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Information on the TOEFL® 'BT 

, TOEFL® iBT Format 

Test Section Form Timing 	Score 
. 	_ 	. 

r Reading 	• 3-5 passages, about 700 words each. 

• 12-14 questions for each passage. 

60-100 
minutes 

30 

Listening 	• 2-3 conversations, each has 12-25 information exchanges, and 	60-90 	30 

5 questions. 	 minutes 

• 4-6 lectures. Each lecture is about 500-800 words long, 
followed by 6 questions. 

BREAK 
	

10 minutes 

Speaking 	• 2 independent tasks 
	 20 minutes 	30 

(preparation time: 15 seconds; speaking time: 45 seconds) 

Question (1): Your response should be based on personal 
experience about a familiar topic. 

Question (2): You are to say what you prefer out of two possible 
actions, situations, or opinions given in the question. 

• 2 integrated listening/reading/speaking tasks 
(preparation time: 30 seconds; speaking time: 60 seconds) 

Question (3): You will read a short reading passage (75-100 
words) on the computer screen about a topic of campus-related 
interest, then listen to 2 people (or in some cases, one person) 
discussing that topic and expressing an opinion about the topic 
from the reading (about 150-180 words). Then you will be asked a 
question based on what you have read and what you have heard. 

Question (4): You will read a short passage (75-100 words) 
about an academic subject and listen to a professor giving a brief 
excerpt from a lecture on that subject. You will then be asked a 
question to answer based on what you have read and heard. 

• 2 integrated listening/speaking tasks 
(preparation time: 20 seconds; speaking time: 60 seconds) 

Question (5): You will listen to a short conversation (180-220 
words) about a campus-related situation and respond to a 
question based on what you have heard. 

Question (6): You will listen to a professor giving a brief excerpt 
(230-280 words) from a lecture on an academic subject and then 
respond to a question about what you have heard. 

• An integrated task: Read/Listen/Write (20 minutes) 	 50 minutes 
You are to read the reading passage (about 230-300 words) for 
3 minutes, and listen to a short lecture related to the reading 
(230-300 words/ 2 minutes). Then you will write a summary 
(150-225 words) of what the speaker said about the reading 
passage. 

• An independent task: (30 minutes) 
You are to give an opinion about a general topic or a topic of 
interest to students. 
You should write at least 300 words. 

Writing 30 
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2. Main Features of TOEFL iBT 

TOEFL iBT is delivered via the Internet in secure test centers around the world. The "iBT" in 
the title of the test stands for "Internet-based testing." The test is 4 — 4 1/2 hours long with 
all sections to be completed in one day. 

It tests all four language skills that are important for effective communication: speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing. Testtakers should take all four sections. The Speaking and 
Writing sections have integrated tasks, which measure the ability to combine and 
communication about information from more than one source. Grammar is no longer a 
separate component, but is tested indirectly throughout the test. 

Note taking is allowed. Testtakers can take notes on any section of the test, and they can 
use those notes when answering the questions. However, for security purposes, they 
should leave their notes behind after taking the test. 

In the Listening section, some lectures may include Canadian, British, or Australian accents. 
However, since a great majority of the actual listening test materials are in American 
English, testtakers should not worry too much about accent varieties. 

The Writing section requires testtakers to type a response to material they have heard and 
read, and to compose an essay in support of an opinion. Trained and certified human 
scorers also rate the responses to the Writing tasks via ETS's Online Scoring Network. 

The TOEFL iBT scores are reported online. Testtakers can view scores online fifteen 
business days after the test, as well as receive a copy of their score report by mail. 
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B Information on the Independent Writing Task 

Components of the Independent Writing Essay 
For this task, you are presented with a question, and you have 30 minutes to write an essay 

in response. 
In general, your essay should consist of 3 parts: 

Introduction 
There are two main components of a good introduction: 
An opening sentence with an attention grabber: This could 
be a question, a shocking statement, a quotation, or dramatic 
statistics/facts to make the reader interested in your essay. 

A thesis statement: This sentence gives the reader some hint 
about what you will say about the topic and presents your 
opinion about it. 

Body 
The body of an essay generally consists of 2-3 paragraphs 
supporting the thesis statement. Each paragraph should have: 

A topic sentence: A topic sentence is a full sentence which 
helps address the thesis statement and prepares the reader 
for understanding the scope and direction of the corresponding 
paragraph. 

Supporting details: These are examples, episodes, or facts 
which explain what the paragraph is about and directly support 
the main idea expressed in the topic sentence. 

You may want to restate your topic sentence or give a summary 
of a paragraph before moving on to the next one. 

Conclusion 

The concluding paragraph brings a closure to the essay. 
It may consist of: 

A restatement of the thesis with new wording. 
A summary of all the main ideas discussed in the body. 
A closing sentence to leave the reader with something to think about. 

www.nhantriviet.com  
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Score 	 Task Description 

5 	I  An essay at this level largely accomplishes all of the following: 

• Effectively addresses the topic and task 

• Is well organized and well developed, using clearly appropriate explanations, exemplifications, 
and/or details 

• DisplayS unity, progression, and coherence 

• Displays consistent facility in the use of language, demonstrating syntactic variety, appropriate 
word choice, and idiomaticity, though it may have minor lexical or grammatical errors 

4 	An essay at this level largely accomplishes all of the following: 

• Addresses the topic and task well, though some points may not be fully elaborated 

• Is generally well organized and well developed, using appropriate and sufficient explanations, 
exemplifications, and/or details 

• Displays unity, progression, and coherence, though it may contain occasional redundancy, 
digression, or unclear connections 

• Displays facility in the use of language, demonstrating syntactic variety and range of vocabulary, 
though it will probably have occasional noticeable minor errors in structure, word form, or use of 
idiomatic language that do not interfere with meaning 

An essay at this level is marked by one or more of the following: 

• Addresses the topic and task using somewhat developed explanations, exemplifications, and/or 
details 

• Displays unity, progression, and coherence, though connection of ideas may be occasionally 
obscured 

• May demonstrate inconsistent facility in sentence formation and word choice that may result in 
lack of clarity and occasionally obscure meaning 

• May display accurate but limited range of syntactic structures and vocabulary 

2 
	

An essay at this level may reveal one or more of the following weaknesses: 

• Limited development in response to the topic and task 

• Inadequate organization or connection of ideas 

• Inappropriate or insufficient exemplifications, explanations, or details to support or illustrate 
generalizations in response to the task 

• A noticeably inappropriate choice of words or word forms 

• An accumulation of errors in sentence structure and/or usage 

1 
	

An essay at this level is seriously flawed by one or more of the following weaknesses: 

• Serious disorganization or underdevelopment 

• Little or no detail, or irrelevant specifics, or questionable responsiveness to the task 

• Serious and frequent errors in sentence structure or usage 

0 	An essay at this level merely copies words from the topic, rejects the topic, or is otherwise not 
connected to the topic, is written in a foreign language, consists of keystroke characters, or is blank. 

2. Independent Writing Essay Rubric 

Two human raters will judge the quality of essays based on the official scoring rubric below. 
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3. Independent Writing Task Tips 

Manage your time wisely 
For the Independent Writing Task, you have to type your 300-word essay in just 30 minutes, 
so it is essential that you keep track of your time and try to finish the essay by the time the 
clock counts down to 4-5 minutes. Ideally you should spend one minute to read and 
understand the topic, 5-6 minutes to brainstorm and organize ideas and 20 minutes to type 
in your essay. Use the remaining time to check your work and make final changes. 

Make sure that you understand the topic 
It is important that you write to respond to the topic, not just to be writing. The quality of your 
ideas and the effectiveness with which you express them are most important to the raters. If 
you do not address the topic properly, you cannot hope to get a high score no matter how 
well your grammar or use of words is demonstrated. 

Express your opinions clearly 
You should be clear as to whether you support or oppose the idea presented in the given 
topic. To earn a high score, you need to avoid repetitions of ideas, digression and unclear 
arguments, which make it hard to the reader to understand which side you are on. 

Keep your essay organized 
If an essay is organized, the reader will find it easy to read it from the beginning to end 
without confusion. Decide on the main ideas of your essay and how they are connected to 
each other. All the points you make should relate to the topic of the essay and the main ideas 
you are presenting, otherwise your work will not achieve "unity," "progression" and 
"coherence", as defined clearly in the scoring rubric for Score 5. 

Use the vocabulary and structure you know well 
The TOEFL essay is not meant to assess your language creativity or style, but to judge 
whether you are able to write standard essays in an academic environment; therefore, 
instead of taking the risk of making errors by using complicated structure and unfamiliar 
vocabulary, it is wiser to employ those you know well and are sure about to express your 
ideas clearly and effectively. 

Use transition words (connectors) to link ideas 
Transition words are like signposts. They help establish the link between one idea and 
another smoothly and help the reader follow your ideas. A list of commonly used transition 
words is provided on page 11. 

Practice typing on the computer 
As TOEFL iBT requires testtakers to type their essays directly to the computer, it is obvious 
that those who cannot type or are not very good at typing are at a disadvantage. Practice 
typing on the computer on a regular basis so that on the test day, the only thing you have to 
focus on is how to organize your ideas and express them effectively, not how to manage to 
type them all to the computer before the clock counts down to zero! 
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Relationship 	 Transition words 

Expressing 
	

in my opinion, in my view, from my point of view, personally, I think, 
opinions 	I believe, it seems that, it appears that 

111.  Addition 	and, also, besides, furthermore, moreover, in addition, additionally 

Comparison 	also, as, like, likewise, similarly, in the same way, correspondingly 

lip 

 

Contrast 
but, yet, still, though, although, whereas, while, however, nevertheless, instead, 

in comparison, in contrast, on the contrary, on the other hand, otherwise 

Sequence 
first, second, third, next, then, finally, most importantly, last but not least, 

for one thing, simultaneously, at the same time 

Illustration 	for example, for instance, to illustrate, to give a specific example 

Consequence 	because, now that, so, hence, therefore, thus, as a result, consequently 

Emphasis 	certainly, indeed, truly, definitely, to be sure, in fact, as a matter of fact 

Concession 
	however, nevertheless, admittedly, although, even though, though, whereas, 

despite the fact that, in spite of the fact that 

Restatement 	in other words, that is, just to reiterate 

Summary 	all in all, in summary, in conclusion, in short, overall, finally, lastly 

4 Useful Transition Words 
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Brainstorming 
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Brainstorming 	9 

First, you have to read the essay topic carefully, then 
study the sample chart and begin to brainstorm ideas on 
your own. Make sure that you understand what the essay 
topic is about and state clearly whether you support or 
oppose the opinion presented in the topic. The more ideas 
you brainstorm, the better it is, and your essay should be 
in the direction of supporting or opposing the opinion 
depending on the greater number of ideas you come up 
with for one side during your brainstorming session. 

Outlining 

Refer to the sample outline provided and fill in the essay 
outline with your own thesis statement and the topic 
sentences together with supporting details/examples. 
Then restate the thesis with new wording in the 
conclusion. Although the two steps of brainstorming and 
outlining may take place concurrently in the actual test, it 
is necessary to practice them in sequence to see how the 
process of writing an essay develops. 

Class Attendance at University 
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Writing Your Draft 

Begin writing your draft with an opening sentence for the 
introduction. A good opening sentence should have an 
attention grabber to draw the reader's interest in what you 
are going to present. Then comes the thesis statement 
which states clearly your opinion about the topic. In the 
body of your essay, draft the supporting details to each of 
the topic sentences. Finally, write a restatement of the 
thesis, a summary of all the main ideas and a closing 
sentence for the conclusion of the essay. 

Writing Your Draft 

s de4reOle to maYeatten.0 dam. opoottelIort.ersity students? 

0 111. Stilornent 

Students shout" attend • Cr. rem. 01 ellt. ordat to Nes 

A Tope er.. 
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Completing Your Essay 

 

Completing Your Essay 
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Use sottofte reasons text exempt. to mt.. your ans. 

Now that you have finished writing your draft, spend the 
remaining time to edit it. Make sure that you write the 
introduction in one paragraph, the body in two and the 
conclusion in a separate one. Also make sure that the 
whole essay should be in 300 words or more. Practice 
typing the essay to the computer to familiarize yourself 
with the actual test condition. 

Use the checklist provided with each question to make 
sure that your essay has all the necessary components. 

Sample Essay 

Check your work against the sample essay and study the 
organization of ideas as well as the expressions from the 
sample. The sample essay has the length of 300-310 
words and meets all the criteria for Score 5 Essays set by 
ETS. 
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some will only do tests or papers 

not fair to those attending regularly 

• learn information not in textbooks 

• have class discussions 

• professors answer questions 

Thesis statement 

I disagree 

Topic sentence 1 	 Topic sentence 	2 

lose chance to learn 	 simply unfair 

Topic sentence 1 

• 

• 

• 

   

Class Attendance at University 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

University students should not be required to attend classes. Instead, they should be able to receive 

credits through a final test or paper. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

ar-E-An-atrarrnng 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

14 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement Students should attend a certain number of classes in order to pass. 

• Topic sentence 1 Going to class gives students a chance to learn, which is the point of college. 

Example 	Professors often teach information in class that is not in the textbook, hold class 

 

discussions, and answer students' questions. 

 

       

       

       

• Topic sentence 2 It is simply unfair to some students to make attending classes optional. 

Some students will attempt to get credits through a one-time test or paper while others 

attend class regularly to pass their courses. 

 

Example 

 

   

• Conclusion 	Universities should require students to attend classes in order to give them more 

opportunities to expand their knowledge and to be fair to every student. 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

/112trOdUth/0//t 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Is it desirable to make attending classes optional tor university students? 

B Thesis Statement 

Semple 
	Students should attend a certain number of classes in order to pass. 

On Your 9  ° 

go 1 
A Topic Sentence 

.Sample Going to class gives students a chance to learn, which is the point of college. 

On Your Own.„. 

     

B Supporting Details 

If students do not attend class, they will lose ample opportunities to get more knowledge. 

For example, professors often teach information in class that is not in the textbook. 

Many of them also hold class discussions for students to talk about various topics. In 

addition, students constantly ask their professors questions in class, and the professors' 

explanations can provide them with much additional knowledge. Students who skip class, 

however, will miss these opportunities to interact with other students and increase their 

knowledge. 

On Your Own 
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Class Attendance at University 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

It is simply unfair to some students to make attending classes optional. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

111E=21111 I firmly believe that all students should get equal treatment. However, if students are 

allowed to attend their classes only when they want to, some of them will choose to skip 

their classes and attempt to get credits through a one-time test or paper. This is definitely 

unfair to other students who try to attend classes regularly and take every test to pass their 

courses. Therefore, all the students should attend classes and do the same work in class. 

COXCLit/Ciatt 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Attending classes should be mandatory for university students to get credits. 

B Summary & Closing 

AMIZZIAli By skipping classes, they will lose valuable opportunities to expand their knowledge. 

Also, it simply is not fair for some students skip class but still be allowed to complete their 

studies. I know that when I attend college, I am going to do my best to attend every one of 

my classes. 

www.nhantriviet.com 
	 17 



Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

University students should not be required to attend classes. Instead, they should be able to receive 
credits through a final test or paper. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 
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Class Attendance at University 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Mi-roduatior 1. an opening sentence ❑ 0 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 

Body 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 
4. specific and enough details El 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

Con d,us,iot 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
7. a summary of the main points 0 0 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] Is it desirable to make attending classes optional for university students? Some people 

believe so, but I disagree. [Thesis statement] Students should not be allowed to receive credits by just 

writing a paper or taking a test. Instead, they ought to attend a certain number of classes in order to pass. 

[Topic sentence 1] Going to class gives students a chance to learn, which is the point of college. [Supporting 

details] If students do not attend class, they will lose ample opportunities to get more knowledge. For 

example, professors often teach information in class that is not in the textbook. Many of them also hold 

class discussions for students to talk about various topics. In addition, students constantly ask their 

professors questions in class, and the professors' explanations can provide them with much additional 

knowledge. Students who skip class, however, will miss these opportunities to interact with other 

students and increase their knowledge. 

[Topic sentence 2] Furthermore, it is simply unfair to some students to make attending classes optional. 

[Supporting details] I firmly believe that all students should get equal treatment. However, if students are 

allowed to attend their classes only when they want to, some of them will choose to skip their classes 

and attempt to get credits through a one-time test or paper. This is definitely unfair to other students who 

try to attend classes regularly and take every test to pass their courses. Therefore, all the students should 

attend classes and do the same work in class. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Attending classes should be mandatory for university students to get credits. 

[Summary] By skipping classes, they will lose valuable opportunities to expand their knowledge. Also, it 

simply is not fair for some students to skip class but still be allowed to complete their studies. 	I 

know that when I attend college, I am going to do my best to attend every one of my classes. 
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Brains rrnmg: 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

inside the classroom 
4g. 

Topic sentence 2 

learn about being 

responsible 

• do group projects at school • learn by having daily homework 

• got A on a science project by • no homework = bad grade 

cooperating • try hard on homework —> responsibility 

Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 

• 

• 

• 

Where to Learn the Most 
Important Lessons 

Some people say that students learn the most important things in life inside the classroom. Others 

believe that they learn the most important lessons of life outside the classroom. Which opinion do you 

agree with? Why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

20 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement  Students learn the most important things about life while in the classroom. 

• Topic  sentence 1 At school, students learn to cooperate, which is essential for anyone to be a winner in his 

or her life. 

Example 	I recently did a group. project in science class with other students and learned that 

we must work together in order to do well in life. 

• Topic sentence 2 School teaches students to be responsible for what they do. 

Example 	Most of my teachers assign daily homework because they want the students to learn 

about responsibility. 

• Conclusion 	Inside the classroom, students learn the value of working with others and the importance 

of being responsible for what they do. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

AtilrOdifitaLiag 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

Many students I know believe they learn nothing useful about life in class. 

B Thesis Statement 

Students learn the most important things about life while in the classroom. 

So 
A Topic Sentence 

At school, we learn to cooperate, which is essential for anyone to be a winner in his or her life. 

On Your Own 

     

      

B Supporting Details 

     

Sample 
	

Life is so complicated that it is virtually impossible to do anything alone. That is why 

teachers assign group projects. They are showing that we must cooperate to succeed. 

Since group projects involve so much work, no one could possibly do them alone. I recently 

did a group project in science class with four other students. Initially, it was hard because 

we all had different personalities. But we learned to work together, so we got an A on it. I 

learned a valuable lesson: We must work together in order to do well in life. 

On Your Own 

22 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



Where to Learn the Most Important Lessons 

SO 2 

A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

School also teaches students to be responsible for what they do. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
This is the main reason teachers assign so many homework assignments and projects. 

They want students to learn about responsibility. For example, most of my teachers assign 

daily homework that I must do by myself. I can, of course, choose not to do it, but I will 

get a bad grade. However, if I try hard and do well, I will be rewarded with a good grade. 

Ultimately, school teaches me that it is my responsibility either to pass or fail in my work. 

This is just like life; you can only become successful by being responsible. 

Cat(tda/i/i011, 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

School is the best place for students to learn the most important things about life. 

B Summary & Closing 

We learn the value of working with others, and we also learn that it is through responsibility 

that we become successful. These are two lessons I will remember long after having 

graduated from school. 

www.nhantriviet.com 	 23 



TOEFL® iBT Writing 

00:30:00 

Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Some people say that students learn the most important things in life inside the classroom. Others 
believe that they learn the most important lessons of life outside the classroom. Which opinion do you 
agree with? Why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Where to Learn the Most Important Lessons 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Zc -roduciient 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 
2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 
4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 
5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

CoPtclost 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 
7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] Many students I know believe they learn nothing useful about life in class. I feel they 

are wrong. [Thesis statement] In actuality, students learn the most important things about life while in the 

classroom. 

[Topic sentence 1] At school, we learn to cooperate, which is essential for anyone to be a winner in his or 

her life. [Supporting details] Life is so complicated that it is virtually impossible to do anything alone. That is 

why teachers assign group projects. They are showing that we must cooperate to succeed. Since group 

projects involve so much work, no one could possibly do them alone. I recently did a group project in 

science class with four other students. Initially, it was hard because we all had different personalities. But 

we learned to work together, so we got an A on it. I learned a valuable lesson: We must work together in 

order to do well in life. 

[Topic sentence 2] School also teaches students to be responsible for what they do. [Supporting details] This 

is the main reason teachers assign so many homework assignments and projects. They want students 

to learn about responsibility. For example, most of my teachers assign daily homework that I must do by 

myself. I can, of course, choose not to do it, but I will get a bad grade. However, if I try hard and do well, 

I will be rewarded with a good grade. Ultimately, school teaches me that it is my responsibility either to 

pass or fail in my work. This is just like life; you can only become successful by being responsible. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Clearly, school is the best place for students to learn the most important things 

about life. [Summary] We learn the value of working with others, and we also learn that it is through 

responsibility that we become successful. [Closing] These are two lessons I will remember long after 

having graduated from school. 
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EirsArisitt)ntang 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

Topic sentence 1 

graduate well- 

rounded students 

• not at college only to study 

• need access to athletic facilities 

• need to join clubs & social activities 

Topic sentence 2 

improve schools' 

reputations 

• Duke & USC - sports teams 

• Harvard - student newspaper 

• attract better students 

Thesis statement 

• 

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 ' 

Equal Support for Extracurriculars 
and Academics? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Universities should give the same financial support to their students' sports and social activities as 

they give to their classes and libraries. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statemen Universities should provide the same amount of funding for sports and social activities 

as they do for academics. 

• Topic sentence 1  The goal of a university is to graduate well-rounded students. 

Example 	Students must have access to well-funded athletic facilities and need to join clubs and 

take part in activities like student government. 

• Topic sentence 2 Being known for its athletic teams or social activities can improve a university's 

reputation. 

Example 	Many American schools with outstanding sports teams or with other well-known clubs 

can attract better students and therefore improve the school's reputation. 

• Conclusion 	By supporting sports and social activities as well as academics, the university will 

produce well-rounded students and also improve its reputation. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

   

     

• Topic sentence 1 

   

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

AtifrOdadiOn, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Is it important for universities to provide financial support to sports and social activities? 

On Your Own 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 

	

	
I think that universities should provide the same amount of funding for these activities as 

they do for academics. 

godr 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

The goal of a university is to graduate well-rounded students. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
This can only happen if students have access to well-funded athletic facilities and social 

activities. Students do not go to college just to study. While improving their minds is 

important, they can also improve themselves in ways other than academics. For example, 

they need to have access to excellent athletic facilities to take care of their bodies. They 

also need to join clubs and take part in activities like student government to pursue their 

interests and broaden their social experiences. Having active athletic and social lives will 

help students increase the overall quality of their lives. 
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.,.  

Equal Support for Extracurriculars and Academics? 

Body 2 
A Topic. Sentence 

Sample 
	

Being known for its athletic teams or social activities can improve a university's reputation. 

B Supporting Details 

This, in turn, can make the school more prestigious and therefore make it appealing to 

better students. For example, many American colleges with outstanding athletic teams—

like Duke in basketball and the University of Southern California in football—gain positive 

attention from people. And student newspapers like those at Harvard and at other 

universities can also become well known globally. These nonacademic groups can help 

attract better students since the students may be interested not only in academics but 

also in participating in a school's other activities. As a result, the quality of student will rise, 

making the college itself a better and more attractive place. 

On Your Own 

C 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	

It is very important for universities equally to fund academics and extracurricular activities. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

By supporting sports and social activities as well as academics, the university will produce 

well-rounded students and also improve its reputation, thereby attracting a better quality of 

student. This will, naturally, make the university a better place for students to attend. 
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TOEFV)  iBT Writing 

00:30:00 

Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Universities should give the same financial support to their students' sports and social activities as 
they give to their classes and libraries. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Equal Support for Extracurriculars and Academics? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

/fra-roclacithst 1. an opening sentence 0 0 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 

Boy 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 
4. specific and enough details 

5. clear flow of the ideas 
0 
n 

0 

cane-Cast:on 6. a restatement of the thesis CI 0 
7. a summary of the main points El 

[Opening sentence] Is it important for universities to provide financial support to sports and social activities? 

I believe it is. [Thesis statement] In fact, I think universities should provide the same amount of funding for 

these activities as they do for academics. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one thing, the goal of a university is to graduate well-rounded students. [Supporting 

details] This can only happen if students have access to well-funded athletic facilities and social activities. 

Students do not go to college just to study. While improving their minds is important, they can also 

improve themselves in ways other than academics. For example, they need to have access to excellent 

athletic facilities to take care of their bodies. They also need to join clubs and take part in activities like 

student government to pursue their interests and broaden their social experiences. Having active athletic 

and social lives will help students increase the overall quality of their lives. 

[Topic sentence 2] Additionally, being known for its athletic teams or social activities can improve a 

university's reputation. [Supporting details] This, in turn, can make the school more prestigious and 

therefore make it appealing to better students. For example, many American colleges with outstanding 

athletic teams—like Duke in basketball and the University of Southern California in football—gain positive 

attention from people. And student newspapers like those at Harvard and at other universities can also 

become well known globally. These nonacademic groups can help attract better students since the 

students may be interested not only in academics but also in participating in a school's other activities. 

As a result, the quality of student will rise, making the college itself a better and more attractive place. 

[Restatement of the thesis] It is very important for universities equally to fund academics and extracurricular 

activities. [Summary] By supporting sports and social activities as well as academics, the university will 

produce well-rounded students and also improve its reputation, thereby attracting a better quality of 

student. [Closing] This will, naturally, make the university a better place for students to attend. 
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Topic sentence 2 

) do other activities 

during break _ 

/ Year-Round School or Vacations? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better for students to take classes for more than 11 months throughout the year. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

need break to recharge 

attend classes all day long 

take private lessons after school 

• have part-time jobs 

• have various learning opportunities 

• take trips at home and abroad 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

.S11111La71121111 

• Thesis statement Having students attend class for over eleven months is a bad idea. 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

Going to school for eleven months will wear down students. 

Students go to school all day long and then do activities afterwards, so they need a break 

from school to recharge their batteries. 

              

• Topic sentence 2 Students need breaks to improve themselves in ways not involving school. 

  

 

Example 

  

A lot of students use their breaks to get part-time jobs or to improve themselves by 

studying new languages, learning a musical instrument, or playing sports. 

  

      

      

              

              

• Conclusion 	Having students take classes for more than eleven months will drain their energy and 

deprive them of many chances to improve themselves. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

AULrOdaCti011, 
Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

SaMple 
	

I have heard that some educators want students to attend class for practically the entire 

year. 

B Thesis Statement 

Having students attend class for over eleven months is a bad idea that is detrimental to 

both the physical health of students and their self-improvement. 

On Your Own 

804 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Going to school for eleven months will physically wear down students. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Students need a break from school to recharge their batteries. At my school, we get two 

six- or seven-week breaks for summer and winter, but even that does not feel long enough 

sometimes. Students attend classes from eight a.m. to three or four p.m. Many also 

attend private lessons afterwards, and every student has hours of homework each night. 

Maintaining such a schedule for most of the year is guaranteed to wear down even the 

most enthusiastic students. Without a longer break, students simply would not have the 

energy to focus on their schoolwork. 

On Your Own 
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Year-Round School or Vacations? 

&ody 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Students also need breaks to improve themselves in ways not involving school. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
In fact, a lot of students use their breaks to do various activities other than their schoolwork. 

For example, some get part-time jobs during the breaks to earn spending money. Other 

students study new languages, learn a musical instrument, or play sports during their 

breaks. All these experiences will help them in the future. As for me, I often travel with my 

family. We visit places in my country and take trips abroad. These trips help me broaden my 

horizons and see new places. Going to school eleven months out of the year would prohibit 

people from doing these exciting and beneficial activities. 

COItthr./9/A011, 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Students cannot attend school practically all year round to take classes. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	They would not have the energy to put maximum effort into studying. And they would lose 

out on many chances to improve themselves. I really need my summer and winter breaks, 

and I hope that schools do not take them away from me. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better for students to take classes for more than 11 months throughout the year. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL° iBT Writing 
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pi or Vocation 	FV\j,  Hourti 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Imi-roduction 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Sody 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑  

Conclusion 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence] I have heard that some educators want students to attend class for practically the 

entire year. I could not disagree more with them. [Thesis statement] Having students attend class for over 

eleven months is a bad idea that is detrimental to both the physical health of students and their self-

improvement. 

[Topic sentence I Going to school for eleven months will wear down students. [Supporting details] Students 

need a break from school to recharge their batteries. At my school, we get two six- or seven-week breaks 

for summer and winter, but even that does not feel long enough sometimes. Students attend classes from 

eight a.m. to three or four p.m. Many also attend private lessons afterwards, and every student has hours 

of homework each night. Maintaining such a schedule for most of the year is guaranteed to wear down 

even the most enthusiastic students. Without a longer break, students simply would not have the energy 

to focus on their schoolwork. 

[Topic sentence 2] Students also need breaks to improve themselves in ways not involving school. [Suoccr:lriq 

details] In fact, a lot of students use their breaks to do various activities other than their schoolwork. For 

example, some get part-time jobs during the breaks to earn spending money. Other students study new 

languages, learn a musical instrument, or play sports during their breaks. All these experiences will help 

them in the future. As for me, I often travel with my family. We visit places in my country and take trips 

abroad. These trips help me broaden my horizons and see new places. Going to school eleven months 

out of the year would prohibit people from doing these exciting and beneficial activities. 

[Restatement of the thests' Students cannot attend school practically all year round to take classes. 

They would not have the energy to put maximum effort into studying. And they would lose out on many 

chances to improve themselves. [Closing; I really need my summer and winter breaks, and I hope that 

schools do not take them away from me. 
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Topic sentence 2 

not waste time on 

unneeded classes 

Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 2 

Schools Teach for Careers or 
General Knowledge? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Schools (universities, colleges, and high schools) should teach students about specific careers and 
jobs instead of general subjects. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

f 1J11 r  'Irvin 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

many graduates lack job skills 

• schools need to educate better 

• no need for expensive grad school 

- students know what they want 

focus only on classes they like 

• disrupt ones they dislike 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement I feel that schools should instruct students on specific careers instead of general subjects. 

• Topic sentence 1 It is never too early to begin focusing on one's career. 

Example 	Many people graduate from high school or college without the skills they need to work, 

so companies must train them, or else they have to spend money on graduate school. 

▪ Topic sentence 2  It is a waste of time to study subjects one will never need. 

Example 	Many students know what they want to do in the future, so they often only concentrate 

on related classes at school while disrupting those they are not interested in. 

• Conclusion 	Teaching students about specific careers will let them start focusing on their future 

careers at early ages and save them time by avoiding classes they are not interested in. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

      

• Topic sentence 1 

   

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

AtitinditaLiOlt, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Is it ideal to spend one's school life studying general subjects as opposed to focusing on 

one's future career? 

