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Plan 

Review with students what question they’re answering

Brave new world 

The author

The book themes…



Aldous Huxley

Aldous Huxley: A Visionary of Dystopian Literature

Aldous Huxley (1894–1963) was a British writer and philosopher, best 
known for his thought-provoking dystopian novel Brave New World
(1932). Born into a family rich in scientific and literary heritage, Huxley 
was the grandson of biologist Thomas Henry Huxley and the brother of 
scientist Julian Huxley. Despite suffering from an eye condition that 
nearly blinded him, Huxley pursued a distinguished academic career 
at Oxford University and became an influential intellectual.



Huxley’s works spanned numerous genres, including novels, 
essays, poetry, and screenplays, but he is most remembered 
for his explorations of futuristic societies, scientific 
advancement, and the ethical implications of technology. 
Brave New World presents a society where human freedom 
is sacrificed for stability and happiness, achieved through 
technological control and psychological manipulation—a 
chilling vision of a potential future.



Throughout his career, Huxley also wrote about mysticism, 
philosophy, and human consciousness, later becoming a 
proponent of mind-expanding substances, which he explored 
in his non-fiction works like The Doors of Perception (1954). 
His reflections on technology, human nature, and societal 
control remain relevant today, making him one of the most 
enduring voices in 20th-century literature.



Huxley on Technodicators 

What is the whole idea of freedom based?

What does he say about overpopulation? 

He talks about specific devices that limit our freedom? What are they and how do 
they limit us?

What substance did create in his books and what does it do?

What does he say about the subconscious and those in power?



Brave New World

What is the setting of the book? What does dystopian mean?

What the director say about the principles of the world state?

Which characters are not happy with this world state?

What is John shocked by in society?

What happens at the climax of the novel?



Characters

How does John learn to read?

What two worlds does Mustapha know about?

Why is Bernard not a radical?

How is Watson different to Bernard?

What example of Shallowness do we see in Lenina?



Themes

What is the primary method of control in Brave New World? 

What has the strongest effect on identity in the novel?

Who are the free in this society?

What is the backbone of the world state stability?

What characters feel alienation in the novel?



What does a “perfect society” look like to you?

● Explore what factors make up an ideal world?

How do you think technological advancements can affect human emotions 
and relationships?

● Discuss how technology in the modern world has changed the way people 
connect and interact?

In what ways do governments and societies attempt to control people?



What are the potential dangers of a society that prioritizes comfort and happiness over truth and freedom?

● Consider what happens when people give up personal autonomy in exchange for guaranteed happiness and security. Would 
you accept this trade-off?

How important is individuality in shaping a society?

● Debate whether individuality or conformity is more beneficial for maintaining social order. Can you think of a situation where 
individuality would be discouraged?

Do you think humans would be happier if they lived in a world without emotional pain, fear, or struggle?

● Discuss whether eliminating negative experiences would make life more fulfilling or whether challenges are necessary for 
personal growth and meaning.


