
English 2
English Grammar 2 (Intermediate)

Syllabus - Spring semester 2011 – 2012, Year 1

Pre-requisites: Intensive English 1
No. of hours: 45 (15 weeks; 3h/week); 1½ h-midterm; 2-h final examination and evaluation
Professor: Mrs. Raluca Tanasescu
E-mail: raluca.tanasescu@ttu.edu.vn

Course description:
Intermediate  English  Grammar  is  a  systematic  and  rigorous  survey  of  the  structure  of 
contemporary English grammar pitched at intermediate non-native students. The course also 
explores  the  usage problems associated  with  contemporary  grammar  in  both  speech and 
writing. 
Course objectives:

1. review verb tenses related to present, past, and future time frames, as well as auxiliary 
and modal verbs;

2. master the grammatical uses and forms of all parts of speech;
3. teach and practice other grammar structures according to students’ needs, as part of an 

intensive remedial program.
B. Course Readings and Materials

1. Murphy, Raymond.  English Grammar in Use – Reference and Practice for English  
Intermediate Students, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989.
2.  Walker,  Elaine,  Elsworth,  Steve,  Grammar  Practice  for  Intermediate  Students – 
Longman University Press, 2000.
2. Bring pen, paper and the text books to each and every class. 
3. A folder with lined loose-leaf paper to be used for assignments and hand-outs. 
4. A good English dictionary and a thesaurus.

Lectures

Week 1 – January 30 – February 3
The Sentence

1. Sentence word order. The simple sentence: verbs with and without objects; direct and 
indirect objects. The compound sentence.

2. The complex sentence: noun clauses; relative pronouns and clauses; defining and non-
defining  clauses;  time,  place,  manner;  reason  and  contrast;  purpose,  result,  and 
comparison; present participle constructions; perfect and past participle constructions.

Week 2 – February 6 – February 10
Nouns and Articles

1. Nouns: one-word nouns; compound nouns; countable and uncountable nouns; number; 
gender; agreement between subject and verb.

2. The genitive  case.  Articles:  definite,  indefinite,  and zero  article.  People  and places; 
holidays, time of the day, meals, etc. 
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Week 3 – February 13 – February 17
The Present and Future Tense

1. The Present Simple; The Present Progressive;  
2. The Future. Will and going to; shall; be to + infinitive.

Week 4 – February 20 – February 24
Pronouns 

1. Personal pronouns; One; It; one/some/any/none; possessive adjectives and pronouns.
2. Reflexives; demonstrative adjectives/pronouns.

Week 5 – February 27 – March 2
Determiners and Quantifiers

1. Quantifiers  +  countable  and uncountable  nouns;  general  and  specific  references  to 
quantity; uses of some, any, no, and none.

2. Much, many, a lot of, (a) few, (a) little, fewer, less; both and all; each and every; all (the); 
(a/the) whole; another, (the) other(s); either, neither, each.

Week 6 – March 5 – March 9
Adjectives

1. Formation of adjectives; position. Degrees of comparison; ungradable adjectives;
2. Adjectives  that  behave like  nouns;  -ed/-ing  endings;  participle  adjectives;  adjectives 

after  be,  seem,  etc;  too,  (not)  very,  (not)  enough,  so  and  such.  Prepositions  after 
adjectives.

Week 7 – March 12 – March 16
Adverbs and Conjunctions

1. Adverbs of manner, time, and frequency; adverbial phrases of duration.
2. Adverbs of degree; intensifiers; focus adverbs; viewpoint adverbs; connecting adverbs 

and inversion.

Week 8 – March 19 – March 23
Prepositions and Adverb Particles

1. Prepositions,  adverb  particles,  and  conjunctions;  prepositions  of  movement  and 
position; prepositions of time.