B Thesis Statement 

I feel that schools, including universities, colleges, and high schools, should instruct 

students on specific careers instead of general subjects. 

Body 1 
A Topic Sentence 

It is never too early to begin focusing on one's career. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
These days, many people graduate from high school or college without the skills needed 

to do their jobs. Therefore, companies must often train their new employees to give them 

those skills. Instead of companies having trouble training these unskilled employees, 

schools should be responsible for job education. Nowadays. people go to expensive 

graduate schools for more specific skills since they think a bachelor's degree simply is not 

enough. Instead of wasting money on more schooling, however, they should be taught 

specific skills earlier in their lives. The earlier career training starts, the better. 

On Your Own 

Sample 
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Schools Teach for Careers or General Knowledge? 

Rod 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

It is a waste of time to study subjects one will never need. 

B Supporting Details 

Many students already know what they want to do in the future while still young. So they 

often only concentrate on related classes at school. In other classes, they never pay 

attention. Or, worse, they disrupt class and cause problems for students who actually 

want to learn. Instead of being forced to take all the classes, students should take courses 

specifically geared for their future professions. Then they will be more likely to pay attention, 

and teachers will not feel like they are wasting their time. 

Caftd/t/f/diCkt, 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Samp 
	I believe schools should teach students about specific careers, not general subjects. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	This will let students start focusing on their careers at early ages. Also, it will not waste their 

time by having them take classes they are not interested in at all. Teaching specific careers 

would surely help students take more interest in school. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Schools (universities, colleges, and high schools) should teach students about specific careers and 
jobs instead of general subjects. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

42 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



Schools Teach for Careers or General Knowledge? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes 	No 

Ini-roclad-1.m 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 

Say 	3. clear topic sentences 

4. specific and enough details 

5. clear flow of the ideas 

Ganda Aim 6. a restatement of the thesis 

7. a summary of the main points 

❑ ❑ 

❑ ❑ 

❑ ❑ 

❑ ❑ 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] Is it ideal to spend one's school life studying general subjects as opposed to focusing 

on one's future career? I do not think so. [Thesis statement] On the contrary, I feel that schools, including 

universities, colleges, and high schools, should instruct students on specific careers instead of general 

subjects. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one thing, it is never too early to begin focusing on one's career. [Supporting details] 

These days, many people graduate from high school or college without the skills needed to do their 

jobs. Therefore, companies must often train their new employees to give them those skills. Instead of 

companies having trouble training these unskilled employees, schools should be responsible for job 

education. Nowadays, people go to expensive graduate schools for more specific skills since they think 

a bachelor's degree simply is not enough. Instead of wasting money on more schooling, however, they 

should be taught specific skills earlier in their lives. The earlier career training starts, the better. 

[Topic sentence 2] It is a waste of time to study subjects one will never need. [Supporting details] Many 

students already know what they want to do in the future while still young. So they often only concentrate 

on related classes at school. In other classes, they never pay attention. Or, worse, they disrupt class and 

cause problems for students who actually want to learn. Instead of being forced to take all the classes, 

students should take courses specifically geared for their future professions. Then they will be more likely 

to pay attention, and teachers will not feel like they are wasting their time. 

[Restatement of the thesis] In conclusion, I believe schools should teach students about specific careers, 

not general subjects. [Summary] This will let students start focusing on their careers at early ages. Also, 

it will not waste their time by having them take classes they are not interested in at all. [Closing] Teaching 

specific careers would surely help students take more interest in school. 
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Brairi5torming 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Semple 

Topic sentence 2 

need appropriate 

student-teacher 

barrier 

• will appreciate hard classes later 

• learning a lot in civics class —> better 

understanding of current affairs 

• age gap too big to be friends 

• should act like a teacher 

• act like a student no respect 

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 

On Your Own 

r-  Teachers: Relate Well or 
Pass on Knowledge? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

A teacher's ability to relate well with his or her students is more important than the ability to give 
them knowledge. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement I believe a teacher who gives knowledge to students is much better than one who relates 

well to them. 

• Topic sentence 1 Without knowledge, it is impossible to get ahead in life, so teachers must provide 

  

students with as much information as possible. 

My civics teacher fills his classes with lots of information, which has made me understand 

current affairs more. 

Example 

  

• Topic sentence 2 I think there should be an appropriate barrier between teachers and students. 

Example 	I cannot respect teachers who hang out with students and act like them. 

• Conclusion 	Teachers should prepare their students for the future by educating them and secure their 

respect by keeping a proper distance from them. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

/12firOdlit-dthil, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

Some of the most popular teachers at my school are the ones hanging out with students. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

I believe a teacher who gives knowledge to students is much better than one who relates 

well to them. 

804 

A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Nowadays, without knowledge, it is impossible to get ahead in life, so teachers must 

provide students with as much information as possible. 

B Supporting Details 

•• 	This might make classes more difficult. However, I know in the future I will appreciate these 

teachers for their contributions to my education. In fact, I already recognize the value of 

some of my classes. For example, I am currently taking a civics class, where we study the 

government and current affairs. My teacher loads every class with information. It is difficult, 

but now I can understand the topics discussed on the TV news or in the newspapers. I am 

much more knowledgeable about current affairs than I used to be. I wish all my classes 

educated me this much. 
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I 	 Teachers: Relate Well or Pass on Knowledge? 

S^ *\, 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Samp e 
	

I think there should be an appropriate barrier between teachers and students. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample ° It is just inappropriate for them to be close since teachers are too old to be friends with the 

students. Additionally, I prefer having a student-teacher relationship with my instructors. 

I simply cannot respect a teacher who acts like a student. Teachers must realize they are 

authority figures in the classroom. By hanging out with students and acting like them, 

teachers are lowering themselves in many students' eyes. This will make it practically 

impossible for the teacher to gain students' respect and to teach them anything. 

Con,dusion 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Teachers should try to give students as much knowledge as possible rather than trying to 

relate well to them. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	

By educating them, the teacher will prepare them for the future. By keeping a proper 

distance from them, the teacher can secure their respect. Respectable teachers who have 

great knowledge definitely make the best teachers. 

www.nhantriviet.com 	 47 



TOEFL® iBT Writing 

00:30:00 

Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

A teacher's ability to relate well with his or her students is more important than the ability to give them 

knowledge. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Teachers: Relate Well or Pass on Knowledge? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 
Yes 	No 

Kiroductiatt 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 

Body 	3. clear topic sentences 

4. specific and enough details 

5. clear flow of the ideas 

Con,ctuthm 6. a restatement of the thesis 

7. a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence] Some of the most popular teachers at my school are the ones hanging out with 

students. But they are not popular with me. [Thesis statement] I believe a teacher who gives knowledge to 

students is much better than one who relates well to them. 

[Topic sentence 1] Nowadays, without knowledge, it is impossible to get ahead in life, so teachers must 

provide students with as much information as possible. [Supporting details] This might make classes 

more difficult. However, I know in the future I will appreciate these teachers for their contributions to 

my education. In fact, I already recognize the value of some of my classes. For example, I am currently 

taking a civics class, where we study the government and current affairs. My teacher loads every class 

with information. It is difficult, but now I can understand the topics discussed on the TV news or in the 

newspapers. I am much more knowledgeable about current affairs than I used to be. I wish all my classes 

educated me this much. 

[Topic sentence 2] Secondly, I think there should be an appropriate barrier between teachers and students. 

[Supporting details] It is just inappropriate for them to be close since teachers are too old to be friends 

with the students. Additionally, I prefer having a student-teacher relationship with my instructors. I simply 

cannot respect a teacher who acts like a student. Teachers must realize they are authority figures in the 

classroom. By hanging out with students and acting like them, teachers are lowering themselves in many 

students' eyes. This will make it practically impossible for the teacher to gain students' respect and to 

teach them anything. 

[Restatement of the thesis] To conclude, teachers should try to give students as much knowledge as 

possible rather than trying to relate well to them. [Summary] By educating them, the teacher will prepare 

them for the future. By keeping a proper distance from them, the teacher can secure their respect. [Closing] 

Respectable teachers who have great knowledge definitely make the best teachers. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

Topic sentence 1 

become well- 

rounded person 

r•■•■•••■••■•■■■■•■•••■••111K., 

can talk about many topics 

sister took many different classes 

can talk about jobs with friends 

Topic sentence 2 

have wide options 

for future jobs 

job market can quickly change 

some jobs: obsolete or unavailable 

need many options for future jobs 

Topic sentence 1 

_.,a4111110.1•1■11131- 

Learn General or Specific Knowledge? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to learn general knowledge in various subjects than to learn specialized 
knowledge in one subject. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

.Sample 

• Thesis statement Learning a lot of general knowledge in different subjects is definitely better than getting 

specialized knowledge in one topic. 

• Topic sentence 1 It is simply ideal to become a well-rounded person with knowledge in many subjects. 
z 

Example 	My sister took many different classes in college, so now she can talk to all her friends 

about their various jobs. 

• Topic sentence 2 Having knowledge in many different subjects can give a person wide options for future 

jobs. 

    

     

Example 	By having even a basic knowledge of different subjects, people can increase the number 

of possible jobs they can do and increase their chances of success. 

General knowledge helps people become well-rounded individuals, and it also allows 

them to choose from more various occupations. 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

/11/frOdif/taLi-On 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Some students take many classes that cover all kinds of topics, and this seems to be the 

right thing to do. 

   

    

B Thesis Statement 

Learning a lot of general knowledge in different subjects is definitely better than getting 

specialized knowledge in one topic. 

0 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

It is simply ideal to become a well-rounded person with knowledge in many subjects. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

For one, a broadly educated person is able to talk knowledgably about a number of 

different topics. It does not necessarily mean the person has a complete understanding 

of each topic. But having knowledge about many things can help people in a variety of 

situations. One example is my sister. She just graduated from college. While in college, she 

took classes in many different departments. Thanks to her well-rounded education, she 

knows a lot about many different topics. Her broad knowledge helps her make friends with 

many different kinds of jobs and talk to all of them about what they do. 
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Learn General or Specific Knowledge? '1-  

go 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Having knowledge in many different subjects can give you wide options for future jobs. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

It is important to be able to do many different jobs since the job market can change swiftly. 

For example, what would happen if the only job a person had trained for suddenly became 

obsolete? Or what if there were no jobs available in that field? Without any other options, 

a person would never get a job. By having even a basic knowledge of different subjects, 

however, people can increase the number of possible jobs they can do. By having more 

options, they are giving themselves a better chance to succeed in the future. 

CCII,C1A4/9/A011, 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	People need general educations rather than specific ones. 

B Summary & Closing 

General knowledge helps them become well-rounded individuals, and it also allows them 

to choose from more various occupations. I am getting a general education now, and I am 

definitely pleased about this fact. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to learn general knowledge in various subjects than to learn specialized 
knowledge in one subject. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TO EEL® iBT Writing 

54 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



Learn General or Specific Knowledge? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
Butrodactian 1. an opening sentence 0 0 

2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 
Body 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 

4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

conciu,sio-k 6. a restatement of the thesis El 0 
7. a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence] Some students take many classes that cover all kinds of topics, and this seems to be 

the right thing to do. [Thesis statement] In my view, learning a lot of general knowledge in different subjects 

is definitely better than getting specialized knowledge in one topic. 

[Topic sentence 1] It is simply ideal to become a well-rounded person with knowledge in many subjects. 

[Supporting details] For one, a broadly educated person is able to talk knowledgeably about a number of 

different topics. It does not necessarily mean the person has a complete understanding of each topic. 

But having knowledge about many things can help people in a variety of situations. One example is my 

sister. She just graduated from college. While in college, she took classes in many different departments. 

Thanks to her well-rounded education, she knows a lot about many different topics. Her broad knowledge 

helps her make friends with many different kinds of jobs and talk to all of them about what they do. 

[Topic sentence 2] Having knowledge in many different subjects can give you wide options for future jobs. 

[Supporting details] It is important to be able to do many different jobs since the job market can change 

swiftly. For example, what would happen if the only job a person had trained for suddenly became 

obsolete? Or what if there were no jobs available in that field? Without any other options, a person would 

never get a job. By having even a basic knowledge of different subjects, however, people can increase the 

number of possible jobs they can do. By having more options, they are giving themselves a better chance 

to succeed in the future. 

[Restatement of the thesis] In conclusion, people need general educations rather than specific ones. 

[Summary] General knowledge helps them become well-rounded individuals, and it also allows them to 

choose from more various occupations. [Closing] I am getting a general education now, and I am definitely 

pleased about this fact. 
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Ckt Your Own Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 \ Topic sentence 2 \ 

• 

Topic sentence 2 

quit learning without 

self-confidence 

teachers must encourage students 

my physics teacher encourages 

students to answer 

should not ignore poor students 

Mrs. Kim, my homeroom teacher 

helped a student work harder 

(---) 
Giving Self-Confidence or Knowledge? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important for a teacher to help students gain self-confidence than to teach them specific 

knowledge. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

En-iin:5tDrsning 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement I think it is much more important for teachers to build up students' self-confidence. 

• Topic sentence 1 Students must feel good about themselves to maximize their potential, and self-

confidence is the key to feeling good about oneself. 

Example 	My physics teacher does not criticize students when they answer his questions 

incorrectly, but he instead always encourages them to try again. 

• Topic sentence 2 Students without self-confidence are very likely to quit trying to learn. 

Example 	Mrs. Kim, my homeroom teacher, encouraged a student and built up his confidence so 

much that he started working harder. 

• Conclusion 	More self-confidence will not only let students reach their potential, but it will also help 

them keep learning. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Ifraroduzi-ion 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	It is widely known among educators that students tend to perform better when they are 

expected to do so by their teachers, a phenomenon that is called the Pygmalion effect. 

On Your Own 

   

    

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

I think it is much more important for teachers to build up students' self-confidence. 

804 

A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Students must feel good about themselves to maximize their potential, and self-confidence 

is the key to feeling good about oneself. 

Yoix,Pwa-.. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

In fact, teachers can help students increase their self-confidence by encouraging them. For 

example, my physics instructor, who is one of my favorite teachers, constantly encourages 

students to try their best. Since physics is a really hard subject, many students are poor 

at it. But he does not criticize them when they answer incorrectly. Rather, he always 

encourages them to try again. Thanks to his attitude, many students have built up their 

confidence enough to answer even the most difficult questions. He is clearly doing his job 

well. 
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On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

More self-confidence will let students reach their potential. It will also help them keep 

learning. With unshakable self-confidence, a person can feel the ability to do anything. 

Giving Self-Confidence or Knowledge? 

So 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Students without self-confidence are very likely to quit trying to learn. 

!Itrmr.77. 

B Supporting Details 

They will probably never do anything positive with their lives. Instead of ignoring these 

students, teachers should get them to speak more or to contribute to class. This will show 

the students that they really can succeed and do well. For instance, one student in my class 

in middle school was always afraid to answer questions and never did his homework. He 

even told me he wanted to drop out. Mrs. Kim, my homeroom teacher, started asking him 

easy questions. He answered them correctly, and this encouraged him. Mrs. Kim built up 

his self-confidence so much that he stayed in school and started working harder. 

On Your Own 

CandaSitrn, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample  = I greatly prefer for teachers to help students with their self-confidence than to provide 

actual knowledge. 
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TOEFL° iBT Writing 

00:30:00 

Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important for a teacher to help students gain self-confidence than to teach them specific 
knowledge. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Giving Self-Confidence or Knowledge? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
baroducii,ort 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

conciu&i,cm. 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence] It is widely known among educators that students tend to perform better when they are 

expected to do so by their teachers, a phenomenon that is called the Pygmalion effect. [Thesis statement] 

Although teaching specific knowledge is important, I think it is much more important for teachers to build 

up students' self-confidence. 

[Topic sentence 1] First, students must feel good about themselves to maximize their potential, and self-

confidence is the key to feeling good about oneself. [Supporting details] In fact, teachers can help students 

increase their self-confidence by encouraging them. For example, my physics instructor, who is one of my 

favorite teachers, constantly encourages students to try their best. Since physics is a really hard subject, 

many students are poor at it. But he does not criticize them when they answer incorrectly. Rather, he 

always encourages them to try again. Thanks to his attitude, many students have built up their confidence 

enough to answer even the most difficult questions. He is clearly doing his job well. 

[Topic sentence 2] Students without self-confidence are very likely to quit trying to learn. [Supporting details: 

They will probably never do anything positive with their lives. Instead of ignoring these students, teachers 

should get them to speak more or to contribute to class. This will show the students that they really can 

succeed and do well. For instance, one student in my class in middle school was always afraid to answer 

questions and never did his homework. He even told me he wanted to drop out. Mrs. Kim, my homeroom 

teacher, started asking him easy questions. He answered them correctly, and this encouraged him. Mrs. 

Kim built up his self-confidence so much that he stayed in school and started working harder. 

[Restatement of the thesis] I greatly prefer for teachers to help students with their self-confidence than to 

provide actual knowledge. [Summary] More self-confidence will let students reach their potential. It will 

also help them keep learning. [Closing; With unshakable self-confidence, a person can feel the ability to do 

anything. 
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Eniinz ..tarrning 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

Topic sentence 1 

increase confidence ) 

levels 

make students do better in future 

make every student a winner 

encourage students to try harder 

Topic sentence 2 

worst students will 

try harder 

get all students to participate 

bad students will do more work 

increase overall level of class 

	 j 

Topic sentence 2 

Prizes for Trying or Achievements? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to give students prizes or awards for their efforts (trying) than for their 
achievements (successes or grades). 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statemerr I believe students should be given awards or prizes simply for trying rather than only for 

winning. 

• Topic sentence 1 Presenting awards to students who try will help increase their confidence levels. 

Example 	When all students who try receive a prize, trophy, or award, they will realize that, even 

though they did not come in first, they are still winners. 

• Topic sentence 2. Even the worst students will try harder if they know they can be awarded for trying hard. 

Example 	If bad students know they can get a prize by trying, they will most likely work harder, so 

the entire class's performance will improve. 

• Conclusion 	Rewarding students for trying will help more of them gain confidence and will encourage 

the worst students to try harder. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Ika-roduzi-thtft 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

At my school, only the most outstanding students receive prizes and awards. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

I believe students should be given awards or prizes simply for trying rather than only for 

winning. 

80 
A Topic Sentence 

Presenting awards to students who try will help increase their confidence levels. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

Having more confidence will ensure that students perform better in the future. When all 

students who try receive a prize, trophy, or award, they will realize that, even though they 

did not come in first, they are still winners. This confidence will encourage them to continue 

trying as hard as they can. For example, my cousin's school gives awards to every student 

who tries hard, no matter what his or her grades are. This makes those students feel proud 

of their accomplishments. This can only help them more in the future. 
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Prizes for Trying or Achievements? 

gods 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Senvie 	Even the worst students will try harder if they know they can be awarded for trying hard. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

This way of awarding students should motivate every student to participate in class 

activities. Many teachers complain that some students do nothing in their classes. The 

reason is that they have no incentive to try hard. They just know they will never come in 

first. However, if these same students know they can get a prize by trying, they will most 

likely work harder. Even if they do not do great work, they will be doing more than they had 

been previously. This will not only benefit these lower-ranking students but will also increase 

the level of performance of the entire class. 

CagdarSiOlt 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	Schools should reward students for trying and not just give awards to the best students. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	This will help more students gain confidence and will encourage the worst students to try 

harder. I feel this system of awarding prizes is ideal for all schools. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to give students prizes or awards for their efforts (trying) than for their 
achievements (successes or grades). 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFLe IBT Writing 
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Prizes for Trying or Achievements? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
wroductiost 1. an opening sentence 0 0 

2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 
8ody 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 

4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

Caltdas,i011 6. a restatement of the thesis El 1=1 
7. a summary of the main points 0 0 

[Opening sentence[ At my school, only the most outstanding students receive prizes and awards. I dislike 

this very much. [Thesis statement] I believe students should be given awards or prizes simply for trying 

rather than only for winning. 

[Topic sentence 1] Presenting awards to students who try will help increase their confidence levels. 

[Supporting details] Having more confidence will ensure that students perform better in the future. When all 

students who try receive a prize, trophy, or award, they will realize that, even though they did not come 

in first, they are still winners. This confidence will encourage them to continue trying as hard as they can. 

For example, my cousin's school gives awards to every student who tries hard, no matter what his or 

her grades are. This makes those students feel proud of their accomplishments. This can only help them 

more in the future. 

[Topic sentence 2] Even the worst students will try harder if they know they can be awarded for trying hard. 

[Supporting details i This way of awarding students should motivate every student to participate in class 

activities. Many teachers complain that some students do nothing in their classes. The reason is that 

they have no incentive to try hard. They just know they will never come in first. However, if these same 

students know they can get a prize by trying, they will most likely work harder. Even if they do not do 

great work, they will be doing more than they had been previously. This will not only benefit these lower-

ranking students but will also increase the level of performance of the entire class. 

[Restatement of the thesis] In short, schools should reward students for trying and not just give awards to 

the best students. [Summary] This will help more students gain confidence and will encourage the worst 

students to try harder. [Closing] I feel this system of awarding prizes is ideal for all schools. 
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• 

L 	 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

Topic sentence 1 

spend more time 

with classmates 

at/after school & on weekends 

do various activities together 

• are seldom with parents 

Topic sentence 2 

can help each other 

to study 

• schoolwork too hard for parents 

• form study groups with classmates 

• can help slower students improve 

On Your Own 
Thesis statement 

 

Topic sentence 1 ' 	 Topic sentence 2 

r--  1  / 	Classmates or Parents: 
Who Is More Influential? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Classmates have more influence on a child's success in school than parents do. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

* Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 

'7" ■ •%,"!•^1,-"..''''''"•,...0,-.1 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• 
Semple 

* Thesis statemer Classmates are much more likely than the student's parents to help a young student 

succeed in school. 

• Topic sentence 1 Students spend much more time with their classmates than with their parents. 

Example 	I spend lots of time with my classmates at and after school and on the weekend, but 

spend little time with my parents. 

• Topic sentence 2 Classmates can help each other study because they know the material they must learn. 

Example 	Unlike my parents, my friends can easily help me with some difficult material, and we can 

form study groups to prepare for tests. 

• Conclusion 	Classmates spend more time with each other, and they are familiar with the material the 

students need to learn. 

On Your Own 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

DIZAIE0aktdiall, 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

I recently read an article about how classmates are more influential to a young student's 

success than his or her parents. 

On Your Own 

B Thesis Statement 

Classmates are much more likely than the student's parents to help a young student 

succeed in school. 

1 
A Topic Sentence 

Students spend much more time with their classmates than with their parents. 

B Supporting Details 

In my case, I am at school with my classmates at least from eight a.m. to five p.m. I also 

spend much time with my friends after school and on weekends. We go to the same 

hakwon (private cram school), play baseball or soccer, go bicycling, go to the movies, 

and do other activities together. Therefore, I cannot overstate how my classmates have 

influenced me to become the person I am today. In contrast, I only spend time with my 

parents for a couple of hours each night. That is not enough time to be influential. 

On Your Own 

70 	 www.n ha ntriviet.com  



Classmates or Parents: Who Is More Influential? c-_\'' 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Classmates can also help each other study because they know the material they must 

learn. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

	  In the past, I have sometimes asked my parents for help with my studies. But some 

material, like math questions, was too hard for my parents. Thus, I had to ask my friends 

for assistance, and they helped me very easily. Additionally, when we have a big test 

coming up, we often form study groups. This lets us learn much faster and better. Even if 

one member in a group is not doing well, we can encourage him to study harder and work 

together to improve his level. These are things that our parents cannot help us to do. 

On Your Own 

Calld41/21.-an 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

It is obvious that classmates are much more influential than parents at helping young 

students to succeed in school. 

B Summary & Closing 

Classmates spend more time with each other, and they are familiar with the material the 

students need to learn. This has definitely been true in my experience as a student. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Classmates have more influence on a child's success in school than parents do. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Classmates or Parents: Who Is More Influential? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 
Yes 	No 

18,troductizg 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 	 ❑ 	❑  

Body 	3. clear topic sentences 	 ❑ 	❑ 

4. specific and enough details 	 El 	❑  

5. clear flow of the ideas 	 ❑ 	❑  

Conda,tion, 6. a restatement of the thesis 	 ❑ 	❑ 
7 a summary of the main points 	 ❑ 	❑ 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] I recently read an article about how classmates are more influential to a young student's 

success than his or her parents. I fully agree with this study. [Thesis statement] In my experience, 

classmates are much more likely than the student's parents to help a young student succeed in school. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one, students spend much more time with their classmates than with their parents. 

[Supporting details] In my case, I am at school with my classmates at least from eight a.m. to five p.m. I 

also spend much time with my friends after school and on weekends. We go to the same hakwon (private 

cram school), play baseball or soccer, go bicycling, go to the movies, and do other activities together. 

Therefore, I cannot overstate how my classmates have influenced me to become the person I am today. 

In contrast, I only spend time with my parents for a couple of hours each night. That is not enough time to 

be influential. 

[Topic sentence 2] Classmates can also help each other study because they know the material they must 

learn. [Supporting details] In the past, I have sometimes asked my parents for help with my studies. But 

some material, like math questions, was too hard for my parents. Thus, I had to ask my friends for 

assistance, and they helped me very easily. Additionally, when we have a big test coming up, we often 

form study groups. This lets us learn much faster and better. Even if one member in a group is not doing 

well, we can encourage him to study harder and work together to improve his level. These are things that 

our parents cannot help us to do. 

[Restatement of the thesis] It is obvious that classmates are much more influential than parents at helping 

young students to succeed in school. [Summaryj Classmates spend more time with each other, and they 

are familiar with the material the students need to learn. [Closing] This has definitely been true in my 

experience as a student. 



Topic sentence 1 

have more success 

Topic sentence 2 

can change the world 

Thesis statement 

I disagree 

On Your Own 

l\ Knowledge vs. Creativity 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to learn knowledge from studying than to develop creativity. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

creative people ---) more successful 

Henry Ford - assembly line 

people from Picasso to Spielberg 

can think "outside the box" 

Bill Gates - computer software 

Steve Jobs - iPod & iPhone 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

6  "i nesis state. 	It is more important to develop students' creativity than to learn knowledge from 

 

studying. 

   

     

     

- Topic sentence 1 Creative people are often more successful. 

Example 	People like Henry Ford, Pablo Picasso, and Steven Spielberg have used their creativity to 

become very successful individuals. 

• Topic sentence 2 Creative people can dramatically change the world. 

Example 	People like Bill Gates and Steve Jobs never graduated from college, but they can think 

"outside the box," so they have made many new, creative products. 

6 Conclusion 	Creative people have more success in life and can change the world positively. 

On Your Own 

6 Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

" Conclusion 

o 

www.nhantriviet.com 	 75 



Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

At/brOdaaLthg 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

My teachers are always encouraging the students to memorize lots of different facts. 

On Your Own 

B Thesis Statement 

41. 	It is more important to develop students' creativity than to learn knowledge from studying. 

Sods 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Creative people are often more successful. 

B Supporting Details 

It does not take intelligence to do well in life. In fact, many of the most successful people 

were the most creative. One example is Henry Ford. He did not invent the assembly line. 

Instead, he used his creativity to adapt it to make cars on it. That made his company 

incredibly profitable. Additionally, there are many artists and other individuals who lack "book 

learning." Instead, they have huge amounts of creativity. These people range from Pablo 

Picasso to Steven Spielberg, but they all have two things in common: They were highly 

creative and highly successful. 
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Knowledge vs. Creativity 

gods 2 
A Topic Sentence 

rnple 
	

Creative people can dramatically change the world. 

On Your 

B Supporting Details 

Llyajoi This is possible because they think "outside the box." They are open to new ways of 

seeing the world and are willing to explore them. Bill Gates is one such example. He never 

graduated from college. Instead, he quit school to help form Microsoft. His creativity made 

Microsoft a world leader in computer technology, and now the great majority of people in the 

world use its software products on their computers. Steve Jobs of Apple is another success 

story through creativity. He too never graduated from college. Thanks to his creative mind, 

however, he has led Apple to success after success. Thanks to Jobs, people listen to music 

on their iPods and call their friends on their iPhones today. Creative people like Bill Gates 

and Steve Jobs have improved the world by introducing new ideas and products. 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Developing creativity is more important than learning knowledge from studying. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	

Creative people usually have more success and can also change the world in a positive 

way. I would much rather be creative than have lots of book knowledge. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to learn knowledge from studying than to develop creativity. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Knowledge Lf.. Creativity If 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
IivEroduciien 1, an opening sentence 0 0 

2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 
god)/ 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 

4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

Caiwacsian 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
7. a summary of the main points 0 0 

Sample 

[Opening sentence] My teachers are always encouraging the students to memorize lots of different facts. 

However, I feel this is the wrong approach to education. [Thesis statement} Instead, it is more important to 

develop students' creativity than to learn knowledge from studying. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one thing, creative people are often more successful. [Supporting details] It does not 

take intelligence to do well in life. In fact, many of the most successful people were the most creative. 

One example is Henry Ford. He did not invent the assembly line. Instead, he used his creativity to adapt it 

to make cars on it. That made his company incredibly profitable. Additionally, there are many artists and 

other individuals who lack "book learning." Instead, they have huge amounts of creativity. These people 

range from Pablo Picasso to Steven Spielberg, but they all have two things in common: They were highly 

creative and highly successful. 

[Topic sentence 2] Additionally, creative people can dramatically change the world.[Supporting details] This 

is possible because they think "outside the box." They are open to new ways of seeing the world and 

are willing to explore them. Bill Gates is one such example. He never graduated from college. Instead, he 

quit school to help form Microsoft. His creativity made Microsoft a world leader in computer technology, 

and now the great majority of people in the world use its software products on their computers. Steve 

Jobs of Apple is another success story through creativity. He too never graduated from college. Thanks 

to his creative mind, however, he has led Apple to success after success. Thanks to Jobs, people listen 

to music on their iPods and call their friends on their iPhones today. Creative people like Bill Gates and 

Steve Jobs have improved the world by introducing new ideas and products. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Therefore, developing creativity is more important than learning knowledge 

from studying. [Summary] Creative people usually have more success and can also change the world in a 

positive way. [Closing] I would much rather be creative than have lots of book knowledge. 
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Topic sentence 2 

The Most Difficult College Classes 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to take the most difficult and challenging classes in university or at college even if it 

means that you probably will not get top grades (marks) in them. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

aratirli--A. urrning 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Sample 
Thesis statement 

I agree 

Topic sentence 1 

can learn more 

purpose of going to college is to learn 

• hard classes increase knowledge 

• cousin - learns a lot in hard classes 

Topic sentence 2 

knowledge > high grades 

in workplace 

1 
• grades not that important in life 

• employers don't care about grades 

• parents - no need to show transcripts 

On Your OM 
Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement It is better to take the most difficult and challenging classes in college even if it will not 

ensure the highest grades. 

