
To Kill a Mockingbird



Review

1. What are some aspects of Harper Lee’s life that influenced her 
novel and its characters?

2. What are some of the important symbols in the book? What do 
they mean?

3. What are some of the themes in the novel?



Race, Class, and Gender

1. What are some of the historical events that influenced the 
book?

2. What does Scout argue about class and “types of folks”?
3. How does Scout achieve “A small measure of justice”?
4. What is interesting about Calpurnia? What does the speaker 

say about her “double life”?
5. How does the speaker describe Atticus? Give one example he 

uses.
6. Who are potentially the “Mockingbirds” in the story?



Maycomb 

1. How would you describe this town?
2. What kind of people live here? (personalities)
3. Would you like to live here?
4. What are important buildings in this town?



Introduction to Maycomb and the Finch Family

The novel opens with Scout Finch reflecting on her childhood in the small 
town of Maycomb, Alabama. We learn about her father, Atticus Finch, a 
lawyer; her older brother, Jem; and their friend, Dill, who visits every 
summer. This chapter sets the stage for the story, introducing us to the 
sleepy town, its rigid social structure, and the mysterious Radley house, 
where the reclusive Boo Radley lives.



Learning Empathy

What does atticus teach Scout about empathy? What words 
does he use?

Is this a convincing argument in your opinion?

Why do you think this lesson will be important for the rest of the 
story?



Atticus Teaches Scout about Empathy

After Scout has a tough day at school, Atticus gives her one of 
the most important lessons in the novel: "You never really 
understand a person until you consider things from his point of 
view… until you climb into his skin and walk around in it." This 
advice becomes a central theme throughout the story as Scout 
learns to see the world through others' perspectives.



Atticus takes the case

Why do you think he decided to take his legal 
case/defense?

What do we learn about his personality?

What do we learn about the personalities of the 
other people in Maycomb from their reactions?



Atticus Takes on Tom Robinson's Case

In this chapter, we learn that Atticus has been appointed to defend 
Tom Robinson, a Black man accused of raping a white woman, 
Mayella Ewell. When Scout’s cousin, Francis, calls Atticus a 
"n****r-lover," Scout fights him, demonstrating the tension and 
prejudices surrounding the case. Atticus explains to Scout that he’s 
defending Tom because it's the right thing to do, even if it’s 
unpopular, emphasizing the theme of moral integrity.



Mockingbirds

What does he say about killing Mockingbirds?

Do you think the children listen to him?

Which characters will represent mockingbirds 
later in the story?



The Symbolism of the Mockingbird

Atticus tells Scout and Jem that it's a sin to kill a mockingbird 
because they only sing and bring beauty to the world. Miss 
Maudie reinforces this idea, explaining that mockingbirds are 
harmless creatures that shouldn’t be hurt. This becomes a 
symbol for innocence and goodness, connecting to characters 
like Tom Robinson and Boo Radley, who are unjustly harmed by 
society.



Calpurnia Takes Scout and Jem to Her Church

What do the children learn about the churches community?

What does this show about Maycombs community?

Why do you think she brought the children to the church?



Calpurnia Takes Scout and Jem to Her Church

Calpurnia, the Finch family's Black housekeeper, takes Scout and 
Jem to her African American church, where they experience racial 
differences from a new perspective. The children witness the 
solidarity and compassion of the Black community and gain insight 
into Calpurnia’s life, highlighting the racial divides within Maycomb.



The Mob at the jail 

● Which characters are in this scene? How are they feeling?
● What does Atticus ask the children to do? Why do you think they 

don’t?
● What does scout say to Mr. Cunningham? Why do you think this 

affects him?
● What happens after this? What would have happened if the 

children weren’t there?



The Mob at the Jail https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oaVuVu5KXuE

One of the novel's most tense moments occurs when a mob confronts 
Atticus at the jail, intending to lynch Tom Robinson before the trial. Scout 
innocently steps forward and recognizes Mr. Cunningham, addressing him 
politely and reminding him of his humanity. Her actions disperse the mob, 
illustrating the power of empathy and innocence.