2. Particular prepositions and particles: comparison/contrasts. 

Week 9 – March 26 – March 28 
Midterms & Holiday

Week 10 – April 2 – April 6
Be, Have, Do, and Make; The Imperative

1. Be as a full  verb;  there +  be;  have and  have got;  do as a full  verb;  do  and other 
auxiliaries for emphasis. 

2. The Imperative and instructions.



Week 11 – April 9 – April 13
Past Tenses

1. Past Tense Simple and Continuous; used to and would;
2. Past Perfect Simple and Continuous.

Week 12 – April 16 – April 20
Phrasal Verbs

1. Type 1 and 2 – verb + preposition (transitive); verb + particle (transitive);
2. Type 3 and 4 – verb + particle (intransitive); verb + particle + preposition (transitive).

Week 13 – April 23 – April 27
Present Perfect and If-Clauses

1. Present Perfect Simple and Continuous. Contrast with Past Tense.
2. If-Clauses. Other ways of expressing conditions. 

Week 14 – May 2 – May 4 –   2-day holiday  
Passive Voice

1. Passive Voice. Verbs confused with the passive.  Forming and using passive sentences. 
get/have something done; be/get used to. Reporting with passive verbs.

Week 15 – May 7 – May 11
Modal Verbs

1. Ability and inability;  permission and prohibition;  willingness, likelihood,  and certainty;  
possibility and probability.

2. Offers, requests, and suggestions; need and advice; wishes and preferences.

Week 16 – May 14 – May 18
Direct and Indirect Speech; to and –ing form

1. Direct and indirect speech: direct speech; reporting verbs:  say,  tell, and  ask; indirect 
statements and questions; when to use indirect speech; tag-questions.

2. Infinitive and –ing form: bare infinitive and to infinitive; (bare) infinitive or –ing form; 

Week 17 – May 21 – May 24
Exam week

Course Policies

1. English only, please!
2. Class attendance:  Yes, please! This is an intensive language class that will  move very 
quickly, so regular attendance is very important for success. All students are required to come 
to class on time. This is a speaking/listening course that requires your attendance and, most  
importantly,  participation.  Come to class prepared to  discuss the topics and to  show your 
teachers and colleagues you are really interested in our work. A student who is absent more 
than 30% of the class periods will be removed from the course with a failing grade. If a student 
expects  to  be  absent  for  more  than  two  consecutive  classes,  he  or  she  must  gain  the 



permission of the instructor in advance.  Otherwise, the student may be removed from the 
course.
3. Assignment deadlines: Know your deadlines and respect them. Unless otherwise indicated 
in the course syllabus, the submission dates of specific writing assignments will be announced 
in class.  
4. Original work:  Most of your assignments are to be undertaken and completed in class.  
5.  Computer  access:   All  students are required to  have access to  a computer  system on 
campus, with internet connection, and with a current version of Microsoft Office Word.
6. Cell phones:  Please turn off your cell phones at the beginning of class. Noisy classrooms 
are great, as long as the noise is productive!
7. Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is copying the work of someone else and presenting it as your own 
work.  All work submitted by TTU students must be their own.  Every source of information in 
your work must be identified properly.  Examples of plagiarism include: 
a) copying work from the Internet and submitting it to your professor as your own work; 
b) failure to cite (name) the source of an idea, a phrase, sentence or paragraph in a report,  
essay, research paper, class presentation or other assignment; 
c)  use  of  someone  else's  data  in  laboratory  reports  or  someone  else's  answers  to  math 
problem sets. 
Your professors will discuss plagiarism with your class and give specific examples of ways to 
avoid plagiarism and how you should give proper credit to your sources of information. All TTU 
students are expected to follow these rules. Failure to do so can result in serious penalties,  
including expulsion from the university.

Evaluation and Grading
The grade for the course is a cumulative grade reflecting the quality of work in all assignments 
throughout the semester:

Attendance 10 points = 10%
Participation in class 30 points = 30%
4 x progress evaluation (every 3 weeks) 20 points = 20%
Mid-term exam 10 points = 15%
Final Presentation project 25 points = 25%

Grades
93 – 100% = A
90 – 92% = A-
86 – 89% = B+ 80 – 85% = B
76 – 79% = B-
70 – 75% = C+ 66 – 69% = C
60 – 65% = C-
56 – 59% = D Below 55 = F

A student’s participation is an essential component of the course, measured by their active  
participation in class by speaking, communicating with their peers, and engaging in pair and 
group work.