• Topic sentence 1 Students can learn much more in difficult and challenging classes. 

Example 	My cousin takes the hardest classes at his university, so he learns very much even though 

his grades are not all A's. 

• Topic sentence 2 In the workplace, knowledge is more important than high grades. 

Example 	Most employers will never ask about a person's grades in college, so a student should 

• Conclusion 

focus on learning rather than getting the best grades. 

Knowledge is more important than high grades in the workplace, and college students 

can gain more knowledge by taking the hardest classes. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Some college students take hard classes on purpose while knowing they will not get the 

best grades. 

B Thesis Statement 

It is better to take the most difficult and challenging classes in college even if it will not 

ensure the highest grades. 

804 

A Topic Sentence 

Students can learn much more in difficult and challenging classes. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
The point of college is to attain knowledge, not to get the best grades. Thus, students 

should expect to leave college better educated than when they entered school. Taking 

challenging classes can greatly contribute to this purpose. My cousin currently attends a 

university. He constantly takes the hardest classes he is qualified for. While he does not 

get straight A's, he finishes every semester having learned an incredible amount. This is the 

admirable way to approach one's education. 
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The Most Difficult-  C011ege 

Sody 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

In the workplace, knowledge is more important than high grades. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

-Sample Once a person begins to work after graduating, grades are really not that important. Few 

future employers will ever ask or even care about that person's college grades since they 

know from experience that grades do not correlate significantly with good performances. 

My parents have both changed jobs many times. However, it has been years since they 

have had to show anyone their college transcripts. Employers do not care about grades; 

they are interested in a person's knowledge. And a person can get more knowledge by 

taking harder classes. 

C012thf/PiArfil, 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sizenple 
	It is much better for college students to take the hardest classes even if their grades are not 

the best. 

On Your Own„, 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 

	

	Students can gain more knowledge this way, and knowledge is much more important than 

high grades when they work. When I go to college, I will make sure every class I take is 

challenging. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to take the most difficult and challenging classes in university or at college even if it means 
that you probably will not get top grades (marks) in them. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

84 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



   

 

The Most Difficult College Classes 

   

   

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Ica-rodaction 1. an opening sentence El El 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 

Body 3. clear topic sentences O 0 
4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

Canzarsion. 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 El 
. a summary of the main points 0 0 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] Some college students take hard classes on purpose while knowing they will not get 

the best grades. I respect those people. [Thesis statement] In fact, it is better to take the most difficult and 

challenging classes in college even if it will not ensure the highest grades. 

rePtL 	": Students can learn much more in difficult and challenging classes. [Su 	det„ps The 

point of college is to attain knowledge, not to get the best grades. Thus, students should expect to leave 

college better educated than when they entered school. Taking challenging classes can greatly contribute 

to this purpose. My cousin currently attends a university. He constantly takes the hardest classes he is 

qualified for. While he does not get straight A's, he finishes every semester having learned an incredible 

amount. This is the admirable way to approach one's education. 

[Topic sentence 2; Furthermore, in the workplace, knowledge is more important than high grades. [Supporting 

details] Once a person begins to work after graduating, grades are really not that important. Few future 

employers will ever ask or even care about that person's college grades since they know from experience 

that grades do not correlate significantly with good performances. My parents have both changed jobs 

many times. However, it has been years since they have had to show anyone their college transcripts. 

Employers do not care about grades; they are interested in a person's knowledge. And a person can get 

more knowledge by taking harder classes. 

[Restatement of the thesis] It is much better for college students to take the hardest classes even if their 

grades are not the best. [Summary] They can gain more knowledge this way, and knowledge is much more • 

important than high grades when they work. [Closing] When I go to college. I will make sure every class I 

take is challenging. 
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■ 

Thesis statement 
On Your Own 

• 

Topic sentence 1 

different 

contributions 

• can reward hardworking students 

• can punish lazy students 

• my group project in Korean class 

Tonic sentence 2 

individual grades -4  

work harder 

• more students try & no "free ride" 

• work faster & better 

• sister's group project 

• 

• • 

Evaluating a Group Project 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

In high schools or colleges, it is more desirable for a group project to be evaluated the same 
regardless of the individual students' performances. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

arsfjnal:ormiltvg 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement Students should be evaluated based upon their individual performances even when 

they are doing group projects. 

• Topic sentence 1 Every member of a group project makes a different contribution. 

Example 	When I did a group project in a Korean class, only I tried. But I got a bad grade because 

of my group members' laziness. 

• Topic sentence 2 Giving individual grades can inspire more students to try. 

Example 
	

My sister's university class had a group project, and all the groups worked hard, finished 

quickly, and did good work because of individual grades. 

• Conclusion 
	

Giving individual grades on group projects will reward the hardworking students and 

force the lazy ones to work harder. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

ikiradadiOn, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

1111=,...., One of my teachers recently gave every member of a group project the same grade. 

B Thesis Statement 

I think students should be evaluated based upon their individual performances even when 

they are doing group projects. 

Sod 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Every member of a group project makes a different contribution. 

B Supporting Details 

Therefore, it is logical for students to be graded based upon the work they did, not on 

how the other team members did. If teachers give individual grades, they can reward the 

hardworking students. Simultaneously, teachers can punish lazy students or ones who 

performed poorly. I was actually negatively affected by a teacher's grading policy recently. 

We had a group project in our Korean class. We had to write several articles to make a 

class newspaper. In my group, only I tried hard; the other students did nothing. Because of 

their poor work, I too got a poor grade despite working hard. Giving a group grade in that 

situation was simply unfair. 
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Evaluating a Group Project 

SOLt12 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Giving individual grades can inspire more students to try. 

B Supporting Details 

=_ 	Lazy students often do nothing on their group projects since they can depend on the 

diligent students to do the work. But if teachers give individual grades, getting a "free ride" 

like this will no longer happen because even lazy students will have to do more work. I 

know this grading policy works because my sister's university instructor did exactly the 

same thing and succeeded in getting more students actively involved in their projects. 

Since more members worked harder on their projects, all the groups not only finished their 

projects faster, but they also did better work. 

On Your Own 

Caltdi/f/S/&M 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	Teachers should definitely give students individual grades on group projects. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	This will reward the hardworking students and force the lazy ones to work harder. Diligent 

students should not be punished for the laziness of other students. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

In high schools or colleges, it is more desirable for a group project to be evaluated the same 
regardless of the individual students' performances. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 
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Evaluating a Group Project 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Condwsion 

Yes No 

1. an opening sentence 0 0 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 
3. clear topic sentences 0 0 
4 specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 
6 a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
7 a summary of the main points 0 0 

Atiroductiolt 

god,/ 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence) One of my teachers recently gave every member of a group project the same grade. 

I was not pleased about this. [Thesis statement) I feel students should be evaluated based upon their 

individual performances even when they are doing group projects. 

[Topic sentence 1] One reason I think this way is that every member of a group project makes a different 

contribution. [Supporting details] Therefore, it is logical for students to be graded based upon the work 

they did, not on how the other team members did. If teachers give individual grades, they can reward the 

hardworking students. Simultaneously, teachers can punish lazy students or ones who performed poorly. 

I was actually negatively affected by a teacher's grading policy recently. We had a group project in our 

Korean class. We had to write several articles to make a class newspaper. In my group, only I tried hard; 

the other students did nothing. Because of their poor work, I too got a poor grade despite working hard. 

Giving a group grade in that situation was simply unfair. 

Also, giving individual grades can inspire more students to try. ',Supporting details] Lazy 

students often do nothing on their group projects since they can depend on the diligent students to 

do the work. But if teachers give individual grades, getting a "free ride" like this will no longer happen 

because even lazy students will have to do more work. I know this grading policy works because my 

sister's university instructor did exactly the same thing and succeeded in getting more students actively 

involved in their projects. Since more members worked harder on their projects, all the groups not only 

finished their projects faster, but they also did better work. 

[Restatement of the thesis; Teachers should definitely give students individual grades on group projects. 

[Summary] This will reward the hardworking students and force the lazy ones to work harder. [Closing] 

Diligent students should not be punished for the laziness of other students. 
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Ersiimtiorming 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 

can learn better & 

faster 

Topic sentence 2 

can get job training 

later 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

• get more motivated & concentrate 

• art class for fun --> loved it 

• math class for career-- hate it 

• most jobs need no special schooling 

• can find job unrelated to major 

• father's job different from major 

On Your Own 

	1 

/\ What Subjects to Choose? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to choose the subjects that you are interested in than the subjects you need to 
prepare for a job or a career. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

92 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



4:413ft: 

Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement It is better to study subjects you are interested in than ones you might need for a job or 

career. 

• Topic sentence -I You can learn better and faster when you study what interests you. 

Example - 

	

	I learned a lot from an art class I took for fun in the past, but I learn little from my current 

math class because I hate it. 

• Topic sentence 2 You can always get job training later. 

Example 
	

My father majored in philosophy in college but is a businessman now. 

• Conclusion 
	

Students will learn more effectively if they study the classes they like; they can learn their 

job duties later. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

           

           

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Atindadi011, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

My best friend always says, "Take classes you will need for the future." 

B Thesis Statement 

It is better to study subjects you are interested in than ones you might need for a job or 

career. 

Sod 1 
A Topic Sentence 

You can learn better and faster when you study what interests you. 

B Supporting Details 

It is a well-known fact that people tend to get more motivated to learn and thus more 

easily concentrate on something they are interested in. For example, I once studied art 

and learned a lot because I loved the class. I was eager to learn more, and sometimes I 

even spent several hours painting a picture by myself. That made me a good painter. On 

the contrary, I hate math. Even though I know I have to take my math class since I am 

considering becoming an accountant, the class is so boring that I learn little. Objectively, 

the math class could possibly help my career, not the art class. Yet I have no interest in the 

math class while I found the art class fascinating. 
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What Subjects to Choose? 

So 2 
A Topic Sentence 

You can always get job training later. 

B Supporting Details 

Unless you will be a doctor, lawyer, or engineer, you need no special training at school. 

Companies will teach you the skills you need after hiring you. Therefore, it is totally 

possible—and advisable—to major in a subject you like and then find a job unconnected to 

your major. For example, my father majored in philosophy in college but is a businessman 

now. He said he has never used the knowledge he learned in his major at work; however, he 

has no regrets. He wanted to major in philosophy, so that is what he did. 

On Your Own 

C011,Cat4iCit 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

It is ideal for students to take the classes they like instead of those designed to help their 

careers. 

, On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

	 Students can learn better what they are interested in and can learn their job duties later. 

Therefore, they should study what subject they are interested in to make their school lives 

more enjoyable. 

On Your OWn- 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to choose the subjects that you are interested in than the subjects you need to 
prepare for a job or a career. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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What Subjects to Choose? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 
Yes No 

Dterociacti,on 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

8o# 3. clear topic sentences 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Conck,osi,opt 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence; My best friend always says, "Take classes you will need for the future." I disagree with 

her advice. [Thesis statement] Instead, it is better to study subjects you are interested in than ones you 

might need for a job or career. 

[Topic sentence 1] The first reason is that you can learn better and faster when you study what interests 

you. [Supporting details] It is a well-known fact that people tend to get more motivated to learn and thus 

more easily concentrate on something they are interested in. For example, I once studied art and learned 

a lot because I loved the class. I was eager to learn more, and sometimes I even spent several hours 

painting a picture by myself. That made me a good painter. On the contrary, I hate math. Even though I 

know I have to take my math class since I am considering becoming an accountant, the class is so boring 

that I learn little. Objectively, the math class could possibly help my career, not the art class. Yet I have no 

interest in the math class while I found the art class fascinating. 

[Topic sentence A second reason is that you can always get job training later. [Supporting detailsj Unless 

you will be a doctor, lawyer, or engineer, you need no special training at school. Companies will teach you 

the skills you need after hiring you. Therefore, it is totally possible—and advisable—to major in a subject 

you like and then find a job unconnected to your major. For example, my father majored in philosophy in 

college but is a businessman now. He said he has never used the knowledge he learned in his major at 

work; however, he has no regrets. He wanted to major in philosophy, so that is what he did. 

[Restatement of the thesis] In conclusion, it is ideal for students to take the classes they like instead of those 

designed to help their careers. [Summary] They can learn better what they are interested in and can learn 

their job duties later. [Closing] Therefore, students should study what subject they are interested in to make 

their school lives more enjoyable. 
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Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 	 Topic sentence 2 

r 

Do Grades Encourage Learning? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Grades (marks) can encourage students to learn. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 1 	 Topic sentence 2 

want to attend good 	 peer pressure to get 

college 	 good grades 

impossible without good grades 

• try hard to get good grades 

• brother's grades —› so learned much 

students with good grades —› popular 

ones with low grades —> made fun of 

stimulate students to work harder 
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Example 

• Conclusion 

Students compete to earn higher grades so that they can be popular and so that 

other students will not make fun of them. 

Grades can make students work hard by applying peer pressure on them and by 

reminding them that they need to attend good colleges or to get better jobs. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

ample 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

------- 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

I firmly believe grades can actually motivate students to learn. 

Most teenage students in Korea are interested in attending the best college possible in 

order to learn more or to get better jobs after graduating. 

My brother was a poor student, but he tried hard to get higher grades to enter a good 

college. 

In Korea, students feel peer pressure to get good grades and learn more. 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

/kir'Odadth11, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Samp 
	

Some people argue that grades cannot encourage students to learn. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sampl 
	

I firmly believe grades can actually motivate students to learn. 

On Your Own 

Body 1  
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Most teenage students in Korea are interested in attending the best college possible in 

order to learn more or to get better jobs after graduating. 

B Supporting Details 

Without good grades, however, this will be virtually impossible for them. The need to 

receive good grades therefore inspires them to learn. For instance, my brother used to be a 

poor student in the first year of high school, so his school grades were lower than average. 

But he soon realized that no good schools would accept him with those kinds of grades. 

He suddenly became interested in getting better grades, which made him study more. He 

began learning a lot, and now he attends an excellent college. Grades clearly motivated him 

to learn more. 
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Do Grades Encourage Learning? 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

In Korea, students also feel peer pressure to get good grades and learn more. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

At my school, most of the unpopular students get poor grades while many of the popular 

students get outstanding grades. Those students with low grades are often made fun of or 

left out by other students. So many students feel pressure to get good grades because they 

do not want to be treated as laughingstocks. On the other hand, those students with high 

grades receive awards for their good work. This encourages competition among students 

and stimulates some other students to work harder to win these awards or get along with 

those excellent students. Overall, grades make students work harder in one way or the other. 

Cattelikrriait 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sampl 	Grades are clearly important at encouraging students to learn. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	They help students gain enough knowledge to attend good colleges and also apply peer 

pressure on students to work more. Grades definitely play an important role in learning in 

Korea. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Grades (marks) can encourage students to learn. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Srafjes 	 Learning? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Ifrarodadion 1. an opening sentence 0 El 
2, a clear thesis statement O 0 

Body 3. clear topic sentences El 0 
4, specific and enough details O El 
5 clear flow of the ideas O 0 

Ca/taws/on 6, a restatement of the thesis 0 Li 
7 a summary of the main points El 0 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] Some people argue that grades cannot encourage students to learn. I disagree with 

them. [Thesis statement] I firmly believe grades can actually motivate students to learn. 

[Topic sentence I Most teenage students in Korea are interested in attending the best college possible 

in order to learn more or to get better jobs after graduating. ['Supporting details] Without good grades, 

however, this will be virtually impossible for them. The need to receive good grades therefore inspires 

them to learn. For instance, my brother used to be a poor student in the first year of high school, so his 

school grades were lower than average. But he soon realized that no good schools would accept him 

with those kinds of grades. He suddenly became interested in getting better grades, which made him 

study more. He began iearning a lot, and now he attends an excellent college. Grades clearly motivated 

him to learn more. 

In Korea, students also feel peer pressure to get good grades and learn more. 

_ At my school, most of the unpopular students get poor grades while many of the popular students 

get outstanding grades. Those students with low grades are often made fun of or left out by other 

students. So many students feel pressure to get good grades because they do not want to be treated as 

laughingstocks. On the other hand, those students with high grades receive awards for their good work. 

This encourages competition among students and stimulates some other students to work harder to win 

these awards or get along with those excellent students. Overall, grades make students work harder in 

one way or the other. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Grades are clearly important at encouraging students to learn. 	They 

help students gain enough knowledge to attend good colleges and also apply peer pressure on students 

to work more. 	Grades definitely play an important role in learning in Korea. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I disagree 

	

Topic sentence 1 	 Topic sentence 2 

	

much homework 	 turns students 

useless 	 against the class 

is more like "busywork" 

my math homework unneeded 

too much homework is overkill 

feel overburdened 

start to dislike class 

my attitude toward science class 

Topic sentence 	 Topic sentence 2 

rc-i Homework Every Day? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Teachers should give students homework every day. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• i 	staremen. I believe that doing homework every day is counterproductive and can actually have 

negative effects on students. 

• Topic sentence 1  Much of daily homework is useless. 

Example 	Some math teachers give daily homework even though the students already understand 

everything. 

• Topic sentence 2 Too much homework can make students dislike classes they otherwise would have liked. 

Example 	A heavy homework load in science made me start to dislike it even though I had once 

enjoyed it very much. 

• Conclusion 
	

Teachers should not assign homework every day because it has little educational effect 

and can turn students against their classes. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

frarOdath.on, 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

One of my teachers often tells the class, "You need to do homework every day in order to 

learn as much as possible." 

On Your' 

B Thesis Statement 

_,LE4M1111111 I believe that doing homework every day is counterproductive and can actually have 

negative effects on students. 

U four Own 

Body 1 
i Topic Sentence 

Much of our daily homework is useless. 

B Supporting Details 

111111=-, It seems more like "busywork" the teachers give us because they feel obligated to give 

homework every day. For example, some math teachers assign the same kinds of math 

problems again and again as homework even though the students clearly understand the 

material. There is simply no need to continue training the students when they understand 

the lesson sufficiently. Anything more is overkill. These kinds of homework assignments do 

 

not teach students anything at all. If students will not learn anything from their homework, 

teachers should not assign it. 

          

On Your 	̀ 

106 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



Homework Every 

So 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Too much homework can also make students dislike classes they otherwise would have 

liked. 

.On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	Students can often feel overburdened because teachers are giving homework to them 

every day in every class. With all of this homework, students get less eager to take the 

class itself. For instance, I really love science. However, one year, my science teacher gave 

us homework every day. Sometimes it helped us learn, but most of the time it was just 

busywork. I started hating science because of all the unnecessary homework I was getting. 

When a situation like this happens, students' learning suffers. 

CandUthilt 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	Teachers should not assign homework every day. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

Their homework assignments often teach the students nothing new, and these assignments 

can also turn student opinion against a class. Almost all students would really appreciate it 

if teachers gave them a break from daily homework assignments. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Teachers should give students homework every day. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Homework Lvery jay? n` ci) 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
ziterodactricist 1. an opening sentence 0 0 

2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 
8ady 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 

4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

CO12CLVA.012 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
7. a summary of the main points 0 0 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] One of my teachers often tells the class, "You need to do homework every day in order 

to learn as much as possible." I could not disagree more with him. [Thesis statement] In fact, I believe that 

doing homework every day is counterproductive and can actually have negative effects on students. 

[Topic sentence 1] The first reason I feel this way is that much of our daily homework is useless. [Supporrin, 

details] It seems more like "busywork" the teachers give us because they feel obligated to give homework 

every day. For example, some math teachers assign the same kinds of math problems again and again as 

homework even though the students clearly understand the material. There is simply no need to continue 

training the students when they understand the lesson sufficiently. Anything more is overkill. These kinds 

of homework assignments do not teach students anything at all. If students will not learn anything from 

their homework, teachers should not assign it. 

[Topic sentence 2] Too much homework can also make students dislike classes they otherwise would have 

liked. [Supporting details] Students can often feel overburdened because teachers are giving homework to 

them every day in every class. With all of this homework, students get less eager to take the class itself. 

For instance, I really love science. However, one year, my science teacher gave us homework every day. 

Sometimes it helped us learn, but most of the time it was just busywork. I started hating science because 

of all the unnecessary homework I was getting. When a situation like this happens, students' learning 

suffers. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Teachers should not assign homework every day. [Su,,maryj Their homework 

assignments often teach the students nothing new, and these assignments can also turn student opinion 

against a class. 'Ciosiit Almost all students would really appreciate it if teachers gave them a break from 

daily homework assignments. 

www.nhantriviet.com 	 109 



Topic sentence 1 

knowledge becomes 

outdated 

Topic sentence 2 

learn new teaching 

methods 

Topic sentence 1 

Updating Teachers' Knowledge 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

All teachers should be required to update their knowledge every five years. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

• new discoveries made every day 	 need new approaches to teaching 

• certain "facts" get proven wrong 	 can improve quality of class 

---> Pluto: not a planet anymore 	 • a teacher improved after studying 
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ample 

• Thesis statement Every teacher should have to return to school every five years to update his or her 

knowledge. 

• Topic sentence 1 Knowledge often becomes outdated, so teachers must learn what is happening in their 

fields. 

    

     

Example 	There are only eight planets in the solar system now because Pluto is not considered one 

anymore. 

• Topic sentence 2 Teachers can learn about new teaching methods while updating their knowledge. 

Example 	One of my teachers became much better in the classroom after she went back to school 

to update her knowledge. 

• Conclusion 	Teachers should update their knowledge every five years because they need to learn 

what is happening in their fields and need to improve their teaching methods. 

Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

 

On Your Own 

     

         

 

• Thesis statement 

     

         

 

• Topic sentence 1 

     

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example.  

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

&fit/Vie/tail6K 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sometimes teachers complain that they must constantly go back to school to study even 

though they graduated many years ago. 

Ili Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

Every teacher should have to return to school every five years to update his or her knowledge. 

So 
A Topic Sentence 

Knowledge often becomes outdated, so teachers must learn what is happening in their fields. 

On Your Own 

Supporting Details 

We live in a fast-paced world where people make new discoveries every day. If teachers 

are not aware of these discoveries, they will not be able to teach their students up-to-date 

knowledge. Additionally, sometimes people realize that certain "facts" they used to believe 

are actually wrong. Pluto is one example. Astronomers do not consider it a planet anymore. 

So there are now just eight, not nine, planets in the solar system. Yet without more training, 

some teachers might still be teaching their students about the old way of thought. Students 

attend school to learn as much as possible, and teachers owe it to their students to be up-

to-date on their own knowledge. 
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Updating Teachers' Knowledge 

RO 2 

A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Teachers can also learn about new teaching methods while updating their knowledge. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

This is important since some teachers are still teaching the same way they did twenty 

or thirty years ago. They need new approaches to teaching, and these could make 

their classes more fun, interesting, and beneficial to the students. One of my teachers 

recently went back to school to study. When she returned, she had improved her teaching 

considerably. It is too bad that every teacher cannot change for the better like she did. 

COVX.41/1/2t1011, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	Teachers should definitely be required to update their knowledge every five years. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

In certain fields, knowledge can quickly become old or incorrect. Also, teachers can learn 

how to teach better while they study. Teachers need to learn as much as they can in order 

to instruct their students well. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

All teachers should be required to update their knowledge every five years. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Updating Teachers' Knowledge 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
Wroduacion 1: an opening sentence 0 0 

2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 
gay 3 clear topic sentences 0 0 

4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

Concl-wson 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
':=5 a summary of the main points 0 

Sam* 

[Opening sentence] Sometimes teachers complain that they must constantly go back to school to study 

even though they graduated many years ago. I believe this attitude is improper. ',Thesis statement] In fact, 

every teacher should have to return to school every five years to update his or her knowledge. 

To begin with, knowledge often becomes outdated, so teachers must learn what is 

happening in their fields. [Supporting details] We live in a fast-paced world where people make new 

discoveries every day. If teachers are not aware of these discoveries, they will not be able to teach their 

students up-to-date knowledge. Additionally, sometimes people realize that certain "facts" they used to 

believe are actually wrong. Pluto is one example. Astronomers do not consider it a planet anymore. So 

there are now just eight, not nine, planets in the solar system. Yet without more training, some teachers 

might still be teaching their students about the old way of thought. Students attend school to learn as 

much as possible, and teachers owe it to their students to be up-to-date on their own knowledge. 

[Topic sentence 2] Teachers can also learn about new teaching methods while updating their knowledge. 

[Supporting details] This is important since some teachers are still teaching the same way they did twenty 

or thirty years ago. They need new approaches to teaching, and these could make their classes more 

0,  fun, interesting, and beneficial to the students. One of my teachers recently went back to school to study. 

When she returned, she had improved her teaching considerably. It is too bad that every teacher cannot 

change for the better like she did. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Teachers should definitely be required to update their knowledge every five 

years. [Summary] In certain fields, knowledge can quickly become old or incorrect. Also, teachers can 

learn how to teach better while they study. [Closing] Teachers need to learn as much as they can in order 

to instruct their students well. 
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• 

Sommosessim. 	 • 

8raiimtorrning 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 1 

need to get some 

rest 

Topic sentence 2 

gain some life 

experience 

Sample 

• have been in school for 1 2+ years 

• need to recharge batteries 

• my brother's plan to take a break 

• get internship at company 

• travel to various places 

• have a part-time job 

On Your Own 

Topic sentence 2 

i
F) A Yearlong Pre-University Break 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to have a yearlong break before attending university. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement I believe it is more beneficial for students to have a yearlong break after high school 

before they attend college. 

• Topic sentence 1  Students need time off from school simply to take a break. 

Example 	My brother is taking a year off from school after graduating from high school, so he will 

be rested when he begins college. 

• Topic sente 

Example 

Students can use this one-year period to gain life experience. 

 

My brother's friends are planning to get internships, travel, and get part-time jobs during 

their time off. 

• Conclusion 	It is advisable for students to take a year off before attending college because they can 

get a chance to recover their strength and can gain some valuable experience. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Ititrodu.then 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Most students rush directly from high school to college without taking a break. 

On Your Own 

Thesis Statement 

I believe it is more beneficial for students to have a yearlong break after high school before 

they attend college. 

Body 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Students need time off from school simply to take a break. 

B Supporting Details 

After attending school for at least twelve years, most students would welcome the time off. 

They can use this time to recharge their "batteries." I know that I feel a lot better after my 

summer and winter vacations. I cannot imagine how much better I would feel if I could take 

an entire year off from studying. Actually, my brother is taking some time off next year once 

he graduates from high school. I think he is doing the right thing. One year without school 

will let him get a lot of rest and will surely make him a better student at college. 

Out` OWn 
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A Yearlong Pre-University Break 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Students can also use this one-year period to gain life experience. 

B Supporting Details 

Saniple 
	

A year is enough time to experience many different activities. For example, some of my 

brother's friends are planning on getting internships at various companies. They can then 

decide if they are interested in having a job in that field. This will affect what subject they 

major in at college. Another friend is planning to travel. She wants to see the world before 

going to college. And two other friends will be getting part-time jobs. They can therefore 

make money and get some work experience. All of these things should help them become 

better students in the future by giving them different kinds of experience. 

On Your Own 

COXCLUSiOn, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample • It is advisable for students to take a year off before attending college. 

B Summary & Closing 

They can get a chance to recover their strength, and they can also gain some valuable 

experience. Taking a long pre-university break definitely has its worth. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to have a yearlong break before attending university. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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A Yearlong Pre-University Break 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Icteroduction, 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details 

5. clear flow of the ideas 

Concie,rsiox 6. a restatement of the thesis 

7. a summary of the main points 

dk 
	 SAMS OR fikkl Vitae Ng 

1111=1=N 

[Opening sentence] Most students rush directly from high school to college without taking a break. 

statement] However, I believe it is more beneficial for students to have a yearlong break after high school 

before they attend college. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one thing, students need time off from school simply to take a break. 

details] After attending school for at least twelve years, most students would welcome the time off. They 

can use this time to recharge their "batteries." I know that I feel a lot better after my summer and winter 

vacations. I cannot imagine how much better I would feel if I could take an entire year off from studying. 

Actually, my brother is taking some time off next year once he graduates from high school. I think he 

is doing the right thing. One year without school will let him get a lot of rest and will surely make him a 

better student at college. 

[Topic sentence 2] Students can also use this one-year period to gain life experience. [Supporting details] A 

year is enough time to experience many different activities. For example, some of my brother's friends 

are planning on getting internships at various companies. They can then decide if they are interested in 

having a job in that field. This will affect what subject they major in at college. Another friend is planning 

to travel. She wants to see the world before going to college. And two other friends will be getting 

part-time jobs. They can therefore make money and get some work experience. All of these things should 

help them become better students in the future by giving them different kinds of experience. 

[Restatement of the thesis] It is advisable for students to take a year off before attending college. [Summary] 

They can get a chance to recover their strength, and they can also gain some valuable experience. [Closing] 

Taking a long pre-university break definitely has its worth. 
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Topic sentence 

many jobs don't 

need higher ed. 

Topic sentence 2 

success defined in 

many ways 

• Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 

University Education & Success 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

A university education is essential to success in life. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

electricians & plumbers 	 • happiness 

actors, singers, & artists 	 • raising good children 

professional athletes 	 • living healthy life 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement I firmly believe a college education is not an integral part of success in life. 

• Topic sentence 1 Many jobs do not require a person to have a higher education. 

Example 	Many trades and jobs allow people to make large amounts of money without needing to 	 -  

be highly educated. 

• Topic sentence 2 Every person has his or her own individual definition of what success means. 

Example 	Success based on happiness, one's family life, or living healthily to an old age does not 

    

require a person to have a university education. 

Without college educations, people can get high-paying jobs, and they define success in 

their own ways. 

• Conclusion 

 

    

     

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

        

/14/Vatitai611, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

      

Sample Some people say that a university education is essential to success in life. 

 

            

            

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

I firmly believe a college education is not an integral part of success in life. 

go 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Many jobs do not require a person to have a higher education. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

For example, there are many trades that require special training but no university education. 

These include electricians and plumbers. While their jobs are not glamorous, these people 

still make considerable amounts of money. Likewise, it seems that numerous actors, 

actresses, singers, and artists never attended college, yet they have enormous amounts of 

money. And, finally, many professional athletes did not attend a university; however, they 

can earn millions of dollars every year they play a professional sport. Clearly, not everyone 

needs a university education to succeed in life. 
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University Ecinatini-,  & Surirnnr 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Every person has his or her own individual definition of what success means. 

B Supporting Details 

That means there are many ways for a person to succeed aside from making lots of money. 

Many people consider their lives to be successful if they are happy. This is the case for both 

my grandmother and grandfather. Secondly, some people define happiness by their family 

lives. If they raise their children to be good, hardworking citizens, they consider their lives 

to have been successful. Lastly, others think that success in life is living healthily to an old 

age. It all depends upon what their definition of success is. But, in many cases, a university 

education has nothing to do with success. 

