	Walker	2009)	

Three	or	more	authors	
(Lin	et	al.	2008)	

Multiple	sources	cited	for	the	same	information	(arrange	in	chronological	order)	
(Aguade	1998,	Sabeti	et	al.	2002,	Foster	and	Walker	2009)	
	
Reference	list	at	the	end	of	the	paper	
• References	should	be	arranged	alphabetically	by	the	first	author’s	last	name.	
• The	list	should	have	a	hanging	indent	(the	first	line	of	each	reference	should	be	at	
the	left	margin,	and	any	subsequent	lines	should	be	indented).	

• Each	author’s	name	should	be	listed	as	the	last	name	followed	by	first	and	middle	
initials,	without	periods	(that	is,	John	B.	Smith	would	be	listed	as	Smith	JB).			

• For	article	titles,	only	the	first	word	should	be	capitalized	(with	the	exception	of	
proper	nouns).	

• For	journal	titles	and	book	titles,	all	words	should	be	capitalized	(with	the	
exception	of	minor	words	such	as	“and”,	“the”,	and	so	on).	

• Journal	articles	accessed	online	should	be	cited	with	the	same	format	as	print	
articles,	with	volume	and	page	numbers.		The	URLs	where	articles	were	accessed	
should	not	be	included	(unless	specified	below),	nor	should	Digital	Object	
Identifiers	(DOIs).			

Journal	article	with	one	author	
Aguade	M.		1998.		Different	forces	drive	the	evolution	of	the	Acp26Aa	and	Acp26Ab	

accessory	gland	genes	in	the	Drosophila	melanogaster	species	complex.		Genetics	
150	(3):	1079-1089.	

Author.		Year.		Article	title.		Journal	volume	(issue):	pages.	
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Journal	article	with	two	to	ten	authors	
Lin	S,	Coutinho-Mansfield	G,	Wang	D,	Pandit	S,	Fu	X.		2008.		The	splicing	factor	SC35	

has	an	active	role	in	transcriptional	elongation.		Nature	Structural	&	Molecular	
Biology	15	(8):	819-826.			

Authors.		Year.		Article	title.		Journal	volume	(issue):	pages.	

Journal	article	with	more	than	ten	authors	
Sabeti	PC,	Reich	DE,	Higgins	JM,	Levine	HZ,	Richter	DJ,	Schaffner	SF,	Gabriel	SB,	

Platko	JV,	Patterson	NJ,	McDonald	GJ	et	al.		2002.		Detecting	recent	positive	
selection	in	the	human	genome	from	haplotype	structure.		Nature	419	(6909):	
832-837.			

First	ten	authors	et	al.		Year.		Article	title.		Journal	volume	(issue):	pages.	
Book	
Brooker	RJ.		2011.		Genetics:	Analysis	&	Principles.		4th	ed.		New	York	(NY):	

McGraw-Hill.	
Author(s).		Year.		Book	Title.		Edition.		City	(State	or	Country):	Publisher.	

Article	or	chapter	in	an	edited	book	
Foster	WA,	Walker	ED.		2009.		Mosquitoes	(Culicidae).		In:	Mullen	GR,	Durden	LA,	

editors.		Medical	and	Veterinary	Entomology.		2nd	ed.		pp.	201-253.		Burlington	
(MA):	Academic	Press.	

Author(s).		Year.		Article	title.		In:	Editor(s).		Book	Title.		Pages.		City	(State	or	
Country):	Publisher.	

Thesis	or	dissertation	
Frenke	KB.		1972.		Distribution	of	fecal	coliforms	in	sediments	of	the	New	York	Bight	

[thesis].		Garden	City	(NY):	Adelphi	University.			
Author.		Year.		Title	[thesis	or	dissertation].		City	(State	or	Country):	Institution.	

Institutional	report	
World	Health	Organization.		2010.		World	Malaria	Report	2010.		Geneva	

(Switzerland):	Author.	
Organization.		Year.		Title.		City	(State	or	Country):	Publisher.		
(If	the	report	is	self-published	by	the	organization,	refer	to	the	publisher	as	Author.)	
Article	on	a	professional	website		
Brody	TB.		2011.		Drosophila	behavioral	programs	[Internet].		c1995,	1996.		Society	

for	Developmental	Biology	web	server,	The	Interactive	Fly	website.		[cited	2011	
August	12].		Available	from:	
http://www.sdbonline.org/fly/aimain/6behavior.htm.			

Author(s).		Year	of	last	update	(at	bottom	of	web	page,	if	given).		Article	title	-	
usually	seen	at	top	panel	of	browser	[Internet].		Place	of	publication	(if	known):	
Organization	Name.	[cited	date].		Available	from:	URL.	

(Note	that	if	author	is	not	given,	substitute	organization	name.		If	this	is	not	
available,	substitute	article	title	(and	do	not	repeat	it	after	year).)	


