
A handmaid's tale



Pt2

Plan:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PubyDwbNqYA

Quiz to review 

Blooket

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PubyDwbNqYA


Margaret Atwood

What caused a “stir” in american society? 

What feeling did she experience behind the iron curtain?

What regime was Atwood living under? What historical 
regimes does the novel recall?





When does the issue of theocracy take us back to in time?

Why did the author set the novel in the United States? 

What was America founded on according to Atwood?

What movement started in the 1980s? What were its ideas?

How does the character Serena Joy previous career connect 
these ideas?



Literary Context 

Which authors does she mention?

Instead of critical dystopia what does she call her novel? What does the author 
say about the ideologies in the book?

What does the author want us to do while reading? What real world example does 
the speaker use?

What quote of Atwoods does the speaker give? What does it mean?



The Handmaid's Tale Part 1

What real life reports influenced Atwoods background research for her 
novel?

How is the world the novel set in described?

What are the different classes of people?

The speaker describes feelings left over from the past in the room. 
Describe them.

What does the speaker say about progress and our expectations?



What ceremony is the character forced to do?

What does he say about reducing peoples humanity in the 
novel?

Who are the heroines? How are they heroic?

How does the author define speculative fiction?



Discussion questions 

What totalitarian societies are similar to this one in? Describe 
the life of the people there.



Plan pt 3

Themes? From this video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlBuLs7iztM&t=174s

Atwood on speculative fiction 

quiz

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlBuLs7iztM&t=174s