COXCIV/Siiikt 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	I truly believe a university education is not indispensable to a person's success. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	People can get many high-paying jobs without a college education, and everyone defines 

success in different ways. Therefore, a university education can be said to have nothing to 

do with success. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

A university education is essential to success in life. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Univens4 Education & Succes 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes 	No 
1. an opening sentence 	 El 	El 
2. a clear thesis statement 

Sody 
	

3. clear topic sentences 	 O 	0 
4. specific and enough details 	 0 	0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 

	 O 	0 
Concie,1/2/..ot 
	

6. a restatement of the thesis 
	 O 	0 

7. a summary of the main points 	 O 	0 

te 	 NM 	4111i 	EU Slit 	31216 WO Mit SOK MD 21Irig NM MN 110111 MI VIM WEN= 	mos 	ti 	=is mos rim Nos mu 

[Opening sentence] Some people say that a university education is essential to success in life. 

statement] However, I firmly believe a college education is not an integral part of success in life. 

[Topic sentence 1] Many jobs do not require a person to have a higher education. [Supporiing 	For 

example, there are many trades that require special training but no university education. These include 

electricians and plumbers. While their jobs are not glamorous, these people still make considerable 

amounts of money. Likewise, it seems that numerous actors, actresses, singers, and artists never 

attended college, yet they have enormous amounts of money. And, finally, many professional athletes 

did not attend a university; however, they can earn millions of dollars every year they play a professional 

sport. Clearly, not everyone needs a university education to succeed in life. 

[Topic sentence 2] Additionally, every person has his or her own individual definition of what success means. 

;Supporting details! That means there are many ways for a person to succeed aside from making lots of 

money. Many people consider their lives to be successful if they are happy. This is the case for both my 

grandmother and grandfather. Secondly, some people define happiness by their family lives. If they raise 

their children to be good, hardworking citizens, they consider their lives to have been successful. Lastly, 

others think that success in life is living healthily to an old age. It all depends upon what their definition of 

success is. But, in many cases, a university education has nothing to do with success. 

[Restatement of the thesis; I truly believe a university education is not indispensable to a person's success. 

[Summary] People can get many high-paying jobs without a college education, and everyone defines 

success in different ways. r..110:-, ..:Jj Therefore, a university education can be said to have nothing to do 

with success. 

Ari-rodu,clion 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Sample 
Thesis statement 

I agree 

Topic sentence 1 

helps learn facts 

more easily 

Topic sentence 2 

can change the 

world 

must know ideas to connect facts 

reading books w/out knowing themes 

teachers should tell ideas first 

6, 	 

should learn ideas behind big events 

will forget facts but recall ideas 

Martin Luther King Jr. changed 

the USA 

On Your Own 
Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 

• 

• 

• 

Ideas vs. Facts 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to understand ideas and concepts than to learn facts. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

128 
	

www.nhantriviet.com  



Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement It is more important to teach ideas and concepts than to have students remember facts. 

• Topic sentence 1 Once students understand an idea, they can more easily learn the facts behind it. 

Example 	Our teacher never told us the themes of the books we were reading, so we were 

confused about what we read. 

• Topic sentence 2 Ideas and concepts have the power to change the world, but facts do not. 

Example 	People like Martin Luther King Jr. used ideas to get the United States to change and to 

inspire the entire world. 

• Conclusion 	Teaching ideas and concepts can facilitate the learning of facts, and it can help students 

change the world. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

            

                

                

• Topic sentence 2 

            

 

Example 

        

          

          

          

• Conclusion 

        

www.nhantriviet.com 	 129 



Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Atindath4911, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

My teachers are constantly drilling our class and making us learn facts. 

B Thesis Statement 

It is more important to teach ideas and concepts than to have students remember facts. 

Sody 1 
A Topic Sentence 

M_. 	Once students understand an idea, they can more easily learn the facts behind it. 

Supporting Details 

Therefore, only after the teacher explains an idea should he or she give the class the facts. 

Without knowing the main idea, students will be unable to connect the facts or show the 

facts' importance. For example, my friends and I have recently read several confusing 

books in our literature class. Unfortunately, our teacher never told us the overall themes 

in the stories we had read. So we were not sure what the stories were about even after 

finishing them. However, when the teacher finally gave us the books' themes, the stories 

made sense. Had we known the themes while reading the stories, we could have learned 

much more. This is why ideas and concepts should be taught first. 
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8o 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Ideas and concepts have the power to change the world, but facts do not. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

For example, my history class recently learned about Martin Luther King Jr. and the 

American Civil Rights Movement. We learned why he and many others were protesting at 

that time. While we did learn some facts, we focused more on the overall ideas behind the 

Civil Rights Movement. Thanks to Or. King's and others' work, the racial climate in America 

greatly improved. People of all races and colors started to receive equal treatment. And Dr. 

King's ideas of racial equality have inspired people all over the world. His ideas were world-

changing, and those are what we will remember. 

C011,thffiag 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	Teaching ideas is much better than focusing on facts. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

Knowing ideas helps people understand facts more easily. And some ideas have greatly 

changed society. When I study or read books, I do not recall all the facts, but I always 

remember the ideas. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to understand ideas and concepts than to learn facts. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 
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Ideas vs. Facts 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
1pf,trociactiast 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑  

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑  

5, clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Cancivsion 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 

[Opening sentence] My teachers are constantly drilling our class and making us learn facts. This is a 

useless teaching method. [Thesis statement; It is more important to teach ideas and concepts than to have 

students remember facts. 

[Topic sentence 1] The reason is that, once students understand an idea, they can more easily learn the 

facts behind it. [Supporting details] Therefore, only after the teacher explains an idea should he or she give 

the class the facts. Without knowing the main idea, students will be unable to connect the facts or show 

the facts' importance. For example, my friends and I have recently read several confusing books in our 

literature class. Unfortunately, our teacher never told us the overall themes in the stories we had read. So 

we were not sure what the stories were about even after finishing them. However, when the teacher finally 

gave us the books' themes, the stories made sense. Had we known the themes while reading the stories, 

we could have learned much more. This is why ideas and concepts should be taught first. 

[Topic sentence 2] Ideas and concepts have the power to change the world, but facts do not. [Supporting 

details] For example, my history class recently learned about Martin Luther King Jr. and the American Civil 

Rights Movement. We learned why he and many others were protesting at that time. While we did learn 

some facts, we focused more on the overall ideas behind the Civil Rights Movement. Thanks to Dr. King's 

and others' work, the racial climate in America greatly improved. People of all races and colors started to 

receive equal treatment. And Dr. King's ideas of racial equality have inspired people all over the world. His 

ideas were world-changing, and those are what we will remember. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Teaching ideas is much better than focusing on facts, [Summary] Knowing ideas 

helps people understand facts more easily. And some ideas have greatly changed society. [Closing] When 

I study or read books, I do not recall all the facts, but I always remember the ideas. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 2 

have big influence on 

children 

Topic sentence 1 

spend much time 

with children 

Topic sentence 

/\ Are Parents the Best Teachers? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Parents make the best teachers. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

have many chances to teach 
	

children want to be like parents 

know how their own children learn 	 parents set good examples for kids 

my parents explained ideas well 
	

I tried acting like my parents 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

' Sample 

• Thesis statement Parents definitely make the best teachers. _ 

• Topic sentence 1 Parents spend more time with their children than anyone else. 

Example 	When my parents helped me with my homework, they often explained it better than my 

teachers did. 

• Topic sentence 2 Parents can tremendously influence their children. 

Examde 
	

Children often imitate their parents, so parents can set good examples for their children 

and teach them by their actions. 

• Conclusion 
	

Parents can make the best teachers because they spend much time with their children 

and can easily influence them as role models. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

I have heard it said that there are no better teachers than parents. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 

 

Parents definitely make the best teachers. 

 

        

        

        

Body 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Parents spend more time with their children than anyone else. 

B Supporting Details 

This gives parents more opportunities to instruct their children. From birth until kindergarten, 

at least one parent is with the child virtually twenty-four hours a day. This lets parents become 

familiar with their children and be aware of their children's learning habits, making them 

excellent teachers. When I was young and had trouble doing my homework, my parents 

always assisted me. If I did not understand something, they knew exactly how to explain it to 

me. I remember often thinking, "Why didn't my teacher explain it this way?" My parents were 

definitely aware of how I learn things. This made them excellent teachers for me. 

On Your Own 
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Are Parents the Bea: Teachers 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

1111r.„Alli Parents can tremendously influence their children. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
Children traditionally look up to their parents and imitate them. In fact, children often come 

to think like their own parents. Studies show that children frequently share the same religion 

and political thoughts as their parents. So parents should be able to set good examples for 

their children. For example, they can use decent language, show sympathy and generosity 

toward others, and read a lot. These good examples encourage their children to act the 

same way. They are teaching by example: This is exactly what my parents did. When I was 

young, I learned much by watching their actions and copying them. 

COXCIUSi011, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Samp I am sure that parents make the best teachers. 

  

    

    

    

B Summary & Closing 

Parents spend the most time with their children, so they know how to teach them. And they 

can most easily influence their children. Even though I am still fairly young, my parents have 

taught me more than anyone else I know. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Parents make the best teachers. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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W.1.111  Are Parents the Best Teachers? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
Ati-revaithon 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

8lidy 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Cancirksion 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 

TEN 	Mir 1140 	 WO KO MO 11111 MP IP IIP UP MP 

[Opening sentence] I have heard it said that there are no better teachers than parents. This is very true. [Thesis 

statement] In fact, parents definitely make the best teachers. 

(Topic sentence 1] The primary reason I feel this way is that parents spend more time with their children 

than anyone else. [Supporting details] This gives parents more opportunities to instruct their children. From 

birth until kindergarten, at least one parent is with the child virtually twenty-four hours a day. This lets 

parents become familiar with their children and be aware of their children's learning habits, making them 

excellent teachers. When I was young and had trouble doing my homework, my parents always assisted 

me. If I did not understand something, they knew exactly how to explain it to me. I remember often 

thinking, "Why didn't my teacher explain it this way?" My parents were definitely aware of how I learn 

things. This made them excellent teachers for me. 

[Topic sentence 2] A second reason is that parents can tremendously influence their children. [Supporting 

details] Children traditionally look up to their parents and imitate them. In fact, children often come to think 

like their own parents. Studies show that children frequently share the same religion and political thoughts 

as their parents. So parents should be able to set good examples for their children. For example, they 

can use decent language, show sympathy and generosity toward others, and read a lot. These good 

examples encourage their children to act the same way. They are teaching by example. This is exactly 

what my parents did. When I was young, I learned much by watching their actions and copying them. 

[Restatement of the thesis] For these reasons, I am sure that parents make the best teachers. [Summary] 

They spend the most time with their children, so they know how to teach them. And they can most easily 

influence their children. —:osingi  Even though I am still fairly young, my parents have taught me more than 

anyone else I know. 
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EirslIn*„ortrning 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

• science makes life less mysterious 

• need to identify "junk" science 

• society relies on science very much 

• most would avoid science if possible 

• is useful to learn other subjects 

• need to enhance overall knowledge 

On Your Own 
Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 

• • 

• 

• • 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

Topic sentence 2 

need well-rounded 

400000#  

Topic sentence 1 

should know how 

world works 

\-r)-r-  Science Class Made Mandatory in College 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

All universities should require students to take a science class even though their major has no 
relevance to this field. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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• r" 

Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

ample 

• Thesis statement It is important for college students to take at least one science class even if their 

major is completely unrelated to it. 

• Topic sentence 1 It is crucial that people know how the world works. 

Example 	People can learn to tell real science from fake science and can also learn about the 

world, which heavily relies on science. 

• Topic sentence 2 College students must have well-rounded educations. 

Example 	Although I do not like most sciences, I am willing to take a science class because it will 

• Conclusion 

• Thesis statement 

help enhance my overall knowledge. 

By taking at least one science class, college students can know how the world works and 

can get balanced education. 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

DULYOdUthatt 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Some colleges have no science requirement needed for students to graduate. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 

	

	
I believe it is important for college students to take at least one science class even if their 

major is completely unrelated to it. 

On Your Own„ 

8o 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

It is crucial that people know how the world works. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

Science can help explain things to people. It does not matter if the students take biology, 

chemistry, physics, astronomy, or any other science. By learning any science, people can 

start unlocking the world's mysteries. Too many people believe the junk science and silly 

theories they read on the Internet. If they knew even a little science, they would know that 

much "science" people write or talk about is wrong. Additionally, since modern society 

relies so heavily on science, people ought to know how a computer works, what makes a 

plane fly, and why the stars shine at night. Knowing things like these makes the world more 

understandable. 
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Science Class Made Mandatory in College 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

College students must have well-rounded educations. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

They should not be allowed only to take classes in their majors or ones they like. Without 

a science requirement, most non-science major students would avoid taking it. This is not 

good for a balanced education. As for me, even though I dislike most sciences and do not 

want to major in one, I think I should take at least one class since it is useful to learn about 

other subjects. Attending college is a great opportunity to enhance one's knowledge in all 

fields. Science is an important one, and all students should'therefore have to take it. 

On Your Own 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Every university should require its students to take one science class prior to graduating. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	

Students need to understand the world better, and they also require well-rounded 

educations. While I do not always do well in science classes, I still plan to take at least one 

when I attend college. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

All universities should require students to take a science class even though their major has no 
relevance to this field. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Science Class Made Mandatory in College 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes 	No 

Ikotroductiou 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 
gay 	3. clear topic sentences 

4. specific and enough details 

5. clear flow of the ideas 
Conciu,sion 6. a restatement of the thesis 

7. a summary of the main points 

.444 4,44 

 

44.4 0.416 

  

Sample 

[Opening sentence] Some colleges have no science requirement needed for students to graduate. I would 

never go to those schools. [Thesis statement] I believe it is important for college students to take at least 

one science class even if their major is completely unrelated to it. 

[Topic sentence 1] It is crucial that people know how the world works. [Supporting details] Science can help 

explain things to people. It does not matter if the students take biology, chemistry, physics, astronomy, or 

any other science. By learning any science, people can start unlocking the world's mysteries. Too many 

people believe the junk science and silly theories they read on the Internet. If they knew even a little science, 

they would know that much "science" people write or talk about is wrong. Additionally, since modern 

society relies so heavily on science, people ought to know how a computer works, what makes a plane 

fly, and why the stars shine at night. Knowing things like these makes the world more understandable. 

[Topic sentence 2] College students also must have well-rounded educations. [Supporting details] 

They should not be allowed only to take classes in their majors or ones they like. Without a science 

requirement, most non-science major students would avoid taking it. This is not good for a balanced 

education. As for me, even though I dislike most sciences and do not want to major in one, I think I 

should take at least one class since it is useful to learn about other subjects. Attending college is a great 

opportunity to enhance one's knowledge in all fields. Science is an important one, and all students should 

therefore have to take it. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Every university should require its students to take one science class prior to 

graduating. [Summary] Students need to understand the world better, and they also require well-rounded 

educations. [Closing] While I do not always do well in science classes, I still plan to take at least one when 

I attend college. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence) 

computers to 

replace books 

Sample 

Topic sentence 1 

environmental 

Topic sentence 1 

The Future of Printed Books 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Twenty years from now, students will no longer use printed books. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

[ • people worried about deforestation 

• try to protect trees & animals 

• look for other ways to make books 

store more information than books 

use laptops with textbooks on them 

• have instant access to information 
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students to use other forms of books instead of printed books. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

ANIPIINTOW 	 

Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement Students will stop using printed books about twenty years from now for environmental 

and technological reasons. 

• Topic sentence 1 People are going to use fewer books because of the environmental impact of making 

them. 

Example 	People are worried about deforestation, so they will try to protect trees and animals by 

reducing the number of printed books. 

• Topic sentence 2 Computers will completely replace books in the future. 

Example 	Students will have access to their materials on a laptop, so they will not have problems 

finding information like they do with books. 

• Conclusion 	Advanced computer technology as well as concerns about deforestation will encourage 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Some people say that students will not use printed books in the future. 

B Thesis Statement 

I think this will happen about twenty years from now for environmental and technological 

reasons. 

On Your Own 

Bo 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

People are going to use fewer books because of the environmental impact of making them. 

On Your Own 

       

        

        

B Supporting Details 

Nowadays, many people are highly concerned about preserving the environment. 

Deforestation is one of their chief concerns. Chopping down trees not only destroys forests, 

but it also has a negative impact on the animals and other plants living there. Reducing the 

number of printed books will help save millions of trees, animals, and plants. As people 

become even more environmentally conscious, they will start looking for different ways to 

print books. Making e-books on computers will be the most likely method. 
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Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

	 We are living in a computer age now, so computers will completely replace books in the 

future. 

B Supporting Details 

Computers can store much more information than books. Indeed, one computer can hold 

the information contained in thousands of books. In the future, therefore, students can carry 

one light laptop with all of their textbooks and reading materials downloaded on it. They will 

surely appreciate not having to deal with the burden of carrying heavy books. Also, by using 

computers, they will have instant access to every book they need. They will no longer have to 

search through their desks for a lost book or flip through a book's pages to find a reference. 

The computer's search function enables them to find everything quickly and easily. 

On Your Own 

C012dUici4011, 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

I am positive that students will not use printed books in the future. 

B Summary & Closing 

The concern about deforestation will impel people to stop making printed books, and 

computer technology will encourage them to replace books with laptops. I wish my school 

would immediately replace printed texts with computers. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Twenty years from now, students will no longer use printed books. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

150 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] Some people say that students will not use printed books in the future. I agree with 

them. [Thesis statement] In fact, I think this will happen about twenty years from now for environmental and 

technological reasons. 

,[Topic sentence 1] First, people are going to use fewer books because of the environmental impact of 

making them. [Supporting details] Nowadays, many people are highly concerned about preserving the 

environment. Deforestation is one of their chief concerns. Chopping down trees not only destroys forests, 

but it also has a negative impact on the animals and other plants living there. Reducing the number 

of printed books will help save millions of trees, animals, and plants. As people become even more 

environmentally conscious, they will start looking for different ways to print books. Making e-books on 

computers will be the most likely method. 

[Topic sentence 2] We are living in a computer age now, so computers will completely replace books in the 

future. [Supporting details] Computers can store much more information than books. Indeed, one computer 

can hold the information contained in thousands of books. In the future, therefore, students can carry one 

light laptop with all of their textbooks and reading materials downloaded on it. They will surely appreciate 

not having to deal with the burden of carrying heavy books. Also, by using computers, they will have 

instant access to every book they need. They will no longer have to search through their desks for a lost 

book or flip through a book's pages to find a reference. The computer's search function enables them to 

find everything quickly and easily. 

[Restatement of the thesis] I am positive that students will not use printed books in the future. [Summary] The 

concern about deforestation will impel people to stop making printed books, and computer technology 

will encourage them to replace books with laptops. 	] I wish my school would immediately replace 

printed texts with computers. 

-; 
Illr".....  The Future of Printed Books 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
htfrodatholt 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Canciusi,on. 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 
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FirSd1155trirthing 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

Topic sentence 1 

more people 

traveling abroad 

• should learn foreign languages 

• need to understand other cultures 

• Westerners traveling Asian countries 

Topic sentence 2 

people often work in 

other countries 

• get jobs abroad after graduating 

• cousin took a job. in Australia 

didn't know culture so had problems 

Thesis statement 

• 

• 

• 

Topic sentence 1 

/\ Mandatory Culture Class in College 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

All university students should be required to take at least one class that teaches the culture of a 

country other than their own. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement All university students should take at least one class on a foreign culture. 

• Topic sentence 1 As the world becomes globalized, more people are traveling abroad. 

Example 	Western travelers to Asian countries should learn some of those countries' languages and 

cultures. 

• Topic sentence 2 Many people are also getting jobs in other countries after they graduate. 

Example 	My cousin had problems adjusting to Australian culture when he moved there after college. 

• Conclusion 	College students should learn about foreign cultures because more and more people are 

traveling abroad and working in other countries. 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

   

     

 

Example 

   

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

fraLrOdUZiiiikt 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 

	

	
Some students say they can see no reason why they have to learn about the cultures of 

other countries. 

On Your Own 

B Thesis Statement 

I believe all university students should take at least one class on a foreign culture. 

Body 1  
A Topic Sentence 

Sample As the world becomes globalized, more people are traveling abroad. 

   

   

B Supporting Details 

They are encountering people unknown to them. Travelers therefore ought to know about 

the countries they visit. They should know enough of a country's language to ask simple 

questions. They should also be sure to understand the cultures of the countries they visit 

since certain actions that are polite in one place may be rude in another. For example, many 

Asians take off their shoes indoors, but Westerners do not. If a Westerner goes somewhere 

in Korea or Japan but does not remove his or her shoes, this could upset the host. Also, it is 

taboo to touch or pat someone's head in Thailand because the head is considered the most 

sacred part of the body. Learning about foreign cultures, however, would help prevent these 

kinds of mistakes. 
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Mandatory Culture Class in College 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

11111EMBI__ 	Many people are also getting jobs in other countries after they graduate. 

B Supporting Details 

.41 Therefore, schools owe it to their students to prepare them for the future. My cousin moved 

to Australia to work after he graduated from college. But he knew nothing about Australia or 

Australian culture, so he had many problems getting adjusted there. If he had taken some 

courses in college, perhaps he would have been more prepared to live and work in another 

culture. 

r✓  
A Restatement of the Thesis 

ME= I think making college students learn about foreign cultures is a great idea. 

B Summary & Closing 

Now that more people are traveling abroad and working in other countries, they are coming 

into contact with more foreign cultures. I am planning to take as many classes about foreign 

cultures as I can when I get to college. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

All university students should be required to take at least one class that teaches the culture of a 
country other than their own. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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IVIEinciatory 	L'Aass Coliegc:-: 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

.svcrau.cicit 1. an opening sentence El 
2. a clear thesis statement 

Say 3. clear topic sentences Li 0 
4. specific and enough details 

5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 
Cattdwiem. 6 a restatement of the thesis O CI 

7 a summary of the main points 0 0 

[Opening sentence] Some students say they can see no reason why they have to learn about the cultures of 

other countries. [Thesis statement] I believe, however, all university students should take at least one class 

on a foreign culture, and there are some important reasons for this. 

[Topic sentence 1] First, as the world becomes globalized, more people are traveling abroad. [Supporting 

details] They are encountering people unknown to them. Travelers therefore ought to know about the 

countries they visit. They should know enough of a country's language to ask simple questions. They 

should also be sure to understand the cultures of the countries they visit since certain actions that are 

polite in one place may be rude in another. For example, many Asians take off their shoes indoors, but 

Westerners do not. If a Westerner goes somewhere in Korea or Japan but does not remove his or her 

shoes, this could upset the host. Also, it is taboo to touch or pat someone's head in Thailand because 

the head is considered the most sacred part of the body. Learning about foreign cultures, however, would 

help prevent these kinds of mistakes. 

[Topic sentence 2) Many people are also getting jobs in other countries after they graduate. [Supporting 

details] Therefore, schools owe it to their students to prepare them for the future. My cousin moved to 

Australia to work after he graduated from college. But he knew nothing about Australia or Australian 

culture, so he had many problems getting adjusted there. If he had taken some courses in college, 

perhaps he would have been more prepared to live and work in another culture. 

[Restatement of the thesis] I think making college students learn about foreign cultures is a great idea. 

[Summary] Now that more people are traveling abroad and working in other countries, they are coming 

into contact with more foreign cultures. [Giosinj! I am planning to take as many classes about foreign 

cultures as I can when I get to college. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 2 

teachers will give 

higher grades 

Topic sentence 1 

some classes 

simply bad 

Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 

Paying Teachers Based on 
\J f--1 	Student Performance 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Teachers should be paid according to how well their students perform. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

teacher tries, but students don't 

science teacher tried his best 
	 low grades = low salary 

students didn't improve 
	 causes grade inflation 
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teachers who want higher salaries. 

Example 	My science teacher tried very hard, yet the students did not respond to him because they 

disliked school. 

• Topic sentence 2 In order to improve the performance of their students, some teachers are likely to give 

them grades they do not deserve. 

Example 	Schools will experience grade inflation since students will receive higher grades from 

• Conclusion 	Some classes do not improve regardless of the teachers' efforts, and some teachers will 

give higher grades on purpose to get paid more. 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Thesis statement Teachers' salaries should not be determined by how well their students do in class. 
_______ 	  

Topic sentence 1 Some classes are simply bad or do not care about anything. 

• Topic sentence 2 

Exampie 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft 

/fr. Ad/ad-Z.-Olt 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Lately, some Korean politicians have been trying to change the laws so that teachers' 

salaries are connected to their students' performances, a policy that is called the merit pay 

 

system. 

       

On Your Own 

        

         

B Thesis Statement 

Ple 
	

Teachers' salaries should not be determined by how well their students do in class. 

oay1 

A Topic Sentence 

Samt3te 
	

Some classes are simply bad or do not care about anything. 

B Supporting Details 

__________ _ No matter how hard a teacher tries, the students do not improve. I have seen classes like 

this before. One time, my class had a science teacher who was really good and tried his 

best. However, the majority of the students in my class did not care about school at all. 

No matter what my teacher tried, the students did not respond to him. If teachers get paid 

by how well their students perform, teachers like my science teacher would receive a low 

salary despite doing their best. This seems very unfair to me. 
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Paying Teachers Based on Student Performance 025 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

In order to improve the performance of their students, some teachers are likely to give them 

grades they do not deserve. 

E. Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

Teachers receiving merit pay will feel pressure to give students large numbers of .  A's and 

B's since, if they give low grades—even to bad students—their salaries will decrease. So 

schools will begin seeing severe grade inflation. This is not desirable for either the teachers 

or the students. The teachers will be trying to protect their jobs; the students will be 

receiving grades they did not earn. Nobody can win in a situation like this. 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

I am strongly against deciding teachers' salaries based upon the performance of their 

students. 

On Your Ovim 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	

Some classes do not improve even if the teacher does his or her best. Teachers will also 

feel tempted to give students grades higher than they deserve. Merit pay would definitely 

cause more problems in schools than it would solve. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Teachers should be paid according to how well their students perform. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 
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Paying Teachers Based on Student Performance I 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

literoclaction 1. an opening sentence 0 0 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 

Sody 3, clear topic sentences 0 0 
4, specific and enough details 0 0 
5, clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

Ca/taus-ion 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
75 a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence] Lately, some Korean politicians have been trying to change the laws so that teachers' 

salaries are connected to their students' performances, a policy that is called the merit pay system. 1 

statement] I think, however, this is not a wise thing to do. Teachers' salaries should not be determined by 

how well their students do in class. 

[Topic sentence -ij One problem with this proposal is that some classes are simply bad or do not care about 

anything. [Supporting details] No matter how hard a teacher tries, the students do not improve. I have seen 

classes like this before. One time, my class had a science teacher who was really good and tried his 

best. However, the majority ot the students in my class did not care about school at all. No matter what 

my teacher tried, the students did not respond to him. If teachers get paid by how well their students 

perform, teachers like my science teacher would receive a low salary despite doing their best. This seems 

very unfair to me. 

[Topic sentence 2] In addition, in order to improve the performance of their students, some teachers are 

likely to give them grades they do not deserve. [Supporting detaiis] Teachers receiving merit pay will feel 

pressure to give students large numbers of A's and B's since, if they give low grades—even to bad 

students—their salaries will decrease. So schools will begin seeing severe grade inflation. This is not 

desirable for either the teachers or the students. The teachers will be trying to protect their jobs; the 

students will be receiving grades they did not earn. Nobody can win in a situation like this. 

[Restatement of the thesis] I am strongly against deciding teachers' salaries based upon the performance of 

their students. [Summary] Some classes do not improve even if the teacher does his or her best. Teachers 

will also feel tempted to give students grades higher than they deserve. [Ci(y- liql Merit pay would definitely 

cause more problems in schools than it would solve. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Sample 
Thesis statement 

!disagree 

Topic sentence 1 

have specific 

knowledge 

• are likely to know more facts 

• e.g. my science teacher 

• is good to seek expert knowledge 

Topic sentence 2 

cannot always trust 

friends' words 

• cannot give clear answers 

• often give wrong answers 

• have lost points from their errors 

On Your Own 

Topic sentence 

	 1 

• 

_JD. Better to Learn from Whom? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to learn from co-workers and friends than to learn from teachers and supervisors. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statemr 	It is much more desirable to get one's knowledge from teachers and supervisors than 

from friends and co-workers. 

• Topic sentel,... 	Teachers and supervisors have specific knowledge in their fields. 

Example 	My science teacher easily and clearly answered a biology question of mine the other day. 

• Topic sentence 2 While I like my friends, I realize I cannot always trust or believe their words. 

Example 	My friends sometimes do not know the answers or give me the wrong answers to my 

questions. 

• Conclusion 
	

Friends and co-workers often lack knowledge and give wrong answers to our questions 

while teachers and supervisors can help us with their expert knowledge in their fields. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

            

              

              

              

              

              

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Ifrarodaction 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

I know some people heavily rely upon their co-workers and friends when they need to learn 

something. 

B Thesis Statement 

It is much more desirable to get one's knowledge from teachers and supervisors than from 

friends and co-workers. 

Body  
A Topic Sentence 

Teachers and supervisors have specific knowledge in their fields. 

B Supporting Details 

Since they are trained experts, they are more likely to know certain facts or how to do 

something in their field of expertise. Whenever I have a question at school, I always ask 

the teacher whose subject it is in. For instance, I had a biology question the other day, so I 

asked my science teacher. She gave me a perfect, easy-to-understand answer. I doubt my 

friends could have done that. Since teachers and supervisors have this expert knowledge, it 

would be foolish not to learn from them. After all, they know what they are talking about. 
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Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

While I like my friends, I realize I cannot always trust or believe their words. 

B Supporting Details 

My friends have been wrong too often. For example, my friends and I often do our 

homework together. On some occasions, I do not understand or know the answer to a 

question. When I ask one of my friends the answer, he or she often replies by saying, "I'm 

not sure, but I think..." On other occasions, my friends have even given me the wrong 

answers. When I wrote these wrong answers on my work, I lost points in the class. While 

my friends are great to hang out with, I have no desire to learn from them. 

COItCat4ian 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

111111EL__ 

	

	Learning from teachers and supervisors is much better than learning from friends and co- 

workers. 

B Summary & Closing 

Teachers and supervisors are experts in their subjects while friends and co-workers often 

provide incorrect answers. It just makes sense to put one's trust in the experts. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to learn from co-workers and friends than to learn from teachers and supervisors. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Better to Learn from Whom? i \Z-6 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
Th,troductian 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑  

Ganz/us/an 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 

Sample Essay--  

[Opening sentence] I know some people heavily rely upon their co-workers and friends when they need 

to learn something. I think they are misguided. [Thesis statement] It is much more desirable to get one's 

knowledge from teachers and supervisors than from friends and co-workers for a couple of reasons. 

[Topic sentence 1] First, teachers and supervisors have specific knowledge in their fields. [Supporting 

details] Since they are trained experts, they are more likely to know certain facts or how to do something 

in their field of expertise. Whenever I have a question at school, I always ask the teacher whose subject 

it is in. For instance, I had a biology question the other day, so I asked my science teacher. She gave 

me a perfect, easy-to-understand answer. I doubt my friends could have done that. Since teachers and 

supervisors have this expert knowledge, it would be foolish not to learn from them. After all, they know 

what they are talking about. 

[Topic sentence 2] While I like my friends, I realize I cannot always trust or believe their words. [Supporting 

details] My friends have been wrong too often. For example, my friends and I often do our homework 

together. On some occasions, I do not understand or know the answer to a question. When I ask one of 

my friends the answer, he or she often replies by saying, "I'm not sure, but I think..." On other occasions, 

my friends have even given me the wrong answers. When I wrote these wrong answers on my work, I lost 

points in the class. While my friends are great to hang out with, I have no desire to learn from them. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Learning from teachers and supervisors is much better than learning from friends 

and co-workers. [Summary] Teachers and supervisors are experts in their subjects while friends and co-

workers often provide incorrect answers. [Closing] It just makes sense to put one's trust in the experts. 
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Thesis statement 

making decisions 

alone 

Topic sentence 2 

get conflicting advice 

from others 

Topic sentence 2 Topic sentence 1 
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Thesis statement 

Making Important Decisions 

Some people say that a person should make important decisions alone. Others believe that it is always 

better to ask others for advice. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples 

to support your answer. 

EnijnE)--1: rifling 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 1 

always try to do 

what is right 

base decisions on being moral 

went home instead of seeing movie 

nobody had to tell me what to do 

two people give opposite answers 

make it harder to reach decisions 

had that situation with two friends 



Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statem' 	I prefer making important decisions all by myself. 

• Topic sentence 1 I always try to do the right thing. 

Example 	Recently, I chose to go home and study over going to the movies with my friends. 

• Topic sentence 2 Asking too many people for advice leads to conflicting opinions. 

Example 	My two best friends gave me conflicting advice, so I had a hard time deciding what to do. 

• Conclusion 	You do not need to ask others for advice as long as your decisions are moral; in addition, 

too many pieces of advice from others can result in unintended confusion. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

        

               

               

               

 

Example 

           

               

               

               

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

rktbrOdadi,012 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

	 I know several people who never make important decisions without asking others for their 

advice. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample I prefer making important decisions all by myself. 

go 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

I always try to do the right thing. 

B Supporting Details 

11111=___ I can decide what is right without anyone else's help so long as I base my decisions on 

                    

 

acting morally. Recently, some of my friends were going to watch a movie after school. I 

really wanted to go with them, but I also knew that I should go home and study for my final 

exam. So, I decided by myself to leave and go home. It was the right thing to do, and I 

knew that. Nobody else had to tell me how to act. 
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Making Important Decisions 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Asking too many people for advice leads to conflicting opinions. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Often, when a person asks two people for advice, he or she gets two answers 

recommending opposite actions. And these conflicting opinions tend to make it harder to 

reach a decision. 1 have had this exact situation before. I could not decide between trying 

out for the basketball team and joining the band. So I asked my two best friends. One said 

to play basketball; the other said to join the band. They both supported their answers with 

good reasons. It was hard choosing between their recommendations. I would have been 

better off not even asking for advice and just going with what I felt was right. 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	I truly believe people should make decisions by themselves. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	They do not need to ask others for advice as long as their decisions are moral. Also, they 

will get too many differing opinions by asking others. I make all my difficult decisions alone, 

and I'm better off for doing so. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Some people say that a person should make important decisions alone. Others believe that it is always 
better to ask others for advice. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to 
support your answer. 
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Making Important Decisions 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Ifra-rodurtion. 1. an opening sentence 0 0 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 

8o# 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 
4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

(and(4,siatt. 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
7. a summary of the main points 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] I know several people who never make important decisions without asking others for 

their advice. That is definitely not my style. [Thesis statement] I prefer making important decisions all by 

myself for two reasons. 

[Topic sentence 1] To begin with, I always try to do the right thing. [Supporting details] I can decide what is 

right without anyone else's help so long as I base my decisions on acting morally. Recently, some of my 

friends were going to watch a movie after school. I really wanted to go with them, but I also knew that I 

should go home and study for my final exam. So, I decided by myself to leave and go home. It was the 

right thing to do, and I knew that. Nobody else had to tell me how to act. 

[Topic sentence 2j Another reason why I make all my important decisions by myself is that asking too many 

people for advice leads to conflicting opinions. [Supporting detailsj Often, when a person asks two people 

for advice, he or she gets two answers recommending opposite actions. And these conflicting opinions 

tend to make it harder to reach a decision. I have had this exact situation before. I could not decide 

between trying out for the basketball team and joining the band. So I asked my two best friends. One said 

to play basketball; the other said to join the band. They both supported their answers with good reasons. 

It was hard choosing between their recommendations. I would have been better off not even asking for 

advice and just going with what I felt was right. 	' 

[Restatement of the thesis] I truly believe people should make decisions by themselves. [Summary] They 

do not need to ask others for advice as long as their decisions are moral. Also, they will get too many 

differing opinions by asking others. [Closing] I make all my difficult decisions alone, and I'm better off for 

doing so. 
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late bloomers take time to succeed 

• Einstein & Edison 

• uncle played but is now very rich 

	1 

Brainstorming 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I disagree 

Topic sentence 1 \, 	 Topic sentence 2 

should enjoy one's 	 can succeed w/out 

youth 	 planning when young 

• spent my childhood playing 

• best friend stayed home & studied 

• kids always change minds 

Thesis statement 
On Your Own 

Topic sentence 

0E) Planning for the Future When Young 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

The best way for a good future is to plan carefully when you are young. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement You do not have to plan for the future when you are young to ensure success later in life. 

• Topic sentence 1 People are only young once, so they should enjoy their youth and not worry about the 

future. 

Example I spent my childhood playing and having fun, but my best friend just stayed home and 

studied. 

• Topic sentence 2 People can succeed in life without any careful planning when they are young. 

Example 	People like Albert Einstein, Thomas Edison, and my uncle got bad grades at school but 

still had successful careers. 

• Conclusion 	People should enjoy their youth, and some individuals develop later in life. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 

www.nhantriviet.com 	 177 



Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

AterOdUthan 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

My best friend's parents have been carefully planning her life since she was five. 

B Thesis Statement 

You do not have to plan for the future when you are young to ensure success later in life. 

Sods 1 
A Topic Sentence 

People are only young once, so they should enjoy their youth and not worry about the 

future. 

B Supporting Details 

I firmly believe people should enjoy life. The best time to do that is as a child. I spent my 

childhood years playing with my friends and having fun. My best friend, however, always 

stayed home and studied. She spent her childhood preparing for the distant future. That is 

the wrong attitude. There is nothing wrong with kids acting like kids. Indeed, young people 

often change their minds about the future. As a young child, I wanted to become a teacher. 

Now I want to be a doctor. Maybe tomorrow I will want to be a CEO. Perhaps my friend will 

change her mind, too. Then all her preparation will have been wasted. 
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Planning for the Future When Young 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

People can succeed in life without any careful planning when they are young. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

In fact, many people are late bloomers who did not perform well in school but still became 

successful later in life. Remember that Albert Einstein once got a D in physics yet became a 

great physicist. Thomas Edison was thought to be a slow child yet became a great inventor. 

Preparation as a child does not guarantee success, nor does non-preparation as a child 

guarantee failure. My uncle got terrible grades in school and always played around. Now he 

is a millionaire with his own company. There are countless people like my uncle. 

Can,CiUS4;ett 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	

Preparing for your future while young to guarantee success is not necessary. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	

Instead, people should enjoy their youth and should remember that some individuals 

develop later in life, not in their youth. I do not believe I cannot be successful since I spent 

my childhood playing and not preparing. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

The best way for a good future is to plan carefully when you are young. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 
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Planning for the Future When Young 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Imiroducticst 1 an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3 clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Canc./Asian 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence] My best friend's parents have been carefully planning her life since she was five. They 

have been wasting her time. [Thesis statement] You do not have to plan for the future when you are young 

to ensure success later in life. 

[Topic sentence 1] People are only young once, so they should enjoy their youth and not worry about the 

future. [Supporting details] I firmly believe people should enjoy life. The best time to do that is as a child. I 

spent my childhood years playing with my friends and having fun. My best friend, however, always stayed 

home and studied. She spent her childhood preparing for the distant future. That is the wrong attitude. 

There is nothing wrong with kids acting like kids. Indeed, young people often change their minds about 

the future. As a young child, I wanted to become a teacher. Now I want to be a doctor. Maybe tomorrow 

I will want to be a CEO. Perhaps my friend will change her mind, too. Then all her preparation will have 

been wasted. 

[Topic sentence 2] Besides, people can succeed in life without any careful planning when they are young. 

[Supporting details] In fact, many people are late bloomers who did not perform well in school but still 

became successful later in life. Remember that Albert Einstein once got a D in physics yet became a 

great physicist. Thomas Edison was thought to be a slow child yet became a great inventor. Preparation 

as a child does not guarantee success, nor does non-preparation as a child guarantee failure. My uncle 

got terrible grades in school and always played around. Now he is a millionaire with his own company. 

There are countless people like my uncle. 

[Restatement of the thesis) Preparing for your future while young to guarantee success is not necessary. 

[Summary] Instead, people should enjoy their youth and should remember that some individuals develop 

later in life, not in their youth. [Closing] I do not believe I cannot be successful since I spent my childhood 

playing and not preparing. 
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Topic sentence 2 

anyone can post 

news on Internet 

hard to learn truth about event 

• 3 papers —> 3 versions of 1 story 

• do not know whom to believe 

   

 

many people unqualified to post news 

• found professional-looking website 

• was warned that site has fake news 

■ 

 

    

On Your Own 

	 1 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

Topic sentence 1 

some aspects of 

story ignored 

Credibility of News and 
Information Sources 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Today there are so many sources of news and information that it is difficult to know whom to believe 
and who is telling the truth. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

mple 

• Thesis statement The large number of news sources makes it difficult to determine which ones I should and 

should not trust. 

• Topic sentence 	News media often ignore or stress certain aspects of a story. 

Example 	Newspaper articles on the same event often present different information, so the stories 

do not resemble one another. 

• Topic sentence 2 The Internet allows anyone with an opinion to write and post about the news these days. 

Example 	Many journalists are unqualified, and some websites are incredibly biased in their news 

reports. 

• Conclusion 	News reports on the same event are often contradictory to each other, and many people 

posting news on the Internet are not trustworthy. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Im,iroductio-n, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	Today, there are many TV news channels, newspapers, and news websites. 

On Your Own 

   

    

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	This makes it difficult to determine which news sources I should and should not trust. 

Body 1  
A Topic Sentence 

Sample - . News media often ignore or stress certain aspects of a story. 

  

B Supporting Details 

This makes it hard to learn the complete truth about a news event. In fact, I have 

occasionally read about the same event in two newspapers yet have gotten two completely 

different stories. The reporters for each story highlighted different aspects of the event, so 

I could not learn exactly what happened. Moreover, even though I tried reading another 

source, it too gave me a different version. Since there are so many news sources available 

now, I just do not know whom to believe. 
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Credibility of News and Information Sources 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample ' The Internet allows anyone with an opinion to write and post about the news these days. 

B Supporting Details 

' 	The problem is that many individuals are extremely unqualified to be providing the news. 

Journalists are supposed to be unbiased, but many people on the Internet post extremely 

biased news reports. If I am unfamiliar with a website's slant, I might get news that is wrong 

or which omits important details. I remember that I once found a website that looked very 

professional. It had many news stories, and they seemed accurate. However, my friend 

warned me that I should not trust anything I read there. He claimed that the reporters on 

that website often avoided the truth and wrote the news according to how they wanted it to 

have happened, not how it really happened. I will have to be more careful in the future. 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

With so many news and information sources nowadays, it is difficult to know which sources 

to trust. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	

News reports are often incomplete, and many people presenting news on the Internet are 

not trustworthy. It is sad that people cannot trust many news sources. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Today there are so many sources of news and information that it is difficult to know whom to believe 
and who is telling the truth. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Credibility of News and Information Sources 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Iniroolactiopt 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

80# 3, clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

coptriebsion 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑  

[Opening sentence] Today, there are many TV news channels, newspapers, and news websites. Yet they 

often distort the news events and information. [Thesis statement] This makes it difficult to determine which 

news sources I should and should not trust. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one thing, news media often ignore or stress certain aspects of a story. [Supporting 

details] This makes it hard to learn the complete truth about a news event. In fact, I have occasionally 

read about the same event in two newspapers yet have gotten two completely different stories. The 

reporters for each story highlighted different aspects of the event, so I could not learn exactly what 

happened. Moreover, even though I tried reading another source, it too gave me a different version. Since 

there are so many news sources available now, I just do not know whom to believe. 

[Topic sentence 2] In addition, the Internet allows anyone with an opinion to write and post about the 

news these days. ;Supporting details] The problem is that many individuals are extremely unqualified to 

be providing the news. Journalists are supposed to be unbiased, but many people on the Internet post 

extremely biased news reports. If I am unfamiliar with a website's slant, I might get news that is wrong or 

which omits important details. I remember that I once found a website that looked very professional. It 

had many news stories, and they seemed accurate. However, my friend warned me that I should not trust 

anything I read there. He claimed that the reporters on that website often avoided the truth and wrote the 

news according to how they wanted it to have happened, not how it really happened. I will have to be 

more careful in the future. 

[Restatement of the thesis] With so many news and information sources nowadays, it is difficult to know 

which sources to trust. [Summary] News reports are often incomplete, and many people presenting news 

on the Internet are not trustworthy. [Closing] It is sad that people cannot trust many news sources. 
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Topic sentence 2 

TV stars get people 

interested in looks 

Topic sentence 1 

attractive people 

have advantages 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 1 

Emphasis on Personal 
Appearances and Fashion 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Nowadays, people put too much emphasis on personal appearances and fashion. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

recent survey on attractive people 

get jobs and promotions easily 

mistakes are forgiven faster 

• looks enhanced by plastic surgery 

talk openly about their advantages 

• encourage others to get surgery 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 	  

• 	  

	 1 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement People in modern society focus very much on how they look. 

• Topic sentence 1 Good-looking people tend to get more advantages in society than those who are not 

attractive. 

Example 	A recent survey showed good-looking people have many advantages at their jobs, 

including getting promoted faster and being forgiven for their mistakes more easily. _ 	 
• Topic sentence 2 Television shows stimulate people to get more interested in or even to become obsessed 

with their looks. 

Example 
	

TV stars have more success thanks to plastic surgery, and their openness about that fact 

encourages others to get plastic surgery as well. 

• Conclusion 
	

Attractive individuals have more advantages at their jobs than average-looking people, 

and TV programs encourage viewers to become overly interested in their looks. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

AtirOd.1/tdiait 
Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

These days, everywhere I go, I notice people looking in mirrors at themselves or purchasing 

the latest fashions. 

B  Thesis Statement 

People in modern society focus very much on how they look. 

Body 1 
Topic Sentence 

Good-looking people tend to get more advantages in society than those who are not 

attractive. 

B Supporting Details 

For example, I recently read a survey about attractive people in the newspaper. It noted that 

good-looking individuals—both men and women—get jobs more easily, get promotions 

faster, and also earn more money than average-looking people. In addition, good-

looking people are more likely to get away unpunished when they make mistakes than 

average-looking or bad-looking people. The reason is that people are more tolerant of the 

mistakes of attractive people. These are examples which clearly show how much looks are 

emphasized in modern culture. 
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Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

	 Television shows stimulate people to get more interested in or even to become obsessed 

with their looks. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
Whenever I turn on the TV, I see beautiful actresses and handsome actors. A huge majority 

of actors and actresses are very good-looking individuals. Most of them have had plastic 

surgery on various parts of their bodies. This has served to enhance their good looks. In 

fact, many actors and actresses do not bother hiding the fact that they have had plastic 

surgery. On the contrary, they are quite open about how these operations have improved 

their looks and, therefore, improved their careers. This encourages regular individuals to get 

plastic surgery themselves in the hope that they too may become more attractive. 

COn,d14,44.A0n, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

   

Sample 
	Contemporary people are very concerned about fashion and looks. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	Attractive individuals have more advantages at their jobs than average-looking people. Also, 

actors and actresses encourage others to become interested in how they look. Our society 

has definitely become a very looks-obsessed culture. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Nowadays, people put too much emphasis on personal appearances and fashion. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Emphasis on Personal Appearances and Fashion 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
Ilu'roduction 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

cancif,csion 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] These days, everywhere I go, I notice people looking in mirrors at themselves or 

purchasing the latest fashions. They are trying to look as good as they can. [Thesis statement] People in 

modern society focus very much on how they look. 

[Topic sentence 1] First of all, good-looking people tend to get more advantages in society than those who 

are not attractive. [Supporting details] For example, I recently read a survey about attractive people in the 

newspaper. It noted that good-looking individuals—both men and women—get jobs more easily, get 

promotions faster, and also earn more money than average-looking people. In addition, good-looking 

people are more likely to get away unpunished when they make mistakes than average-looking or bad-

looking people. The reason is that people are more tolerant of the mistakes of attractive people. These 

are examples which clearly show how much looks are emphasized in modern culture. 

[Topic sentence 2] Second of all, television shows stimulate people to get more interested in or even to 

become obsessed with their looks. [Supporting details] Whenever I turn on the TV, I see beautiful actresses 

and handsome actors. A huge majority of actors and actresses are very good-looking individuals. Most 

of them have had plastic surgery on various parts of their bodies. This has served to enhance their 

good looks. In fact, many actors and actresses do not bother hiding the fact that they have had plastic 

surgery. On the contrary, they are quite open about how these operations have improved their looks and, 

therefore, improved their careers. This encourages regular individuals to get plastic surgery themselves in 

the hope that they too may become more attractive. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Contemporary people are very concerned about fashion and looks. [Summary] 

Attractive individuals have more advantages at their jobs than average-looking people. Also, actors and 

actresses encourage others to become interested in how they look. [Closing] Our society has definitely 

become a very looks-obsessed culture. 
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Topic sentence 2 

are more positive 

about their lives 

Topic sentence 1 

have more energy 

to enjoy life 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Sample 
Thesis statement 

I agree 

nee.....,Vgal..1111111111•111011, 	  NOtar. 

Topic sentence 1 

Nommisommiummuumplig Pilmallowisommummomme 11411. 11•11111111111.11.11111111•11111PANIMMIMMINIMONNIMMIIIMININIIRPROMPIINIMINNO 
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Who Enjoys Life More? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Young people enjoy life more than older people do. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

do more activities & have fun 

elderly stay home and do nothing 

are optimistic 	can enjoy life 

elderly have many regrets in life 

e.g. my grandfather 



Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement The young enjoy their lives much more than the elderly. 

• Topic sentence 1 The most important factor is that young people have more energy. 

Example 	My friends and I are very active while elderly people seem to do fewer activities. 

• Topic sentence 2 Young people are generally more positive about life than older people. 

Example 	My grandfather talks about the things he never did in his life, but young people focus on 

the future. 

• Conclusion 	Young people enjoy life more than the old do because they are more physically active and 

have more upbeat attitudes towards life. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

riliiitOdadirag 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

A very long time ago, the Roman poet Horace said, "Carpe diem! Rejoice while you are 

alive; enjoy the day." 

On Your Own 

B Thesis Statement 

11111=21111 The young enjoy their lives much more than the elderly. 

On Your Own 

SO 1 
A Topic Sentence 

1' al The most important factor is that young people have more energy. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

This enables them to engage in many more activities than older people. As an example, my 

friends and I do many different things, such as playing sports, visiting each other's homes, 

going to the movies, and taking trips to various places. These are all activities we enjoy 

doing as well. The elderly, however, have less energy. This means they often spend the 

majority of their time indoors watching TV or even doing nothing. Surely they do not like 

having to stay home most of the time. Since young people are out so often and always so 

active, they are definitely enjoying life much more. 
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Who Enjoys Life More? 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Young people are generally more positive about life than older people. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Being positive is crucial to enjoying life. Young people have most of their lives ahead of 

them. They are optimistic that they can change the world. They think they can do whatever 

they want. In contrast, the elderly have most of their lives behind them. Many have regrets 

about the past yet know they cannot change what has already happened. For example, my 

grandfather frequently talks about all the things in life that he never did. He feels bad about 

not having done these activities. On the other hand, young people often discuss what they 

are going to do. Their optimism and hope make them enjoy their lives more. 

Sample 

CO1Wit/f44..att 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	

It seems true that the young have more fun in life than the old. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	Young people are more physically active and have more upbeat attitudes than the elderly. 

They are definitely more apt to practice the proverb "Carpe diem!" 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Young people enjoy life more than older people do. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

198 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



Who Enjoys Life More? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Ittirodactimi 1. an opening sentence 111 ❑  

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

cciuth,ci,on 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 

• 

[Opening sentence' A very long time ago, the Roman poet Horace said, "Carpe diem! Rejoice while you are 

alive; enjoy the day." [Thesis statement] This advice naturally reminds me of young people rather than old 

people since the young enjoy their lives much more than the elderly. 

[Topic sentence 1] The most important factor is that young people have more energy. [Supporting details] 

This enables them to engage in many more activities than older people. As an example, my friends and 

I do many different things, such as playing sports, visiting each other's homes, going to the movies, and 

taking trips to various places. These are all activities we enjoy doing as well. The elderly, however, have 

less energy. This means they often spend the majority of their time indoors watching TV or even doing 

nothing. Surely they do not like having to stay home most of the time. Since young people are out so 

often and always so active, they are definitely enjoying life much more. 

[Topic sentence 2] I have also noticed that young people are generally more positive about life than older 

people. [Supporting details] Being positive is crucial to enjoying life. Young people have most of their lives 

ahead of them. They are optimistic that they can change the world. They think they can do whatever they 

want. In contrast, the elderly have most of their lives behind them. Many have regrets about the past 

yet know they cannot change what has already happened. For example, my grandfather frequently talks 

about all the things in life that he never did. He feels bad about not having done these activities. On the 

other hand, young people often discuss what they are going to do. Their optimism and hope make them 

enjoy their lives more. 

[Restatement of the thesis] To conclude, it seems true that the young have more fun in life than the old. 

[Summary] Young people are more physically active and have more upbeat attitudes than the elderly. 

[Closing] They are definitely more apt to practice the proverb "Carpe diem!" 
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On Your Own 

• 

'..`=1111111 

Topic sentence 1 

everyday life based 

on speaking 

Topic sentence 2 

many jobs require 

speaking ability 

• people communicate orally more 

• my case - speech classes 

• are white collar in service industry 

• cousin - concierge at hotel 

• uncle - salesman 

n-1,  Speaking Well vs. Writing Well 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Speaking well is more important than writing well. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Brainstorming 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement Speaking well is more vital than writing well. 

• Topic sentence 1  Our everyday lives are based more upon speaking skills rather than writing skills. 

Example 	I can communicate with people better because I have taken some speech classes. 

• Topic sentence 2  The majority of jobs available nowadays also require good speaking skills. 

Example 	My cousin, a concierge, and my uncle, a salesman, both need good communicative skills 

at their jobs. 

• Conclusion 	People speak more often than they write in daily life, and numerous jobs require people 

to have good speaking skills. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

.rnirodlitthAlt 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

In the past, people considered writing an important art. 

B Thesis Statement 

Speaking well is more vital than writing well. 

Bo 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Our everyday lives are based more upon speaking skills rather than writing skills. 

B Supporting Details 

Today, people have practically stopped communicating with each other through the written 

word. Almost nobody sends letters anymore. And, when people use email, they write casually 

with many misspellings, abbreviations, and improper grammar. Instead, people communicate 

with others face to face, on the telephone, or by video conferencing. Therefore, they must 

be able to speak well to convince others of their points. In my case, I have taken a couple of 

speech classes to improve my communicative abilities. They have helped tremendously. Now 

I am better able to tell people what I think and why I think that way. 
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8ody 2 
A Topic Sentence 

The majority of jobs available nowadays also require good speaking skills. 

B Supporting Details 

In the past, many jobs were in agriculture or were blue-collar jobs. That is not true today. 

More jobs are white-collar service sector ones. Without good social skills, people will 

simply not be able to do their jobs well. My cousin is a concierge at a local hotel. He must 

communicate with the hotel's guests daily. He needs to make sure he offends no one and 

helps everyone as much as he can. My uncle is a salesman. Without good communicative 

skills, he would never sell any products. As jobs like these increase, so will the need for 

good speaking skills. 

CaPtthithIll 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample - 

On Your Own 

Today, good speaking skills are more important than good writing skills. 

B Summary & Closing 

People speak more often than they write in everyday life, and numerous jobs require people to 

have good interpersonal skills. Therefore, everybody should try to improve their speaking skills. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Speaking well is more important than writing well. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 
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Speaking Well vs. Writing Wel 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

hu4roductiopt 1. an opening sentence 0 0 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 

Body 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 
4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

Coptcat,rion 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
7. a summary of the main points 0 0 

'144410,1 	ga &As 

 

Mat MR MEP VICIL  ' 

[Opening sentence] In the past, people considered writing an important art. While it is still valued today, it is 

not the most crucial skill people require. [Thesis statement] Instead, speaking well is more vital than writing 

well. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one, our everyday lives are based more upon speaking skills rather than writing 

skills. [Supporting details] Today, people have practically stopped communicating with each other through 

the written word. Almost nobody sends letters anymore. And, when people use email, they write casually 

with many misspellings, abbreviations, and improper grammar. Instead, people communicate with others 

face to face, on the telephone, or by video conferencing. Therefore, they must be able to speak well 

to convince others of their points. In my case, I have taken a couple of speech classes to improve my 

communicative abilities. They have helped tremendously. Now I am better able to tell people what I think 

and why I think that way. 

[Topic sentence 2] The majority of jobs available nowadays also require good speaking skills. [Supporting 

details] In the past, many jobs were in agriculture or were blue-collar jobs. That is not true today. More 

jobs are white-collar service sector ones. Without good social skills, people will simply not be able to do 

their jobs well. My cousin is a concierge at a local hotel. He must communicate with the hotel's guests 

daily. He needs to make sure he offends no one and helps everyone as much as he can. My uncle is 

a salesman. Without good communicative skills, he would never sell any products. As jobs like these 

increase, so will the need for good speaking skills. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Today, good speaking skills are more important than good writing skills. [Summary] 

People speak more often than they write in everyday life, and numerous jobs require people to have good 

interpersonal skills. [Closing] Therefore, everybody should try to improve their speaking skills. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Sample 
Thesis statement 

I agree 

 

Topic sentence 1 

can learn from 

mistakes 

• is okay to let friends make errors 

• e.g. sister's bad boyfriend & her 

friends 

Topic sentence 2 

people don't like 

interference in life 

• get upset with advice from others 

• want to be free to make own choices 

• e.g. my case 

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 \ 

Thesis statement 

How to Deal with a Friend's Mistake 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Letting a friend make a mistake is better than saying or doing something that would destroy the 
friendship. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement I would prefer to let a friend make a mistake rather than risk an action that would cause 

me to lose my friend. 

• Topic sentence 1 People can learn from their mistakes. 

Example 	My sister's friends never commented on her boyfriend, so she learned how bad he was 

alone and did not lose her friends. 

• Topic sentence 2 Most people do not appreciate others interfering in their lives. 

Example 	I dislike when people make suggestions to me, so I try to avoid doing the same thing to 

them. 

Conclusion 	Most people hate others telling them what to do, and they can use their mistakes as 

stepping stones. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

/Kin 011.4,Cithii, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	I have seen friendships end for minor reasons. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

I would prefer to let a friend make a mistake rather than risk an action that would cause me 

to lose my friend. 

So 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 

 

People can learn from their mistakes. 

       

       

       

       

B Supporting Details 

.Sample 
	

Therefore, it is acceptable to let friends make some. For example, my sister once dated 

a guy who was not nice. None of her friends liked him, but they said nothing to her about 

her boyfriend. They knew she would get mad 

sister learn for herself how bad her boyfriend 

Fortunately, she still had her friends. And she 

character. Thus, while she lost her boyfriend, 

her any friends. 

if they commented about him. So they let my 

was. After a while, the two of them broke up. 

also learned how to become a better judge of 

it was a learning experience that did not cost 
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How to Deal with a Friend's Mistake 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

ample 
	

Most people do not appreciate others interfering in their lives. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

This is true even if the person's assistance could wind up being helpful. On many occasions, 

I have become upset when my friends tried to advise me not to do something. Deep down, 

I knew they were right. But I still did not want their suggestions. I wanted to be free to do 

whatever I wanted even if it turned out negatively. For this reason, I hesitate to interfere in 

other's lives. Instead, I let them do what they want. If it turns out well, that is great..lf it turns 

out poorly, they only have themselves to blame. 

CattCat/Pthtt 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	I would rather allow my friends to make mistakes than interfere with their actions and cause 

our friendships to end. 

B Summary & Closing 

People can use their mistakes as stepping stones, and most of them tend to hate others 

telling them what to do. Therefore, it is better to let people make up their own minds. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Letting a friend make a mistake is better than saying or doing something that would destroy the 
friendship. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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[Opening sentence] I have seen friendships end for minor reasons. I would hate for that situation to happen 

to me. [Thesis statement] So I would prefer to let a friend make a mistake rather than risk an action that 

would cause me to lose my friend. 

[Topic sentence 1] People can learn from their mistakes. [Supporting details] Therefore, it is acceptable to let 

friends make some. For example, my sister once dated a guy who was not nice. None of her friends liked 

him, but they said nothing to her about her boyfriend. They knew she would get mad if they commented 

about him. So they let my sister learn for herself how bad her boyfriend was. After a while, the two of 

them broke up. Fortunately, she still had her friends. And she also learned how to become a better judge 

of character. Thus, while she lost her boyfriend, it was a learning experience that did not cost her any 

friends. 

[Topic sentence 2 Additionally, most people do not appreciate others interfering in their lives. [Supporting 

details] This is true even if the person's assistance could wind up being helpful. On many occasions, I 

have become upset when my friends tried to advise me not to do something. Deep down, I knew they 

were right. But I still did not want their suggestions. I wanted to be free to do whatever I wanted even if 

it turned out negatively. For this reason, I hesitate to interfere in other's lives. Instead, I let them do what 

they want. If it turns out well, that is great. If it turns out poorly, they only have themselves to blame. 

[Restatement of the thesis] I would rather allow my friends to make mistakes than interfere with their actions 

and cause our friendships to end. [Summary] People can use their mistakes as stepping stones, and most 

of them tend to hate others telling them what to do. [Closing] Therefore, it is better to let people make up 

their own minds. 

How to Deal with a Friend's Mistake 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
Iptiroduthon 1. an opening sentence 0 El 

2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 
Body 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 

4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 El 

Colcciusian 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 El 
7. a summary of the main points El ❑  
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Topic sentence 1 

more possibilities 

with new friends 

Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 

On Your Own 

/\ Old Friends vs. New Friends 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to keep old friends than to make new friends. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Drsfang 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

new ideas, actions, and chances 

do new and different things 

e.g. saw movie with a new friend 

change interests as one gets older 

played video games with old friends 

—> now play sports with new friends 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement  It is often better to make new friends than to keep old ones. 

• Topic sentence 1 I love making new friends because of the possibilities that exist. 

Example 	I can do new and different things with my new friends, so I can have much more fun with 

them. 

• Topic sentence 2 Old friends often become boring as time goes by. 

Example 	As a child, I loved playing video games with old friends; however, I am now into playing 

   

sports with new friends. 

New friends can expose you to different ideas and activities, and, as you get older, your 

social circle will naturally change. 

• Conclusion 

On Your Ow 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

AtinVkith,011, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Some of my friends only socialize with their long-time friends and never try meeting anyone 

new. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

It is often better to make new friends than to keep old ones. 

On Your Own 

RO4 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

I love making new friends because of the possibilities that exist. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

mple 

	

	
New friends expose you to new ideas, actions, and opportunities. With old friends, people 

often do the same things as usual. But I like doing new and different things, and I can have 

the chance to do these things by making new friends. Two weeks ago, I made a new friend. 

She loves watching movies like me, so we saw a couple of films together. We had a great 

time; in fact, it was the most fun I have had in a while. If I had been with my old friends, I 

could not have had such a fun time because they do not like movies. 

On Your Own 
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Old Friends vs. New Friends 

Bo 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Old friends often become boring as time goes by. 

B Supporting Details 

One reason is that people tend to change as they age. When your interests change, it is 

natural that your friends will, too. As a child, I loved video games. My friends and I often 

met after school and played video games for hours. But, lately, I have lost interest in the 

games, so I have slowly started meeting these friends less often. Instead, I have been 

getting into sports, so most of my new friends like basketball or soccer. I do not feel bad 

about changing friends. 

CatILL1/21',011. 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Samp' 	I love making new friends more than keeping old ones. 

B Summary & Closing 

	  If you make new friends, you can get more chances to do different activities. Also, you can 

sometimes become uninterested in meeting your old friends since you have lost common 

interests. Changing friends and making new ones can give excitement and vitality to your life. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to keep old friends than to make new friends. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
Ikaroduction 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Confddsion 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] Some of my friends only socialize with their long-time friends and never try meeting 

anyone new. I disagree with their approach. [Thesis statement] In fact, it is often better to make new friends 

than to keep old ones. 

[Topic sentence 1] I love making new friends because of the possibilities that exist. [Supporting details] New 

friends expose you to new ideas, actions, and opportunities. With old friends, people often do the same 

things as usual. But I like doing new and different things, and I can have the chance to do these things by 

making new friends. Two weeks ago, I made a new friend. She loves watching movies like me, so we saw 

a couple of films together. We had a great time; in fact, it was the most fun I have had in a while. If I had 

been with my old friends, I could not have had such a fun time because they do not like movies. 

[Topic sentence 2] Moreover, old friends often become boring as time goes by. [Supporting details] One 

reason is that people tend to change as they age. When your interests change, it is natural that your 

friends will, too. As a child, I loved video games. My friends and I often met after school and played video 

games for hours. But, lately, I have lost interest in the games, so I have slowly started meeting these 

friends less often. Instead, I have been getting into sports, so most of my new friends like basketball or 

soccer. I do not feel bad about changing friends. 

[Restatement of the thesis] I love making new friends more than keeping old ones. [Summary] If you make 

new friends, you can get more chances to do different activities. Also, you can sometimes become 

uninterested in meeting your old friends since you have lost common interests. [Closing) Changing friends 

and making new ones can give excitement and vitality to your life. 

www.nhantriviet.com 	 217 



Topic sentence 2 

cooperate like 

Topic sentence 1 

same feelings as 

humans have 

araljtfgtti,  rritArig: 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

• show a wide range of emotions 

• behave in ways that humans do 

• e.g. potty training a puppy 

• can have close-knit societies 

• e.g. primates - chimps & gorillas 

• compare animal & human societies 

Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 

Watching Animals to Understand 
Human Nature 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Observing or studying animals teaches us a lot about human nature. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement We can learn much about human nature by observing or studying different animals. 

• Topic sentence 1 Many animals have emotions that are just like those humans have. 

Example 	My puppy can express excitement when she is good and disappointment when she is 

bad. 

• Topic sentence 2 We can pay attention to how animals cooperate with one another to understand how 

humans do the same. 

Example 	Primates living in big groups share their duties in ways that make them similar to humans. 

• Conclusion 	Animals feel emotions just like humans do, and they cooperate in some of the same ways 

that humans do. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

  

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

AtzfrOdadi,011, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	Some people believe there is nothing humans can learn by watching animals. 

On Your Own 

   

    

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

We can learn much about human nature by observing or studying different animals. 

Sod 1  
A Topic Sentence 

Many animals have emotions that are just like those humans have. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

Lots of animals show a wide range of emotions. These can include happiness, sadness, 

fear, anger, and shyness. And, surprisingly, animals often behave in ways that humans do, 

too. For example, I just got a puppy a few months ago. I have been trying to potty train her 

so that she goes to the bathroom in the proper place. When she does a good job, I praise 

and reward her, so she becomes very happy and gets very excited. Of course, sometimes 

she goes to the bathroom in the wrong place. She sees my disappointment and becomes 

disappointed herself. These are the same emotional reactions a human would have. Clearly, 

we can anticipate human actions by watching those of animals. 
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Watching Animals to Understand Human Na, ,  

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	We can also pay attention to how animals cooperate with one another to understand how 

humans do the same. 

B Supporting Details 

Many animals have very close-knit societies. For example, some primates, like 

chimpanzees and gorillas, live in fairly large groups. They share duties with one another. 

These jobs include finding food, raising babies, and protecting the group. In some ways, 

these organizations are just like human ones. Scientists studying animals can often make 

comparisons between animal and human societies. In some cases, they have learned much 

about human behavior by observing animals. 

COPtCti,1/21-011, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	In many cases, animal behavior mimics human behavior. 

B Summary & Closing 

  

Animals feel emotions just like humans do, and they cooperate in some of the same ways 

 

Sample 

  

that humans do. Believing we can learn nothing from animals is a big mistake. 

       

       

Sample 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Observing or studying animals teaches us a lot about human nature. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] Some people believe there is nothing humans can learn by watching animals. I could 

not disagree more with them. [Thesis statement] Actually, we can learn much about human nature by 

At observing or studying different animals. 

[Topic sentence 1] One thing to remember is that many animals have emotions that are just like those 

ro humans have. [Supporting details] Lots of animals show a wide range of emotions. These can include 

happiness, sadness, fear, anger, and shyness. And, surprisingly, animals often behave in ways that 

humans do, too. For example, I just got a puppy a few months ago. I have been trying to potty train her 

so that she goes to the bathroom in the proper place. When she does a good job, I praise and reward her, 

so she becomes very happy and gets very excited. Of course, sometimes she goes to the bathroom in 

the wrong place. She sees my disappointment and becomes disappointed herself. These are the same 

emotional reactions a human would have. Clearly, we can anticipate human actions by watching those of 

animals. 

[Topic sentence 2] We can also pay attention to how animals cooperate with one another to understand 

how humans do the same. [Supporting details] Many animals have very close-knit societies. For example, 

some primates, like chimpanzees and gorillas, live in fairly large groups. They share duties with one 

another. These jobs include finding food, raising babies, and protecting the group. In some ways, these 

organizations are just like human ones. Scientists studying animals can often make comparisons between 

animal and human societies. In some cases, they have learned much about human behavior by observing 

animals. 

[Restatement of the thesis] We should remember that, in many cases, animal behavior mimics human 

behavior. [Summary] Animals feel emotions just like humans do, and they cooperate in some of the same 

ways that humans do. [Closing] Believing we can learn nothing from animals is a big mistake. 

Watching Animals to Understand Human Nature .[7 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
Ifra-rodactiolt 1. an opening sentence 

❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Candruion. 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 
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Topic sentence 2 

everyone thinks he/ 

she knows best 

Topic sentence 1 

want to be in control • 

Thesis statement 
0 rt Yo u h v n 

Topic sentence 1 

• 

• 

• 

rc-3  Who Should Make Decisions? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Most people prefer having others make decisions for them. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Enlinatorrning 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

   

• want to have power over life 

feel powerless if one can't decide 

• kids dislike parents giving orders 

 

S 

people have big egos 

think they are smarter than others 

• father always has to make decisions 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis stater 	Most people prefer to make every decision for themselves. 

• Topic sentence 1  Most people want to feel like they are in control of their lives. 

Example 	My siblings and I dislike having our parents make our choices for us even though we 

would often make the same decisions that they do. 

• Topic sentence 	People often feel they know what to do better than others. 

Example 	Even though my father sometimes makes mistakes, he prefers to make his own decisions 

• Conclusion 

and does not take advice from others. 

Most people want to be in control of their lives, and they consider their decisions to be 

the best ones. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

  

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Atindathi012 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

111M. 

	

	Some time ago, I saw a television news report stating that the majority of people wanted 

others to make their decisions for them. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

Most people prefer to make every decision for themselves. 

On Your Own 

So 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Most people want to feel like they are in control of their lives. 

B Supporting Details 

This means they want to make their own decisions. It does not matter if the decisions are 

big or small. People would simply prefer to make them for themselves. Otherwise, they 

will appear to have no power over their own lives. My brother, sister, and I hate when our 

parents tell us what to do. It makes us feel powerless. Of course, our parents have our best 

interests in mind. And many times, we would make the same choices that our parents did. 

However, we would feel much better if we, not our parents, could make those choices. It is 

all about being independent or being dependent. 
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Bod>v2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

People often feel they know what to do better than others. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
Therefore, they want to make the choices that will determine their own lives. Since many 

people have big egos, they often think they are smarter than others. Naturally, they believe 

their choices are better than those anyone else would make. My father is a perfect example 

of this. He never listens to anyone's advice but always does what he wants to do. His 

decisions are usually fine. Of course, sometimes he makes bad mistakes. But he does not 

mind because he still thinks his choices—good or bad—are better than those of others. 

C014,d1A/9/A014, 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	

Most people want to make their own decisions. 

B Summary & Closing 

They like to be in control, and they consider their decisions to be the best ones. I feel the 

same way. In essence, who likes others telling him or her what to do? 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Most people prefer having others make decisions for them. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Who Should Make Decisions? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Ar,trod,action 1. an opening sentence 0 0 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 El 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ 0 
4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

ConcLuion 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
7. a summary of the main points 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence Some time ago, I saw a television news report stating that the majority of people 

wanted others to make their decisions for them. I cannot believe this report was correct. rhesis statement] 

In my experience, most people prefer to make every decision for themselves. 

[Topic sentence 1] Most people want to feel like they are in control of their lives. [Supporting details] This 

means they want to make their own decisions. It does not matter if the decisions are big or small. People 

would simply prefer to make them for themselves. Otherwise, they will appear to have no power over their 

own lives. My brother, sister, and I hate when our parents tell us what to do. It makes us feel powerless. 

Of course, our parents have our best interests in mind. And many times, we would make the same 

choices that our parents did. However, we would feel much better if we, not our parents, could make 

those choices. It is all about being independent or being dependent. 

[Topic sentence 21 Another reason people like to make their own decisions is that they often feel they 

know what to do better than others. [Supporting details.; Therefore, they want to make the choices that 

will determine their own lives. Since many people have big egos, they often think they are smarter than 

others. Naturally, they believe their choices are better than those anyone else would make. My father is 

a perfect example of this. He never listens to anyone's advice but always does what he wants to do. His 

decisions are usually fine. Of course, sometimes he makes bad mistakes. But he does not mind because 

he still thinks his choices—good or bad—are better than those of others. 

[Restatement of the thesis' In conclusion, most people want to make their own decisions. [Summary] They 

like to be in control, and they consider their decisions to be the best ones. [Closing] I feel the same way. In 

essence, who likes others telling him or her what to do? 
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an- ,-Jinf-5tarrning 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I disagree 

Topic sentence 1 

most people think 

locally 

• never travel far from hometown 

• only need to care about local news 

• friend's mother thinks locally 

Topic sentence 2 

world events have 

small effect 

• no dramatic changes in country 

• don't affect family 

• too busy to care about int. news 

On Your Own 

Whether to Know about World Events 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is important to know about the events happening around the world that are not related to you. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement There is no need to care about events in the world if they have no effect on me. 

• Topic sentence 1 I think locally, and so do many others. 

Example 	My friend's mother almost never leaves her hometown, so she only cares about her 

neighborhood. 

• Topic sentence 2 No matter how important world events may seem, they have little importance on one's 

life. 

Example 	Since national and international events do not change my life or that of my family, I do not 

have to know about them. 

• Conclusion Despite seeming important, global events do not have much effect on people's lives; 

besides, most people are more focused on local events. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Ion 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

My parents catch the evening news every night. They want to know what is going on in the 

world. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample There is no need to care about events in the world if they have no effect on me. 

     

     

     

So 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

I think locally, and so do many others. 

B Supporting Details 

I have not and never will travel much outside of my hometown. This is true for many of 

the world's people. A large majority of people never venture over 100 miles from their 

birthplace. Therefore, they only need to consider local news and its effect on them. My 

friend's mother is a good example. She has only left her hometown for short trips with her 

family. She has no interest in ever going abroad and only cares about what is happening in 

her neighborhood. People like her, of whom there are many, have no need or no interest to 

learn about world events. 
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Whether to Know about World Events 

 

So 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

No matter how important world events may seem, they have little importance on one's life. 

B Supporting Details 

	 There have been no dramatic changes in my country since I can remember. Even though we 

just changed presidents, life goes on the same as always. And various world events have _ 	_ 

done nothing to change my life or that of my family. Therefore, I see no need to learn about 

these outside events. I have too much going on in my life to be bothered with learning 

about facts or news that will never concern me. 

  

Catt,Cat/Siait 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	

It really is not important to be aware of events going on around the world. 

B Summary & Closing 

Most people are more focused on local events. And, despite seeming important, global 

events do not have much effect on people's lives. While current events are interesting, there 

is no need for people to be overly concerned about them. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is important to know about the events happening around the world that are not related to you. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

234 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



Whether to Know about World Events cw-rj J 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Ati-rodu,c,tion an opening sentence 0 0 
2. a clear thesis statement Ei ❑  

Body clear topic sentences 0 0 
specific and enough details 0 0 
clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

Coptcius.iox 6 a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
a summary of the main points 0 0 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] My parents catch the evening news every night. They want to know what is going on in 

the world. I do not understand the point. 'Thesis statement] After all, there is no need to care about events 

in the world if they have no effect on me. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one thing, I think locally, and so do many others. [Supporting details] I have not and 

never will travel much outside of my hometown. This is true for many of the world's people. A large 

majority of people never venture over 100 miles from their birthplace. Therefore, they only need to 

consider local news and its effect on them. My friend's mother is a good example. She has only left her 

hometown for short trips with her family. She has no interest in ever going abroad and only cares about 

what is happening in her neighborhood. People like her, of whom there are many, have no need or no 

interest to learn about world events. 

[Topic sentence 2] Another thing to remember is that no matter how important world events may seem, 

they have little importance on one's life. [7:!ppor'ilg ci,3taiis There have been no dramatic changes in my 

country since I can remember. Even though we just changed presidents, life goes on the same as always. 

And various world events have done nothing to change my life or that of my family. Therefore, I see no 

need to learn about these outside events. I have too much going on in my life to be bothered with learning 

about facts or news that will never concern me. 

[Restatement of the thesis] It really is not important to be aware of events going on around the world. 

[Summary] Most people are more focused on local events. And, despite seeming important, global events 

do not have much effect on people's lives. [Closing] While current events are interesting, there is no need 

for people to be overly concerned about them. 

..J 
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just find job when need money 

• can work at any time 

• can invest in the stock market 

EniinE;brIfiing 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Sampl 

Topic sentence 1 

should live for the 

present 

Topic sentence 2 

can always make 

money 

need to enjoy life 

aunt always saves money unhappy 

since she spends no money 

Thesis statement 
On Your Own 

4•0°F.' 

Topic sentence 1 

tor L 

c- How to Spend Money 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People should spend money on things that last a long time, such as an expensive piece of jewelry, 

and not spend money on short-term pleasures like vacations. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

People should spend their money on short-term pleasures than on investing it in jewelry 

or other things. 

People should always live for the present. 

Example 
	

Some individuals like my aunt just save their money and never spend it, so they never 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

seem to be happy or enjoy their lives. 

People should remember that they can always make money. 

People can always work, even after retirement, or they can invest in the stock market to 

earn extra money. 

  

 

Conclusion People should take care of themselves for the present and should realize that they can 

earn money anytime they want. 

 

On Your Own 

    

• Thesis statement 

    

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

/frarodaditrit 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

One of my aunts constantly invests in jewelry yet never goes on vacation or has fun. 

R Thesis Statement 

MILL 

	

	
I feel that people should spend their money on short-term pleasures than on investing it in 

jewelry or other things. 

golly 1 
A Topic Sentence 

People should always live for the present. 

B Supporting Details 

After all, you could die anytime, so why bother saving for a day that might not ever come? 

People need to enjoy their lives. They can do this by spending some of their hard-earned 

money on a vacation, a sports car, or even a computer. My aunt is the perfect example of 

someone who ought to do this. I cannot recall the last time she took a trip anywhere. She 

always says she is saving her money "for a rainy day." However, she is seventy, and that 

rainy day has never come! In my eyes, she is just an unhappy woman who does not know 

how to enjoy her life. She could make herself feel much better by spending money on 

herself instead of just saving it. 
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So 2 
A Topic Sentence 

People should also remember that they can always make money. 

B Supporting Details 

If a person needs some money, all he or she has to do is start working. Even retired people 

can find jobs that pay them decent wages. In this day and age, making money is simple. 

One way is through the stock market. Recently, more people have started buying and 

selling stocks. Some are making fortunes while others are making good amounts of money. 

These people are confident they can make money anytime they need it. So they are not 

afraid to spend their money either. 

Caltthffi.071, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

-,"1111111Larw-IIN- 	People should think short-term, not long-term, when it comes to spending money. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	

They should take care of themselves for the present. They should also realize they can earn 

money anytime they want. Because life is so unpredictable, everyone should live for today, 

not tomorrow. 

On Your Owvil 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People should spend money on things that last a long time, such as an expensive piece of jewelry, 
and not spend money on short-term pleasures like vacations. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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How to Spend Money 

Check if your essay contains all of the ollowing components. 

Yes 	No 
Ad-roducillapt 1. an opening sentence 

a clear thesis statement 	 El 
8ody 	3. clear topic sentences 	 [] 

4. specific and enough details 	 CI 
5. clear flow of the ideas 

Canci,wsi-on, 	6. a restatement of the thesis 	 E] 

7. a summary of the main points 

-11-111fi 

[Opening sentence] One of my aunts constantly invests in jewelry yet never goes on vacation or has fun. 

I do not understand her. [Thesis statement] I feel that people should spend their money on short-term 

pleasures than on investing it in jewelry or other things. 

[Topic sentence 1] People should always live for the present. [Supporting details] After all, you could die 

anytime, so why bother saving for a day that might not ever come? People need to enjoy their lives. 

They can do this by spending some of their hard-earned money on a vacation, a sports car, or even a 

computer. My aunt is the perfect example of someone who ought to do this. I cannot recall the last time 

she took a trip anywhere. She always says she is saving her money "for a rainy day." However, she is 

seventy, and that rainy day has never come! In my eyes, she is just an unhappy woman who does not 

know how to enjoy her life. She could make herself feel much better by spending money on herself 

instead of just saving it. 

[Topic sentence 2] People should also remember that they can always make money. [Supporting details] If 

a person needs some money, all he or she has to do is start working. Even retired people can find jobs 

that pay them decent wages. In this day and age, making money is simple. One way is through the stock 

market. Recently, more people have started buying and selling stocks. Some are making fortunes while 

others are making good amounts of money. These people are confident they can make money anytime 

they need it. So they are not afraid to spend their money either. 

[Restatement of the thesis] People should think short-term, not long-term, when it comes to spending 

money. [Summary] They should take care of themselves for the present. They should also realize they can 

earn money anytime they want. [Closing] Because life is so unpredictable, everyone should live for today, 

not tomorrow. 
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I agree 

Topic sentence 1 

students play and 

don't study 

Topic sentence 2 

adults have too many 

distractions 

Topic sentence 1 

	Nu. 

Spending Too Much Time 
on Personal Enjoyment? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People today spend too much time on personal enjoyment—the things they like to do—rather than 

doing what they should do. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

don't pay attention in class 

don't think school is fun 

chat, do text-messaging, & scribble 

do things they enjoy 

recent survey - work less every year 

& spend more and more time on fun 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement People today, whether young or old, are forgetting about doing what they should do and 

are just spending too much of their time on personal enjoyment. 

• Topic sentence 1 Students at school are much more focused on playing than learning. 

Example 	Many students at my school ignore their classes in favor of doing things they like, such 

as chatting, doing text-messaging, and scribbling. 

• Topic sentence 2 Adults too face so many distractions that they often do things they enjoy instead of things 

they should do. 

Example 	People are working fewer hours nowadays and spending much more time on the various 

activities that they enjoy. 

• Conclusion 	Because everyone wants to pursue personal gratification today, students are ignoring 

their schoolwork, and adults are forgetting about their jobs. 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

- — 
Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Ateroduziion 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

All work and no play make Jack a dull boy, but the other way around will make him a loser 

in life. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

People today, whether young or old, are forgetting about doing what they should do and are 

just spending too much of their time on personal enjoyment. 

Sods 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Students at school are much more focused on playing than learning. 

B Supporting Details 

Those at my school are no exceptions. My teachers constantly struggle to get them to pay 

attention in classes. However, most students would rather chat with their friends, send text 

messages on their cell phones, or just scribble in their textbooks. They hardly ever pay 

attention to the lecture and take notes. Why they do not care about their schoolwork is just 

that it is not fun to them. In short, because they prefer doing things they like to do, they are 

neglecting their duties. 
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All of them are related to personal enjoyment, and the number of hours people spend 

on these activities is said to be rising every year. This trend clearly shows that people 

nowadays are working less while engaging in fun activities more. 

 

.r)(- Spending Too Much Time on Personal Enjoyment'? n g-j   

o 2 
A Topic Sentence 

_ Adults too face so many distractions that they often do things they enjoy instead of things 

they should do. 

B Supporting Details 

I read a recent survey that asked people how they spend their time. Work was the number 

one choice, but the number of hours people worked was down from the previous years. 

Following work were categories like watch TV, hang out with friends, and surf the Internet. 

C011,Caffifit2 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	

These days, people are definitely spending too much time on personal enjoyment. 

On Your Own  I 

B Summary & Closing 

Students are ignoring their schoolwork while adults are forgetting about their jobs. Instead, 

everyone wants to pursue personal gratification. We are certainly living in an age of too 

many Jacks who try to have fun all the time. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People today spend too much time on personal enjoyment—the things they like to do—rather than 

doing what they should do. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Spending Too Much Time on Personal Enjoyment? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
Ikerociaciim 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Conclusion 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence] All work and no play make Jack a dull boy, but the other way around will make him a 

loser in life. [Thesis statement] Nevertheless, people today, whether young or old, are forgetting about doing 

what they should do and are just spending too much of their time on personal enjoyment. 

[Topic sentence 1] Students at school are much more focused on playing than learning. [Supporting details] 

Those at my school are no exceptions. My teachers constantly struggle to get them to pay attention in 

classes. However, most students would rather chat with their friends, send text messages on their cell 

phones, or just scribble in their textbooks. They hardly ever pay attention to the lecture and take notes. 

Why they do not care about their schoolwork is just that it is not fun to them. In short, because they prefer 

doing things they like to do, they are neglecting their duties. 

[Topic sentence 2] Adults too face so many distractions that they often do things they enjoy instead of 

things they should do. [Supporting details] I read a recent survey that asked people how they spend their 

time. Work was the number one choice, but the number of hours people worked was down from the 

previous years. Following work were categories like watch TV, hang out with friends, and surf the Internet. 

All of them are related to personal enjoyment, and the number of hours people spend on these activities 

is said to be rising every year. This trend clearly shows that people nowadays are working less while 

engaging in fun activities more. 

[Restatement of the thesis] These days, people are definitely spending too much time on personal 

enjoyment. [Summary] Students are ignoring their schoolwork while adults are forgetting about their jobs. 

Instead, everyone wants to pursue personal gratification. ]C;oslilcil We are certainly living in an age of too 

many Jacks who try to have fun all the time. 
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Topic sentence 1 	 Topic sentence 2 

lack of conveniences 	 involved in agriculture 

Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 2 

The Importance of the Ability to Cooperate 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

The ability to cooperate well with others is more important today than in the past. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

everyone specialized in one skill 

needed all skills in order to survive 

--> early American colonists 

family cooperation for food 

grandfather as one of many children 

today - individualized life 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statemer The ability to cooperate well with others was much more important in the past than it is in 

the present. 

• Topic sentence 1 In the past, the lack of conveniences meant people always had to get along well with 

others. 

Example 	The early American colonists worked together to build a successful country. 

• Topic sentence 2 Since a huge majority of people were once involved in agriculture, cooperation was 

essential to their survival. 

Example 	Large families were needed to run the farms in the past, but people today are much more 

individualized and need to cooperate less. 

• Conclusion 	In the past, people needed others' help to get various products they needed and had to 

work together to get enough food. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Atiroduzi-icn, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Nowadays, I see large numbers of people getting by without cooperating with anyone else. 

B Thesis Statement 

ilUf„Mailll The ability to cooperate well with others was much more important in the past than it is in 

the present. 

6'64 1 
A Topic Sentence 

In the past, the lack of conveniences meant people always had to get along well with 

others. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
Today, if we need some clothes, we go out and buy them. But this used to be impossible. 

A long time ago, people focused on just one skill. It may have been farming, soldiering, 

blacksmithing, or whatever. So people depended on every member of society to get the 

food, protection, and tools they needed. A perfect example is the settlers who left Europe to 

colonize America. They could never have survived by working alone. By working together, 

however, they could finally build an amazingly successful country. Not cooperating would 

have resulted in a very different, worse-off country. 
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The Importance of the Ability to Cooperate 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Since a huge majority of people were once involved in agriculture, cooperation was 

essential to their survival. 

B Supporting Details 

At that time, one person would have had great difficulty farming the land to provide enough 

food for himself. Therefore, families had to work together to produce enough food to 

eat, and this is why families often used to be very large. They needed as many people as 

possible to work the land. My grandfather was one of ten children. They all helped farm 

when they were old enough. However, today we are living in an information age, and life is 

much more individualized. The need for cooperation has greatly decreased compared with 

the agricultural age. 

COItth1/91.17K 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	Cooperating with others was far more important in the past than today. 

B Summary & Closing 

People needed others' help to get various products they needed. They also had to work 

together to get enough food. They would have had a hard time surviving in the past if they 

had not worked well with each other. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

The ability to cooperate well with others is more important today than in the past. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 
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The Importance of the Ability to Cooperate 040 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

literocladion 1. an opening sentence 0 0 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 El 

Sody 3. clear topic sentences O El 
4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas El El 

Gond-wick 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
7. a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence] Nowadays. I see large numbers of people getting by without cooperating with anyone 

else. [Thesis statement] This observation leads me to believe that the ability to cooperate well with others 

was much more important in the past than it is in the present. 

[Topic sentence 1] In the past, the lack of conveniences meant people always had to get along well with 

others. [Supporting detaii. Today, if we need some clothes, we go out and buy them. But this used to 

be impossible. Along time ago, people focused on just one skill. It may have been farming, soldiering, 

blacksmithing, or whatever. So people depended on every member of society to get the food, protection, 

and tools they needed. A perfect example is the settlers who left Europe to colonize America. They could 

never have survived by working alone. By working together, however, they could finally build an amazingly 

successful country. Not cooperating would have resulted in a very different, worse-off country. 

[Topic sentence 2] Also, since a huge majority of people were once involved in agriculture, cooperation 

was essential to their survival. `Supporting details] At that time, one person would have had great difficulty 

farming the land to provide enough food for himself. Therefore, families had to work together to produce 

enough food to eat, and this is why families often used to be very large. They needed as many people as 

possible to work the land. My grandfather was one of ten children. They all helped farm when they were 

old enough. However, today we are living in an information age, and life is much more individualized. The 

need for cooperation has greatly decreased compared with the agricultural age. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Cooperating with others was far more important in the past than today, k'.;1.immary] 

People needed others' help to get various products they needed. They also had to work together to get 

enough food. ;:7::osing] They would have had a hard time surviving in the past if they had not worked well 

with each other. 
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Topic sentence 1 

teens - too 

many classes 

• learn a little about many subjects must multitask a lot 

• take up to 10 different subjects • cannot be an expert in many fields 

• lack time to master one subject • dad knows a bit about many things 

-V\ /\\ Too  Busy to Become Experts? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Today, people do so many different things that they can only do a few things well. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

fi)" -,,113---ratorrnj fig 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement We live in a time when people do many activities but only excel at a few of them. 

• Topic sentence 1 Teenagers are required to learn too many different fields at school to master all of them. 

Example 	Students take up to ten classes at school, so they cannot become experts in any of 

them. 

• Topic sentence 2 Adults are too busy dealing with many different things to become experts in all of them. 

Example 	My father manages a company, and he has to deal with many different areas; however, he 

cannot become an expert in all of those areas. 

- Conclusion 	Teenagers are often forced to learn too many different subjects at school, and adults are 

too busy to learn various skills at work. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

AtZLY0d14.d1;014, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

According to historians, Leonardo da Vinci was a true Renaissance man who had expertise 

in many fields. Unfortunately, people like Leonardo no longer exist. 

B Thesis Statement 

. , Sample We live in a time when people do many activities but only excel at a few of them. 

    

    

    

804 

A Topic Sentence 

Teenagers are required to learn too many different fields at school to master all of them. 

B Supporting Details 

Nowadays, virtually no students take only four or five subjects at school. Instead, they 

take many different subjects, so they learn just a little about each one. The students at my 

school take up to ten different classes, including Ethics and Home Economics. Because of 

this heavy load, it is impossible for us to become experts even in one subject. The teachers 

do their best to instruct us, but we still lack the opportunity to learn any one subject 

thoroughly. 
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Too Busy to Become Experts? 

Sody 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Adults are also too busy dealing with many different things to become experts in all of 

them. 

B Supporting Details 

Today, most adults are constantly being forced to multitask to the best of their abilities at 

work. For example, my father manages a company, so he is always busy dealing with many 

different areas, including accounting, sales, marketing, and even design. But he cannot 

know about all of them equally well because his specialty is accounting. So, he depends on 

other experts to gain the rest of knowledge he may need. Considering what he has to do 

at work, it is not surprising that he cannot become an expert in various areas at the same 

time. 

011 

arktdathin 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	Modern people are only able to master a few skills because they have to do many different 

things. 

      

B Summary & Closing 

    

Sample 
	Adolescents are often forced to learn too many different subjects at school, and adults lack 

the time to learn various skills at work. I doubt there will ever be anyone like Leonardo da 

Vinci again. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Today, people do so many different things that they can only do a few things well. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 

00:30:00 
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Too Busy to E3ecornu Expel- 	\/\;\ 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
lk,troduction 1. an opening sentence 0 0 

2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 
3. clear topic sentences 0 0 
4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

Coluicuien 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 

7. a summary of the main points 0 0 

Sample Essay • 

[Opening sentence] According to historians, Leonardo da Vinci was a true Renaissance man who had 

expertise in many fields. Unfortunately, people like Leonardo no longer exist. [Thesis statement] Instead, we 

live in a time when people do many activities but only excel at a few of them. 

[Topic sentence 1] To begin with, teenagers are required to learn too many different fields at school to 

master all of them. [Supporting details] Nowadays, virtually no students take only four or five subjects at 

school. Instead, they take many different subjects, so they learn just a little about each one. The students 

at my school take up to ten different classes, including Ethics and Home Economics. Because of this 

heavy load, it is impossible for us to become experts even in one subject. The teachers do their best to 

instruct us, but we still lack the opportunity to learn any one subject thoroughly. 

[Topic sentence 2] Adults are also too busy dealing with many different things to become experts in all of 

them. [Supporting details] Today, most adults are constantly being forced to multitask to the best of their 

abilities at work. For example, my father manages a company, so he is always busy dealing with many 

different areas, including accounting, sales, marketing, and even design. But he cannot know about all of 

them equally well because his specialty is accounting. So, he depends on other experts to gain the rest 

of knowledge he may need. Considering what he has to do at work, it is not surprising that he cannot 

become an expert in various areas at the same time. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Modern people are only able to master a few skills because they have to do 

many different things. [Summary] Adolescents are often forced to learn too many different subjects at 

school, and adults lack the time to learn various skills at work. [Closing] I doubt there will over be anyone 

like Leonardo da Vinci again. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

Topic sentence 1 	 Topic sentence 2 

planning helps get 	 organizing makes one 

work done 	 more efficient 

is good for short and long term 	 can help save time 

planned for paper —p  good grade 
	

have organized my daily routine 

others didn't plan —> bad grades 	 —> don't waste my time anymore 

Thesis statement 

Ability to Plan and Organize 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Because modern life is complex, young people should have the ability to plan and organize. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement  On account of the complexity of modern life, even young people need to be able to plan 

and organize well. 

• Topic sentence 1 Being able to plan for the future is needed to get work done. 

Example Planning ahead let me finish a research paper on time while my friends who failed to plan 

  

had to write quickly and thus got low grades. 

• Topic sentence 	Being able to organize one's life will make a person more efficient. 

Example 	Because I organize my life well, I rarely waste any time, so I have much more free time. 

• Conclusion 	The ability to plan and organize will let young people do their work on time and help them 

become more efficient people. 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 

	

	
Today, many young people manage their time poorly, yet they do not seem to care about 

that. 

On Your Own 

B Thesis Statement 

On account of the complexity of modern life, even young people need to be able to plan 

and organize well. 

Bod 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Being able to plan for the future is needed to get work done. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
People should be aware of both short-term and long-term planning. This dual planning system 

will help them do their work on time. For example, my literature teacher assigned a huge 

research paper a month before it was due. I planned ahead for it, so I made sure I had plenty 

of time to finish. However, most of my classmates did not plan ahead, so they were stuck 

writing a twenty-page paper two days before it was due. Naturally, their papers, and gr.ades, 

were poor. Had they known how to plan for the future, their work would have been better. 
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Ability to Plan and Organize 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Being able to organize one's life will make a person more efficient. 

B Supporting Details 

Organizational skills definitely let a person save time and do more work faster than before. 

My parents have always tried to make me more organized. They claim it saves time. 

That is true. I organize my daily routine between school, homework, chores, and leisure 

time. I make sure I do each activity for a certain amount of time every day. Thanks to my 

organizational skills, I waste no time watching too much television or engaging in other 

useless activities. This has made me much more efficient. 

C011,CtUiC2 it 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

 

	 Young people really need to ensure they know how to plan and organize their lives. 

 

   

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	This will let them do all their work on time and help them become more efficient people. 

Planning and organizational skills are a must in modern life. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Because modern life is complex, young people should have the ability to plan and organize. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Ability to Plan and Organize 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes 	No 
ipti-roduthan 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 

Body 	3. clear topic sentences 

4. specific and enough details 

5. clear flow of the ideas 

6. a restatement of the thesis 

7. a summary of the main points 

0 
El 0 
El 0 
El 0 
0 El 
0 El 
0 0 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] Today, many young people manage their time poorly, yet they do not seem to care 

about that. I feel their attitudes are mistaken. [Thesis statement] On account of the complexity of modern 

life, even young people need to be able to plan and organize well. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one thing, being able to plan for the future is needed to get work done. [Supporting 

details] People should be aware of both short-term and long-term planning. This dual planning system 

will help them do their work on time. For example, my literature teacher assigned a huge research paper 

a month before it was due. I planned ahead for it, so I made sure I had plenty of time to finish. However, 

most of my classmates did not plan ahead, so they were stuck writing a twenty-page paper two days 

before it was due. Naturally, their papers, and grades, were poor. Had they known how to plan for the 

future, their work would have been better. 

[Topic sentence 21 Additionally, being able to organize one's life will make a person more efficient. n-Dii[poOrt.! 

details] Organizational skills definitely let a person save time and do more work faster than before. My 

parents have always tried to make me more organized. They claim it saves time. That is true. I organize 

my daily routine between school, homework, chores, and leisure time. I make sure I do each activity for a 

certain amount of time every day. Thanks to my organizational skills. I waste no time watching too much 

television or engaging in other useless activities. This has made me much more efficient. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Young people really need to ensure they know how to plan and organize their 

lives:[Summary] This will let them do all their work on time and help them become more efficient people. 

[Closing] Planning and organizational skills are a must in modern life. 
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BrainGtormjng 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 1 

TV is more up-to-

date 

Topic sentence 2 

TV keeps up with 

changing news 

provide live coverage news about 

presidential election 

fl newspapers print old news 

• shows world economy changing 

• has instant analysis of events 

• papers change once every 24 hours 

.114~Clvie 

•	 

Newspapers or TV as a News Source? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People must get their news from newspapers; television news does not provide enough information. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statemen  People should get their news from television, not from newspapers. 

• Topic sentence 1  Television is more up-to-date than newspapers. 

Example 	TV can provide live coverage of news events while newspapers give us yesterday's news. 

• Topic sentence  2 TV is more suitable to keep up with today's quickly-changing news. 

Example 	TV can cover fast-changing news events and provide instant analysis, but newspapers 

only change their news once every twenty-four hours. 

• Conclusion 	TV news can provide instantaneous information, and it can cover the news anytime it 

suddenly changes. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

MUIT'Odath-014, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Some people insist upon reading newspapers front to back every day. 

B Thesis Statement 

ISM , 	I strongly believe people should get their news from television, not from newspapers. 

godf1 
A Topic Sentence 

Television is more up-to-date than newspapers. 

Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
TV networks can provide us with live coverage of events practically anywhere in the world, 

so we can watch the events as they happen. On the contrary, by the time a newspaper 

goes to print the next day, the news is usually old. My country, Korea, recently elected a 

new president. I watched the votes being counted live on TV. The next day, the newspapers 

told me news I already knew. We live in the Information Age. Newspapers are just behind 

the times. It is absolutely unnecessary to read newspapers telling us what we have already 

witnessed on TV. 

On Your Gam 

268 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



Newspapers or TV as a News Source? V I,- 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

_Sample The news changes very quickly nowadays. 

 

   

   

B Supporting Details 

Our world is so fast-paced that the news constantly changes, and newspapers just cannot 

keep up. However, television news can. Lately, the world's economy has been going up 

and down, even in the same day. TV news can capture these changes no matter when they 

happen. Newspapers can only change their news once every twenty-four hours. That is 

not fast enough. Furthermore, what good is reading a long article about a news event that 

is totally different now than it was when the journalist filed his report? It is useless. But TV, 

thanks to its fluid nature, provides instant analysis of changing news stories. This is the 

information I need to know. 

CCTV/414,On 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	Television news provides much better information than newspapers do. 

B Summary & Closing 

___ "alli TV news can provide instantaneous information, and it can cover the news anytime it 

suddenly changes. It is no wonder many people prefer watching 24-hour cable news 

networks like CNN to reading newspapers. 

269 www.nhantriviet.com  



TOEFL® iBT Writing 

00:30:00 

Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People must get their news from newspapers; television news does not provide enough information. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Newspapers or TV as a News Source? GA3 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Ifrarodaztion 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Conzacsion 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 

[Opening sentence] Some people insist upon reading newspapers front to back every day. They should not 

bother wasting their time. [Thesis statement] Instead, I strongly believe people should get their news from 

television, not from newspapers. 

[Topic sentence 1] First of all, television is more up-to-date than newspapers. [Supporting details] TV 

networks can provide us with live coverage of events practically anywhere in the world, so we can watch 

the events as they happen. On the contrary, by the time a newspaper goes to print the next day, the news 

is usually old. My country, Korea, recently elected a new president. I watched the votes being counted 

live on TV. The next day, the newspapers told me news I already knew. We live in the Information Age. 

Newspapers are just behind the times. It is absolutely unnecessary to read newspapers telling us what we 

have already witnessed on TV. 

[Topic sentence 2] Another reason television news is better is that the news changes very quickly 

nowadays. [Supporting details] Our world is so fast-paced that the news constantly changes, and 

newspapers just cannot keep up. However, television news can. Lately, the world's economy has been 

going up and down, even in the same day. TV news can capture these changes no matter when they 

happen. Newspapers can only change their news once every twenty-four hours. That is not fast enough. 

Furthermore, what good is reading a long article about a news event that is totally different now than it 

was when the journalist filed his report? It is useless. But TV, thanks to its fluid nature, provides instant 

analysis of changing news stories. This is the information I need to know. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Television news provides much better information than newspapers do. [Summary] 

TV news can provide instantaneous information, and it can cover the news anytime it suddenly changes. 

[Closing] It is no wonder many people prefer watching 24-hour cable news networks like CNN to reading 

newspapers. 
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‘E.rElin5torrning 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 

peers understand 

more than elders / 

• older people cannot relate well 

• sister gave irrelevant advice to me 

• classmate gave perfect advice 

Topic sentence 2 

more comfortable 

talking to peers 

• can be more open with friends 

• too embarrassed to talk to parents 

• can talk to friends comfortably 

On Your Om 
Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 \ 

• 

• 

• 

nI■,/ ■_, From Whom to Get Advice? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Getting advice from friends of an older age is more valuable than from friends your own age. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

- Thesis statemL 	It is much better to get advice from people your own age than from people older than 

you. 

* Topic sentence . Your peers understand your problems much better than your elders. 

Example 	My older sister's advice was worthless to me, but my classmate told me what I should do. 

• Topic sentence 	People feel more comfortable talking to their peers about problems than people different 

ages. 

Example 	i sometimes feel embarrassed to tell my parents about my problems, but I am 

comfortable explaining my troubles to my friends. 

* Conclusion 	Peers understand your problems better, and they are easier to talk to than are older friends. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

* Topic sentence 1 

Example 

      

        

        

9 Topic sentence 2 

     

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

ii2frOdt/tdiaPt, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

11WM__ It is generally believed that advice from older people would be more helpful than that from 

peers. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

It is much better to get advice from people your own age than from people older than you. 

80 
A Topic Sentence 

_Sample Your peers understand your problems much better than your elders. 

 

     

On Your Own 

    

     

B Supporting Details 

Older people often cannot relate since their current situations are much different from yours. 

This means their advice will not always work. However, people the same age comprehend 

your situation much better. They know which advice will work and which will not. A month 

ago, I had a problem at school. I asked my sister, who is five years older than me, for some 

advice. The advice she gave me was based upon what she would have done. It was good 

advice in general, but it was worthless for me. Fortunately, my classmate knew exactly what 

I should do and let me know. His advice enabled me to solve the problem. 

On Your Own 
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From Whom to Get Advice? 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

People feel more comfortable talking to their peers about problems than people different 

ages. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

When I have a problem, I am more open discussing it with my friends the same age as me. 

I feel differently with my parents. The other day, I had a problem too embarrassing to tell my 

parents about. Obviously, they could not advise me on it. However, I knew my best friend 

would understand me. So I explained my problem to him, and he gave me some great 

advice. Because I could say exactly what was bothering me, he could assist me. 

On Your Own 

C072C1,14Si-071. 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

	 Getting advice from friends the same age as you is better than being advised by your older 

friends. 

B Summary & Closing 

Friends the same age understand your problems better, and they are easier to talk to than 

are older friends. For almost all of my problems, I consult someone the same age as me. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Getting advice from friends of an older age is more valuable than from friends your own age. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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From Whom to Get Advice? G44 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes 	No 

MAroduthopt 1 an opening sentence 	 II 	El 
2. a clear thesis statement 

3, clear topic sentences 	 II 	El 
4. specific and enough details 	 [] 
5. clear flow of the ideas 	 El 	El 

cartc41/2,on, 	6. a restatement of the thesis 	 El 
7  a summary of the main points 	 [] 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] It is generally believed that advice from older people would be more helpful than that 

from peers. I disagree with this belief. [Thesis statement] It is much better to get advice from people your 

own age than from people older than you. 

[Topic sentence 1] Your peers understand your problems much better than your elders. [Supporting details] 

Older people often cannot relate since their current situations are much different from yours. This means 

their advice will not always work. However, people the same age comprehend your situation much better. 

They know which advice will work and which will not. A month ago. I had a problem at school. I asked 

my sister, who is five years older than me, for some advice. The advice she gave me was based upon 

what she would have done. It was good advice in general, but it was worthless for me. Fortunately, my 

classmate knew exactly what I should do and let me know. His advice enabled me to solve the problem. 

Ronlc sentence 2] People feel more comfortable talking to their peers about problems than people different 

ages. Supporting details] When I have a problem. I am more open discussing it with my friends the same 

age as me. I feel differently with my parents. The other day, I had a problem too embarrassing to tell 

my parents about. Obviously, they could not advise me on it. However, I knew my best friend would 

understand me. So I explained my problem to him, and he gave me some great advice. Because I could 

say exactly what was bothering me, he could assist me. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Getting advice from friends the same age as you is better than being advised by 

your older friends. [Summary] Friends the same age understand your problems better, and they are easier 

to talk to than are older friends. [Closing] For almost all of my problems, I consult someone the same age 

as me. 
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aqiin-s-torming 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

,,AkitT440, 

Topic sentence 1 

can concentrate on 

the project 

use brainpower on one thing at a time 

will make the project better 

did 2 projects separately—) 2 A's 

Topic sentence 2 

will not confuse two 

assignments 

,0181..1161.4.1..111.1.09101MMOMBIAIIM 

working on 2 things can be confusing 

friend did 2 projects simultaneously 

did poor work —> 2 C's 

/\_rirj  Two Ways of Doing Projects 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to do one project first and then begin to do another than to do several projects at the 
same time. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Example 

• Conclusion 

Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

I strongly believe that it is much better to do only one project at a time rather than several 

at once. 

When you work on any projects, it is very important to concentrate on them. 

I had two projects but did them one at a time, so I wound up getting A's on both of them. 

Doing one project at a time will keep you from confusing two or more assignments. 

My friend did the same two projects simultaneously, but he got them mixed up so 

received C's on both of them. 

Working on one project at a time allows a person to focus on his or her task while also 

keeping the person from confusing several different assignments. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence  1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

AtileOdadiag 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	Some people prefer working on several projects at once while others like to do their 

projects one by one. 

On Your Own 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	I strongly believe that it is much better to do only one project at a time rather than several at 

once. 

Your 

Body 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

When you work on any projects, it is very important to concentrate on them. 

B Supporting Details 

This concentration can hardly be ensured when you do several projects at the same time. 

But doing just one thing will let you focus all your brainpower on that single task. This will 

ultimately make your project much better. For example, I had two assignments due on the 

same day last week. Instead of doing them together, I researched one project for two days 

and wrote the first paper. Then I did the same for the next paper. While working on each 

paper, I did not think about the other one. I got A's on both assignments since I focused on 

them separately. 

On Your Own 
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.41 

   

Two Ways of Doing Projects 

  

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Doing one project at a time will keep you from confusing two or more assignments. 

B Supporting Details 

A person working on multiple projects simultaneously has a greater probability of making 

mistakes. On the same assignments I mentioned above, my best friend worked on them 

both at the same time. Unfortunately, he confused them both. One was supposed to be an 

opinion essay while the other was a science report. He, however, made his essay a factual 

report and gave his opinion on the science project. He did not do his assignments properly. 

He got C's on both projects. He will probably never work on two projects at once again. 

COrgdf/t/CiC12 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	Working on one project at a time is the ideal way to get work done. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	It lets a person focus on his or her task while also keeping the person from confusing several 

different assignments. Concentration and precision will make any project successful. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to do one project first and then begin to do another than to do several projects at the same 
time. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Two Ways of Doing Projects 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

hu'roduchen "I 	an opening sentence O 117 
2 a clear thesis statement 0 El 

Body 3 clear topic sentences 0 
4 specific and enough details El] 
5 clear flow of the ideas O El 

Canztwrion a restatement of the thesis 

a summary of the main points 

O 0 

[Opening sentence] Some people prefer working on several projects at once while others like to do their 

projects one by one. [Thesis statement] I strongly believe that it is much better to do only one project at a 

time rather than several at once. 

[Topic sentence 1] When you work on any projects, it is very important to concentrate on them. [Supporting 

details] This concentration can hardly be ensured when you do several projects at the same time. But 

doing just one thing will let you focus all your brainpower on that single task. This will ultimately make 

your project much better. For example, I had two assignments due on the same day last week. Instead of 

doing them together, I researched one project for two days and wrote the first paper. Then I did the same 

for the next paper. While working on each paper, I did not think about the other one. I got A's on both 

assignments since I focused on them separately. 

[Topic sentence 2] Doing one project at a time will keep you from confusing two or more assignments. 

[Supporting details A person working on multiple projects simultaneously has a greater probability of 

making mistakes. On the same assignments I mentioned above, my best friend worked on them both at 

the same time. Unfortunately, he confused them both. One was supposed to be an opinion essay while 

the other was a science report. He, however, made his essay a factual report and gave his opinion on the 

science project. He did not do his assignments properly. He got C's on both projects. He will probably 

never work on two projects at once again. 

[Restatement of the thesis; Working on one project at a time is the ideal way to get work done. [Summary] 

It lets a person focus on his or her task while also keeping the person from confusing several different 

assignments. 	Concentration and precision will make any project successful. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

- 	, 

Topic sentence 1 

can learn about new 

places 

Topic sentence 2 

should enjoy life more / 

can be fun and educational 

• family travels twice a year 

• have learned about other cultures 

• should spend money on oneself 

• friend's parents never enjoy life 

• after trip, were happy and relaxed 

• 

• 

• 

Thesis statement 

• 

FOY Money: Spending vs. Saving 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to spend money on traveling and vacations than to save money for some time in the future. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement It is much better for people to spend their money by taking trips or vacations than to save 

it for the future. 

• Topic sentence  1  Taking vacations lets people see and learn about new places. 

Example 	My family has traveled in Korea and abroad, so we have seen how others live and have 

learned about other cultures. 

• Topic sentence 2 People need to enjoy life more. 

Example 	Though my friend's parents work ail the time, they recently took a trip and returned much 

happier and more relaxed. 

• Conclusion 	Through trips and vacations, people can experience new places and cultures and can 

become happier. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

        

           

           

           

Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft 

ilibrOdathen, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Some people save all of their money and never spend it. 

B Thesis Statement 

It is much better for people to spend their money by taking trips or vacations than to save it 

for the future. 

So 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Taking vacations lets people see and learn about new places. 

B Supporting Details 

Thus, traveling is educational as well as fun. I come from a middle-class family, so we do 

not have that much money. But my parents manage to take us on a couple of trips every 

year. Not only do we travel around Korea, but we have also occasionally taken trips abroad. 

These vacations have been great learning experiences for me. I have gotten to see how 

other people live and to learn about other cultures. The money was well spent and did 

much more good than it would have just sitting in some bank account. 
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Money: Spending vs. Hying 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

ple 
	

People need to enjoy life more. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

	 They can do this by spending their hard-earned money on themselves. What is the point of 

earning money if a person is not going to spend it? Some people just work all of the time 

and never enjoy their lives. They would be much happier—and become more productive 

workers—if they spent their money on a trip somewhere. My friend's parents work all the 

time yet never travel. Finally, they took a trip recently. When they returned, they looked 

better and were much happier and more relaxed. Many people could use a trip to make 

them happier. 

C011X1144,i011, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

People should spend their money on trips or vacations and not bother saving all of it. 

B Summary & Closing 

Semple 

	

	
Trips can introduce new places and cultures to people. In addition, they can help people 

become happier. I am so grateful that my parents take us on trips instead of putting all of 

their money in the bank. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to spend money on traveling and vacations than to save money for some time in the future. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 
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TkstvourliglIregUNIMMINI.allw".  . 

Money: Spending vs. Saving 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Attroduction 1 .unoponingoentemoe 0 0 
2 a clear thesis statement 

Body 3. clear topic sentences O 11] 
4 specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas El El 

Condusi,an 6. a restatement of the thesis Kt 1:1 
7. a summary of the main points O El 

[Opening sentence] Some people save all of their money and never spend it. To me, they are just people 

who do not know how to enjoy their lives. [Thesis statement] In fact, it is much better for people to spend 

their money by taking trips or vacations than to save it for the future. 

[Topic sentence 1] Taking vacations lets people see and learn about new places. [Supporting details] Thus, 

traveling is educational as well as fun. I come from a middle-class family, so we do not have that much 

money. But my parents manage to take us on a couple of trips every year. Not only do we travel around 

Korea, but we have also occasionally taken trips abroad. These vacations have been great learning 

experiences for me. I have gotten to see how other people live and to learn about other cultures. The 

money was well spent and did much more good than it would have just sitting in some bank account. 

[Topic sentence 2] Also, people need to enjoy life more. [Supporting details; They can do this by spending 

their hard-earned money on themselves. What is the point of earning money if a person is not going 

to spend it? Some people just work all of the time and never enjoy their lives. They would be much 

happier—and become more productive workers—if they spent their money on a trip somewhere. My 

friend's parents work all the time yet never travel. Finally, they took at/ip recently. When they returned, 

they looked better and were much happier and more relaxed. Many people could use a trip to make them 

happier. 

[Restatement of the thesisi People should spend their money on trips or vacations and not bother saving all 

of it. [Summary] Trips can introduce new places and cultures to people. In addition, they can help people 

become happier. 	I am so grateful that my parents take us on trips instead of putting all of their 

money in the bank. 
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• not bothered by clay-to-day worries 

• lack of money unhappy 

• some neighbors —> rich & happy 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 1 

can do whatever 

they want to do 

Thesis statement 

• most people need to work 

• rich can do activities they enjoy 

• a lawyer who bikes around the country 

On Your Own 
Thesis statement 

Labor and Happiness 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People who do not work because they have enough money are rarely happy. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement People who do not work because they are rich can be quite happy. _ _ 	 _ 	  
• Topic sentence 1 Rich people can do whatever they want. 

Example 	One rich lawyer quit working so that he could bike around the country. 

• Topic sentence 2 Another advantage the wealthy have is that they have few worries. 

Example 	Many people are unhappy because they lack money, but the rich are content because 

they can buy whatever they want or need. 

• Conclusion 	The rich can follow their hearts' desires, and they lack day-to-day worries. 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 

fib 11 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

ittandaCHIM, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

Some people say that labor is a necessity for a person to be happy even if he is rich. 

B Thesis Statement 

People who do not work because they are rich can be quite happy. 

go 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Rich people can do whatever they want. 

B Supporting Details 

Most people have to spend large portions of their lives working to pay for a house, clothes, 

and food. Many of them cannot pursue the hobbies or educational and leisure activities 

they want to because they have to work. This is not true of the rich. Instead, if there is 

something they want to do, they can do it. I recently read about a wealthy lawyer who quit 

working to bike around the country. He looked like a happy man, and he will never have to 

work another day in his life. He will be content doing what he wants to do. 
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Labor and Happiness 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Another advantage the wealthy have is that they have few worries. 

allecarJawii— 

B Supporting Details 

It may be true that money does not buy happiness, but it sure can help. Many people's 

unhappiness is caused by a lack of money. They cannot buy certain things. They have to 

work more to pay the rent. They need a second job to pay for their children's educations. 

Rich people lack these worries. Without problems like these, people's lives would be 

happier. Some rich people in my neighborhood do not work but just stay home all day and 

regularly do some outdoor leisure activities. Their lives are neither busy nor exciting, but 

they seem to be quite happy since they lack the day-to-day worries most people have. 

CoPtc4rthyn, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample Many rich people are happy despite not having jobs to fill the hours in their days. 

B Summary & Closing 

They can follow their hearts' desires, and they lack any worries that can be upsetting. It is 

their money, not labor, that contributes to their happiness. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People who do not work because they have enough money are rarely happy. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 
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Labor and Happiness 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes 	No 
&induction 1. an opening sentence 	 El 

2. a clear thesis statement 
	

El 	El 
Body 	3. clear topic sentences 	 O 	El 

4. specific and enough details 
	 El 	El 

5. clear flow of the ideas 
	 CI 	0 

Cox(la,son 6. a restatement of the thesis 
	 El 

7. a summary of the main points 
	 El 

Samp a Essay 

[Opening sentence] Some people say that labor is a necessity for a person to be happy even if he is rich. I 

do not agree with them. [Thesis statement] Rather, I am convinced that people who do not work because 

they are rich can be quite happy. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one thing, rich people can do whatever they want. [Supporting details) Most people 

have to spend large portions of their lives working to pay for a house, clothes, and food. Many of them 

cannot pursue the hobbies or educational and leisure activities they want to because they have to work. 

This is not true of the rich. Instead, if there is something they want to do,. they can do it. I recently read 

about a wealthy lawyer who quit working to bike around the country. He looked like a happy man, and he 

will never have to work another day in his life. He will be content doing what he wants to do. 

[Topic sentence 2] Another advantage the wealthy have is that they have few worries. [Supporting details] 

It may be true that money does not buy happiness, but it sure can help. Many people's unhappiness 

is caused by a lack of money. They cannot buy certain things. They have to work more to pay the rent. 

They need a second job to pay for their children's educations. Rich people lack these worries. Without 

problems like these, people's lives would be happier. Some rich people in my neighborhood do not work 

but just stay home all day and regularly do some outdoor leisure activities. Their lives are neither busy nor 

exciting, but they seem to be quite happy since they lack the day-to-day worries most people have. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Many rich people are happy despite not having jobs to fill the hours in their days. 

[Summary] They can follow their hearts' desires, and they lack any worries that can be upsetting. [Uo:_, 

It is their money, not labor, that contributes to their happiness. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Sample 

Topic sentence 2 

need to be able to 

use the Internet 

Topic sentence 1 

most jobs require 

literacy 

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 

■ 
c) 

/ ■ F Importance of Literacy Today 

Some people say that the ability to read and write has become more important than it was in the past. 

Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

few jobs in past needed literacy 	 so much info. to read on Internet 

great-grandpa - illiterate farmer 	 must be able to send emails 

relatives' current jobs need literacy 	 sister's skills make her successful 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statemel Today illiterate people cannot lead successful lives because literacy is much more 

important now than it ever was in the past. 

• Topic sentence 	The majority of jobs available today require a person to be literate to be successful. 

Example 	My great-grandfather was illiterate yet successful, but my relatives today are only 

successful because they are literate. 

• Topic sentence 2 Using the Internet, an integral part of our lives, requires a person to have good reading 

and writing skills. 

Example 	My sister excels at her job because she has good reading and writing skills that allow her 

to use the Internet proficiently. 

• Conclusion 	Today, people should have good reading and writing skills to be successful in their jobs 

and to use the Internet effectively for their work. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

                  

                     

                     

                     

Example 

                    

                     

• Topic sentence 2 

                  

                     

                     

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

BIZ` YO 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 

	

	
In the past, people had little difficulty living and working without the ability to read and 

write. 

On Your Own 

B Thesis Statement 

	 Today illiterate people cannot lead successful lives because literacy is much more important 

now than it ever was in the past. 

Body 1 
A Topic Sentence 

The majority of jobs available today require a person to be literate to be successful. 

B Supporting Details 

This was not the case 100 years ago. In the past, the majority of people were farmers, 

and they did not need literacy to grow crops and raise animals. For example, my great-

grandfather was a successful farmer during his day yet could not read. However, the jobs 

my relatives have today— banker, businessperson, teacher, and so on—demand that they 

read and write well. Without those two skills, they could not have gotten their jobs, let alone 

have succeeded. 

On Your Own 
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Importance of Literacy Today 

,Or- ,,,I,-.■-• -.', '' =`,,,...'.-- -ea, 	 

B©dy 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Furthermore, using the Internet, an integral part of our lives, requires a person to have good 

reading and writing skills. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

Since there is so much information on the Internet, people should be able to read as quickly 

and correctly as possible. Likewise, many people send large numbers of emails daily, and 

this requires an ability to write well. For instance, my sister is a secretary, and she often 

needs to make digests of useful information from the Internet and send emails for her boss. 

Thanks to her excellent reading and writing skills, she has been highly recognized by her 

boss. Without those two abilities, she could not do her job properly in this Information Age. . 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

_MS Reading and writing are much more important today than they were in the past. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	

Unlike the past, most jobs today require literacy for a person to be successful. And with 

so much work involving the Internet, being able to read and write is imperative. In modern 

society, people should try to improve their reading and writing skills so they can have a 

successful future. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Some people say that the ability to read and write has become more important than it was in the past. 
Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
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k 

   

   

Importance of Literacy Today 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Iniroolathart 1. an opening sentence 0 0 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 

80# 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 
4. specific and enough details El 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas Ei 

Coltriusiatt 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
T a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence) In the past, people had little difficulty living and working without the ability to read and 

write. [Thesis statement] Today, however, illiterate people cannot lead successful lives because literacy is 

much more important now than it ever was in the past. 

[Topic sentence 7! The majority of jobs available today require a person to be literate to be successful. 

(Supporting details) This was not the case 100 years ago. In the past, the majority of people were farmers, 

and they did not need literacy to grow crops and raise animals. For example, my great-grandfather was a 

successful farmer during his day yet could not read. However, the jobs my relatives have today—banker, 

businessperson, teacher, and so on—demand that they read and write well. Without those two skills, they 

could not have gotten their jobs, let alone have succeeded. 

[Topic sentence 21 Furthermore, using the Internet, an integral part of our lives, requires a person to have 

good reading and writing skills. ",upporting details; Since there is so much information on the Internet, 

people should be able to read as quickly and correctly as possible. Likewise, many people send large 

numbers of emails daily, and this requires an ability to write well. For instance, my sister is a secretary, 

and she often needs to make digests of useful information from the Internet and send emails for her boss. 

Thanks to her excellent reading and writing skills, she has been highly recognized by her boss. Without 

those two abilities, she could not do her job properly in this Information Age. 

[Restatement of the thesk,: Reading and writing are much more important today than they were in the past. 

[Summary] Unlike the past, most jobs today require literacy for a person to be successful. And with so 

much work involving the Internet, being able to read and write is imperative. [Closing] In modern society, 

people should try to improve their reading and writing skills so they can have a successful future. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 2 

takes long time to 

cook some foods 

Topic sentence 1 

more & more ppl. 

enjoy cooking 

Sample 

friend's mom cooks for hours 

friend enjoys doing the same thing 

will make complex dinners in future 

cooking roast or stew takes hours 

must cook slowly or ruin food 

slow cooker is very popular now 

Topic sentence 1 

Less Time on Cooking in the Future? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Twenty years from now, people will spend less time cooking and preparing food than they do today. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement  Twenty years from now, people will still spend about the same amount of time preparing 

food as they do today. 

• Topic sentence 1  More and more people enjoy cooking itself. 

Example 	My friend and her mother love to cook, so they do not mind spending several hours 

cooking meals every day. 

• Topic sentence 2 You cannot change how long it takes to cook some kinds of food. 

Example 	It takes time to cook some food properly, and the slow cooker is popular these days. 

• Conclusion 	The number of people who enjoy cooking is on the increase, and the speed at which 

some food cooks cannot be decreased. 

• Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 

Example 

; • Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

i-KLIE0Oktalian, 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

pie 
	

Some people expect that they will spend less time cooking and preparing meals in the 

 

future. 

    

On Your Own 

      

B Thesis Statement 

111112="-  I believe that, twenty years from now, people will still spend about the same amount of time 

preparing food as they do today. 

On Your Own 

      

Body 1 
A Topic Sentence 

1111011L 	More and more people enjoy cooking itself. 

    

B Supporting Details 

Because cooking is relaxing to them, they are fine with spending an hour or two cooking a 

meal. My friend's mother is one such person. Although she works eight hours a day, upon 

coming home, she spends a couple of hours cooking dinner. She really loves cooking. And 

her daughter, my friend, resembles her. She often helps her mother since cooking is fun. 

She will not mind if, in the future, she spends lots of time cooking. Even if appliances make 

preparing meals faster, she will likely make more elaborate meals. For my friend and her 

mother, cooking is not labor but a pastime. This is and will be true of many other people. 
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- A 

Less Time on Cooking in the Future" 

Body2 
A Topic Sentence 

You cannot change how long it takes to cook some kinds of food. 

B Supporting Details 

Of course, there are various instant foods that take five minutes to heat up. If you, however, 

want to cook a roast or stew properly, it will require several hours to cook. The slow cooker, 

which takes hours to cook meals, is popular these days. I am sure people in the future will 

still use that appliance because cooking food quickly is liable to ruin it. Proper cooking will 

still take lots of time in the future. 

COnZtt/tthlit 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Two decades from now, people will cook for the same amount of time as they do today. 

Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	

The number of people who enjoy cooking is on the increase, and the speed at which some 

food cooks cannot be decreased. In the end, cooking is an activity that requires enough 

time. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Twenty years from now, people will spend less time cooking and preparing food than they do today. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Less Time on Cooking in the Future? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes 	No 

Ika-roduction "I. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 

3, clear topic sentences 

4. specific and enough details 

5. clear flow of the ideas 

Candeksion 6. a restatement of the thesis 

7. a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence] Some people expect that they will spend less time cooking and preparing meals in the 

future. I doubt it. [Thesis statement] In fact, I believe that, twenty years from now, people will still spend 

about the same amount of time preparing food as they do today. 

[Topic sentence 1] First, more and more people enjoy cooking itself. [Supporting details] Because cooking 

is relaxing to them, they are fine with spending an hour or two cooking a meal. My friend's mother is one 

such person. Although she works eight hours a day, upon coming home, she spends a couple of hours 

cooking dinner. She really loves cooking. And her daughter, my friend, resembles her. She often helps her 

mother since cooking is fun. She will not mind if, in the future, she spends lots of time cooking. Even if 

appliances make preparing meals faster, she will likely make more elaborate meals. For my friend and her 

mother, cooking is not labor but a pastime. This is and will be true of many other people. 

[Topic sentence 21 Next, you cannot change how long it takes to cook some kinds of food. [Supporting 

details] Of course, there are various instant foods that take five minutes to heat up. If you, however, want 

to cook a roast or stew properly, it will require several hours to cook. The slow cooker, which takes nours 

to cook meals, is popular these days. I am sure people in the future will still use that appliance because 

cooking food quickly is liable to ruin it. Proper cooking will still take lots of time in the future. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Two decades from now, people will cook for the same amount of time as they 

do today. [Surn.rnary] The number of people who enjoy cooking is on the increase, and the speed at which 

some food cooks cannot be decreased. [Closing] In the end, cooking is an activity that requires enough 

time. 
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Doing Difficult Jobs vs. Doing Easy Work 

Some people like to do adventurous and difficult jobs at their work or school while others prefer to do 
easy work. Which do you prefer and why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 

Er:E.11IL=5I:D:(11.11fig 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I prefer difficult work 

Topic sentence 1 

more interesting 

Topic sentence 2 

enjoy the challenge of 

hard work 

get bored with easy work 
	

like to compete against others 

am learning high-level math now 	 cannot compete if do easy work 

enjoy trying to find the answers 	 came in first place in science fair 

Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 
	

Topic sentence 2 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

 

Sample 

        

• Thesis statement I am the kind of person who prefers doing adventurous and difficult work. 

Adventurous or difficult assignments are more interesting. 

I love trying to solve difficult problems in my math class. 

I also enjoy doing things that challenge my abilities. 

I competed against the other students in the science fair and came in first place. 

Difficult work is more interesting, and it lets me challenge myself. 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 

011 Your Own 

        

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

        

          

          

Example 

            

              

              

              

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Atiroduthan 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

Some of my classmates always pick the easiest assignments possible. 

B Thesis Statement 

I am the kind of person who prefers doing adventurous and difficult work. 

Sods 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Adventurous or difficult assignments are more interesting. 

B Supporting Details 

I simply cannot stand doing easy work. It is boring even though I can get an easy A+ doing 

it. However, difficult assignments keep me interested in a topic. For example, my math 

class is studying some high-level math right now. Many students are complaining about 

its difficulty, but I love it. It is fun trying to solve difficult math problems and figure out the 

answers. This makes school more interesting to me than it would be if I already knew all the 

answers. 
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Doing Difficult Jobs vs. Doing Easy Work 

80dJ 2 
A Topic Sentence 

I also enjoy doing things that challenge my abilities. 
- 	 - — 

On Your Own  

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	I am competitive, so I like to know where I stand with regards to other students. If we are 

assigned easy work, almost everyone gets a perfect grade. We cannot compare ourselves 

this way. However, doing difficult work lets everyone know who the best is. That is a 

challenge I try to win. I love it when I get to compete against others to prove I am the best 

or almost the best. We recently had our school's science fair. Some students did not bother 

trying, but I worked as hard as possible to make the most difficult project. It was a real 

challenge, but I did it. And the judges voted my project the best in the school. Winning 

made me feel great. 

On Your Own 

COPLC-41/9i011, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

11111Crik:L4kri. I highly prefer adventurous and difficult work to easy work. 

B Summary & Closing 

	 Difficult work is more interesting, and it lets me challenge myself. I feel that doing difficult 

work has made me a better student because of the extra work I have had to do. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Some people like to do adventurous and difficult jobs at their work or school while others prefer to do 
easy work. Which do you prefer and why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 
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Doing Difficut Jobs vs. Doing Easy Work 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

litirodacithn. 1. an opening sentence El 
2. a clear thesis statement O 0 

Body 3. clear topic sentences El 
4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas CI 0 

C012Cia4i.012 6. a restatement of the thesis El 0 
7 aoummaryofthomuinpointa 0 0 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] Some of my classmates always pick the easiest assignments possible. I dislike their 

approach. [Thesis statement] Instead. I am the kind of person who prefers doing adventurous and difficult 

work. 

[Topic sentence 1j The first reason I feel this way is that adventurous or difficult assignments are more 

interesting. rSupporting details] I simply cannot stand doing easy work. It is boring even though I can get 

an easy A+ doing it. However, difficult assignments keep me interested in a topic. For example, my math 

class is studying some high-level math right now. Many students are complaining about its difficulty, but I 

love it. It is fun trying to solve difficult math problems and figure out the answers. This makes school more 

interesting to me than it would be if I already knew all the answers. 

[Topic sentence 2] I also enjoy doing things that challenge my abilities. [;.,,1„.porm‘o 	I am competitive, 

so I like to know where I stand with regards to other students. If we are assigned easy work, almost 

everyone gets a perfect grade. We cannot compare ourselves this way. However, doing difficult work lets 

everyone know who the best is. That is a challenge I try to win. I love it when I get to compete against 

others to prove I am the best or almost the best. We recently had our school's science fair. Some students 

did not bother trying, but I worked as hard as possible to make the most difficult project. It was a real 

challenge, but I did it. And the judges voted my project the best in the school. Winning made me feel 

great. 

[Restatement of the thesis] I highly prefer adventurous and difficult work to easy work. [Summary] Difficult 

work is more interesting, and it lets me challenge myself. II:it:sing I feel that doing difficult work has made 

me a better student because of the extra work I have had to do. 
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Er-E-Jiritorrnh-yg 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I disagree 

Topic sentence 1 

can ask them for 

assistance 

• help with minor and major issues 

• uncle lent father money --> father now 

has successful business 

Topic sentence 2 

learn much from 

extended family 

• grandmothers heal and teach 

• grandfathers provide wisdom 

• enlighten others with their wisdom 

• 

• 

• 	J • 

• 

Thesis statement 

Declining Importance of 
the Extended Family 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

The extended family (such as grandparents, cousins, aunts, and uncles) is less important now than it 
was in the past. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement Even nowadays, the extended family is just as important as it was in the past for a couple 

of reasons. 

• Topic sentence 1 Extended family members are among the first people we can ask for assistance when we 

have problems. 

Example 	My uncle lent my father some money to start a business, which is now successful. 

• Topic sentence 2 We can learn a lot from our extended family, especially our grandparents. 

Example 
	

Grandmothers know a lot about taking care of illnesses and running a family while 

grandfathers provide wisdom when important matters come up. 

• Conclusion 
	

Our extended family members will help us in our times of need, and they can provide us 

with practical knowledge in life. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

PULY0dadthii, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

In the past, people frequently depended on their extended family of grandparents, cousins, 

aunts, and uncles for help. 

B Thesis Statement 

Even nowadays, the extended family is just as important as it was in the past for a couple 

of reasons. 

Your Own 

          

           

           

           

           

golly 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Extended family members are among the first people we can ask for assistance when we 

have problems. 

B Supporting Details 

''-jolikilarlaft These problems may include simple things such as needing help moving to a new 

apartment or just needing to borrow someone's car for the day. Other things can be more 

serious; these may include borrowing money or comforting a sick relative. Once, my father 

wanted to start his own business, but his loan application to a bank was rejected. So he 

went to his uncle to ask for some money. The uncle lent my father the money to set up 

his business, and now my father runs a successful business. This is just one of the many 

instances where my extended family has proven helpful. 
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Declining Importance of the Extended Family 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

We can also learn a lot from our extended family, especially our grandparents. 

B Supporting Details 

i =1  Grandmothers are the healers and teachers in many families. They know a lot about taking 

care of illnesses, running a family, and many other things. They love passing this knowledge 

on to others. Grandfathers are the leaders who provide wisdom when important matters 

come up. My grandfather taught me how to fish and still tells me stories of our family 

history and the hard life he had as a boy. These talks enlighten me and make me thankful 

for the life I have today. 

CattdrU/Siiern 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Our extended families are still very important in our lives these days. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	

We know that our extended family members will help us in our times of need and that we 

can rely on them for knowledge. I am certainly thankful for my extended family. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

The extended family (such as grandparents, cousins, aunts, and uncles) is less important now than it 
was in the past. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Declining Importance of the Extended Family 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes 	No 
lid-roditction 1 an opening sentence 	 CI 	CI 

2. a clear thesis statement 
	

0 	0 
gody 	3. clear topic sentences 	 0 	0 

4. specific and enough details 	 CI 	0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 

	
0 	0 

Conctu,sett 6. a restatement of the thesis 	 0 	0 
7. a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence] In the past, people frequently depended on their extended family of grandparents, 

cousins, aunts, and uncles for help. [Thesis statement] Even nowadays, the extended family is just as 

important as it was in the past for a couple of reasons. 

[Topic sentence 1] Extended family members are among the first people we can ask for assistance when 

we have problems. [Supporting details] These problems may include simple things such as needing help 

moving to a new apartment or just needing to borrow someone's car for the day. Other things can be 

more serious; these may include borrowing money or comforting a sick relative. Once, my father wanted 

to start his own business, but his loan application to a bank was rejected. So he went to his uncle to ask 

for some money. The uncle lent my father the money to set up his business, and now my father runs a 

successful business. This is just one of the many instances where my extended family has proven helpful. 

[Topic sentence 2] We can also learn a lot from our extended family, especially our grandparents. [Supporting 

details] Grandmothers are the healers and teachers in many families. They know a lot about taking care 

of illnesses, running a family, and many other things. They love passing this knowledge on to others. 

Grandfathers are the leaders who provide wisdom when important matters come up. My grandfather 

taught me how to fish and still tells me stories of our family history and the hard life he had as a boy. 

These talks enlighten me and make me thankful for the life I have today. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Our extended families are still very important in our lives these days. [Summaryi 

We know that our extended family members will help us in our times of need and that we can rely on 

them for knowledge. [Closingi I am certainly thankful for my extended family. 
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• 

iloommusummommemomommomenewom, 

Time with Family vs. Time at Work 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to spend time with family than to spend time at work. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

EiinQrrnirJ 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

 

Topic sentence 1 

Thesis statement 

I disagree 

Topic sentence 2 

need a job to earn an 	 get personal 

income 	 satisfaction at job 
_„-- 

can pay for housing, clothes, &food 
	

get sense of fulfillment from work 

dad works long hours & weekends 	 uncle working at a hospital —> feels 

—> we own many nice things 	 good when patients get cured 

Thesis statement 

 

      

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement It is more important for people to spend time at work. 

• Topic sentence 1 People's jobs are the primary sources of income for most families. 

Example My father needs to work to earn enough money for us to have a good, comfortable life. 

• Topic sentence 2 Many people get personal satisfaction from their careers. 

Example 

• Conclusion 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

My uncle loves making his patients better, and his wife enjoys hearing him talk about how 

good he feels about his work. 

People need to work to ensure a good standard of living, and they get personal satisfaction 

from their jobs. 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 

	

	
Some people do not work too hard but instead prefer to stay home with their families most 

of the time. 

On Your Own 

B Thesis Statement 

I believe it is more important for people to spend time at work. 

go 1 
A Topic Sentence 

People's jobs are the primary sources of income for most families. 

B Supporting Details 

Without their jobs, they would not be able to afford housing, clothes, and food. My father 

spends ten to twelve hours a day at his job, and he sometimes even works on the weekend. 

It would be nice if he could spend more time at home with the family; however, I understand 

that he needs to work so that we can have a good, comfortable life. Thanks to my father, 

we have a nice apartment, car, and many other things. This makes me appreciate the time I 

spend with my father even more. 
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Time with Family vs. Time at Work 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Many people also get personal satisfaction from their careers. 

B Supporting Details 

Although everyone does not enjoy his or her job, most people get a sense of fulfillment from 

the work they do. This is crucial to their well-being. My uncle is a doctor at a big hospital. 

He has many patients who depend on him to get healthy. Although my aunt wishes he 

would spend more time at home, she understands that he needs to be with his patients. 

And she loves hearing him talk about how good he feels after he has discharged a patient 

from the hospital. He truly feels satisfied with his job. 

On Your Own 

Catt,dtiffi011, 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	

Spending time at work is more important than spending time with one's family. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 

 

People need the money they get from their jobs to ensure a good standard of living. They 

also derive personal satisfaction from their jobs. Even though spending time with one's 

        

 

family is important, working is even more so. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to spend time with family than to spend time at work. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Time with Family vs. Time at Work 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
Aterodadion 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑  

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

coputusum. 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 

)rtrirwror.:‘ 	*ArtrAr 	 it it 

[Opening sentence] Some people do not work too hard but instead prefer to stay home with their families 

most of the time. I disagree with their approach. [Thesis statement] As a matter of fact, I believe it is more 

important for people to spend time at work. 

[Topic sentence 1] People's jobs are the primary sources of income for most families. [Supporting details] 

Without their jobs, they would not be able to afford housing, clothes, and food. My father spends ten to 

twelve hours a day at his job, and he sometimes even works on the weekend. It would be nice if he could 

spend more time at home with the family; however, I understand that he needs to work so that we can 

have a good, comfortable life. Thanks to my father, we have a nice apartment, car, and many other things. 

This makes me appreciate the time I spend with my father even more. 

[Topic sentence 2] Many people also get personal satisfaction from their careers. [Supporting details] 

Although everyone does not enjoy his or her job, most people get a sense of fulfillment from the work 

they do. This is crucial to their well-being. My uncle is a doctor at a big hospital. He has many patients 

who depend on him to get healthy. Although my aunt wishes he would spend more time at home, she 

understands that he needs to be with his patients. And she loves hearing him talk about how good he 

feels after he has discharged a patient from the hospital. He truly feels satisfied with his job. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Spending time at work is more important than spending time with one's family. 

[Summary] People need the money they get from their jobs to ensure a good standard of living. They 

also derive personal satisfaction from their jobs. [Cosi Is] Even though spending time with one's family is 

important, working is even more so. 
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Topic sentence 1 

too busy with other 

activities 

Topic sentence 2 

think volunteering is 

a waste of time 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

On Your • 

	 )

Topic sentence 2 

r„--i Do the Young Help Communities Enough? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Young people do not give enough time to help their communities. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

have schoolwork & extracurriculars 

bro, sis, and I are busy w/ schoolwork 

> too tired to volunteer 

no one appreciates work done 

friends and I cleaned a park 

> not given thanks by anyone J 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement 	Many youths do not support their communities as much as they could. 

• Topic sentence 1 	They are too busy with their lives to do anything in their communities. 

Example 	My brother, sister, and I cannot do any volunteering because we have too much schoolwork. - 	- 
• Topic sentence 2 	They seem to believe that doing volunteer work is a big waste of time. 

Example 	No one thanked my friends and me for cleaning a local park, and it was dirty again just a 

week later. 

• Conclusion 	Young people are too busy with schoolwork and other activities to do volunteering, and 

many of them believe it is not worth the time or effort. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 

www.n ha ntriviet.com  327 



Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

1-11.frOdadiZit 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 

 

I often hear older people complaining that young people do not do anything to help support 

their communities. 

       

       

       

       

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	Many youths do not support their communities as much as they could. 

On Your Own 

Body 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	Many young people are too busy with their lives to do anything in their communities. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Instead of doing any volunteer work in their communities, they work on their homework, 

participate in extracurricular activities, and lead busy social lives. This is especially true of 

middle, high school, and college students. My brother, sister, and I are all teenagers. We 

would like to do some volunteer work, but we just do not have any time. We always have 

schoolwork to do, and we also attend private academies after school is over. When we are 

finally finished with all of our work, there is either no time to do anything else, or we are just 

too tired. That keeps us from volunteering in the community. 
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&dy2 
A Topic Sentence 

Do the Young Help Communities Enough? 

Sample - • Many youths also seem to believe•that doing volunteer work is a big waste of time. 

    

B Supporting Details 

They feel like nobody appreciates their hard work even if they do some volunteer work. 

Once, my friends and I volunteered to help clean a local park. We worked hard all afternoon 

long. When we finished, however, no one there even said "thank you" to us. Moreover, the 

park was dirty again a week later. That really disillusioned a lot of my friends. Since that 

time, none of them has shown any interest in doing volunteer work again. They do not 

consider it a good use of their time. 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	Definitely, youths do not spend enough time doing any community-related activities these 

days. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

ample 
	

They simply lack the time to do so, and many believe that volunteering is not worth the time 

or effort. I hope more youths change their minds because volunteer work is really important. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Young people do not give enough time to help their communities. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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ample Essay ;0,. 

[Opening sentence] I often hear older people complaining that young people do not do anything to help 

support their communities. I agree with them one hundred percent. [Thesis statement; Unfortunately, many 

youths do not support their communities as much as they could. 

[Topic sentence 1] The first reason is that many young people are too busy with their lives to do anything in 

their communities. [Supporting details] Instead of doing any volunteer work in their communities, they work 

on their homework, participate in extracurricular activities, and lead busy social lives. This is especially 

true of middle, high school, and college students. My brother, sister, and I are all teenagers. We would 

like to do some volunteer work, but we just do not have any time. We always have schoolwork to do, and 

we also attend private academies after school is over. When we are finally finished with all of our work, 

there is either no time to do anything else, or we are just too tired. That keeps us from volunteering in the 

community. 

[Topic sentence 2] Many youths also seem to believe that doing volunteer work is a big waste of time. 

[Supporting details] They feel like nobody appreciates their hard work even if they do some volunteer work. 

Once, my friends and I volunteered to help clean a local park. We worked hard all afternoon long. When 

we finished, however, no one there even said "thank you" to us. Moreover, the park was dirty again a 

week later. That really disillusioned a lot of my friends. Since that time, none of them has shown any 

interest in doing volunteer work again. They do not consider it a good use of their time. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Definitely, youths do not spend enough time doing any community-related 

activities these days. [Summary] They simply lack the time to do so, and many believe that volunteering is 

not worth the time or effort. [Closing] I hope more youths change their minds because volunteer work is 

really important. 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes 	No 

Do the Young Help Communities Enough? 

IpuLrodactiox 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 
Body 	3. clear topic sentences 

4. specific and enough details 

5. clear flow of the ideas 

cergdwrion. 6. a restatement of the thesis 

7. a summary of the main points 

D ❑ 

❑ El 
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1?)nika,tsitorraiing 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

Topic sentence 1 \ 

better tech = more 

comfort 

• past - rough life b/c low technology 

• now - easy life b/c high technology 

• technology --• improved lives 

Topic sentence 2 

more leisure time 

than in the past 

, past - long working hours 

• now - shorter working hours 

• more leisure time 	better living 

A"WAXPe54.) 

On Your Own 
Thesis statement 

  

Topic sentence 1 \ 

  

         

         

         

        

40,11=MMI■INIM111111•11. 	 

   

           

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

L.  wing Today vs. Living in the Past 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Living today is more comfortable and easier than when your grandparents were children. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statemen Life today is much more comfortable and easier than it was in my grandparents' youth for 

some reasons. 

• Topic sentence 1 Technology has contributed to making modern-day life much more comfortable than in 

Example 

the past. 

My grandparents' generation had tough lives and limited entertainment options, but my 

generation has easier lives because of modern technology. 

     

• Topic sentence 	People today have much more leisure time than they did before. 

Example 	My grandparents worked long hours on their farms, but my parents work fewer hours and 

spend more time on leisure activities. 

• Conclusion 	People today enjoy more comfortable and easier lives than in the past, thanks to 

advances in technology and more leisure time being available. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Ikt,troctu,dthtt 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

My grandparents often recall how difficult their lives were when they were young, claiming 

that my generation has much easier lives than they did. 

On Your Own 

      

       

B Thesis Statement 

     

Life today is much more comfortable and easier than it was in my grandparents' youth for 

some reasons. 

Body 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Technology has contributed to making modern-day life much more comfortable than in the past. 

B Supporting Details 

During my grandparents' time, life was rough and limited in entertainment choices. They 

did their laundry by hand, walked from one place to another, and communicated slowly 

over long distances. They could at best listen to the radio or perhaps see a black-and-white 

film for pleasure. Today, however, living has become a lot easier thanks to technological 

developments. We launder our clothes with washing machines, use buses, subways, or cars 

to move around, and use cell phones to talk instantly to others far away. We also enjoy home 

theater systems, DVDs, and video games. Technology has definitely improved our lives. 
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Living Today vs. Living in the Past 

b'o 2 
A Topic Sentence 

People today have much more leisure time than they did before. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

1111E=EINI No longer do people have to work very long hours like my grandparents did. Since my 

grandparents were farmers, they had to work in the field all day long even without resting 

on weekends. In contrast, many people today, including my parents, simply work from nine 

to six on weekdays and take weekends off. They therefore have much more free time than 

my grandparents did, so they can spend more time on various leisure activities. They go to 

the movies, go to the gym, or take trips. All these activities positively affect their quality of 

living. 

Candf4/9401t, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

People today enjoy more comfortable and easier lives than in the past. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

This is on account of advances in technology and more leisure time available. These factors 

will make our lives even more comfortable in the future. 
■.■ 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Living today is more comfortable and easier than when your grandparents were children. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Living Today vs. Living in the Past i4\I 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 
Yes No 

Inirodactiott 1. an opening sentence ❑ 0 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 

Ray 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 
4. specific and enough details 0 CI 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 CI 

Cc/n(1(444;m 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 CI 
7. a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence] My grandparents often recall how difficult their lives were when they were young, 

claiming that my generation has much easier lives than they did. I agree with them. [Thesis statement] In 

fact, life today is much more comfortable and easier than it was in my grandparents' youth for some 

reasons. 

[Topic sentence 1] First, technology has contributed to making modern-day life much more comfortable 

than in the past. [Supporting details] During my grandparents' time, life was rough and limited in 

entertainment choices. They did their laundry by hand, walked from one place to another, and 

communicated slowly over long distances. They could at best listen to the radio or perhaps see a black-

and-white film for pleasure. Today, however, living has become a lot easier thanks to technological 

developments. We launder our clothes with washing machines, use buses, subways, or cars to move 

around, and use cell phones to talk instantly to others far away. We also enjoy home theater systems, 

DVDs, and video games. Technology has definitely improved our lives. 

[Topic sentence 2] In addition, people today have much more leisure time than they did before. [Supporting 

details] No longer do people have to work very long hours like my grandparents did. Since my 

grandparents were farmers, they had to work in the field all day long even without resting on weekends. 

In contrast, many people today, including my parents, simply work from nine to six on weekdays and take 

weekends off. They therefore have much more free time than my grandparents did, so they can spend 

more time on various leisure activities. They go to the movies, go to the gym, or take trips. All these 

activities positively affect their quality of living. 

[Restatement of the thesis] People today enjoy more comfortable and easier liyes than in the past. [Summary; 

This is on account of advances in technology and more leisure time available. [Closing] These factors will 

make our lives even more comfortable in the future. 

www.nhantriviet.com 	 337 



Topic sentence 2 

more influenced by 

friends 

Topic sentence 1 

see many movies & 

TV programs 

On Your Own 

Topic sentence 1 	 Topic sentence 2 

Thesis statement 

Weakening Influence of 
Parents over Children 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Parents no longer control what their children do; their behavior is more affected by television, 
movies, and other influences outside the home. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

8rain6tormIng 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

- see them more than parents 	 are with friends more than parents 

adopt stars as new role models 
	

have no common ground with parents 
ti try to imitate favorite stars 	 parents can't use modern technology 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

ULM_ 
• Thesis statement Children's behavior is much more affected by television, movies, and other factors than 

by their parents. 

    

      

• Topic sentence 1 Young people spend much more time watching movies and TV programs than being with 

their parents. 

Example 	Children try to imitate celebrities by dressing like them and even styling their hair the 

same way as celebrities. 

• Topic sentence 2 Friends are often much more influential on young people than their parents are. 

Example 	Teenagers care more about what other teens think since they are always around them, 

and they have more in common with other teens than with their parents. 

• Conclusion 	TV and movies have tremendous influences over youths, and their friends can have a 

greater effect as well. 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

At/titodadiCit 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	Only a few decades ago, parents commonly had strong control over their children's lives. 

On Your Own 

B Thesis Statement 

Children's behavior is much more affected by television, movies, and other factors than by 

their parents. 

On Your Own 

     

      

      

8°4 1 
A TopiC Sentence 

1111=A11111 Young people spend much more time watching movies and TV programs than being with 

their parents. 

B Supporting Details 

Thus, children and teenagers naturally look to celebrities like singers, movie stars, and 

athletes to search for their role models to imitate. For example, many middle and high 

school students like to dress in the latest fashions that have been made popular by various 

celebrities. They even cut their hair like famous people or say the same things as them. 

These stars simply outstrip parents when it comes to influencing young people. 

On Your Own 
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Weakening Influence of Parents over Children 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Friends are often much more influential on young people than their parents are. 

B Supporting Details 

°111',̀', 	This is especially true for teenagers. Because teenagers are around their friends more 

than they are with their parents, they often care more about what their friends think than 

what their parents do. They often even feel like they have nothing in common with their 

   

parents. For instance, many parents, unlike teenagers, are not proficient at using modern 

technology. They might not even know how to surf the Internet or use an MP3 player. This 

gap in knowledge makes it very hard for their children to find common ground with them. 

   

                     

                     

                     

                     

                     

                     

  

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Parents no longer affect their children's behavior as much as they did because there are 

  

   

many other factors that have more influence over the children. 

   

      

                     

                     

  

B Summary & Closing 

               

                 

  

Sample 
	

TV and movies have tremendous influences over youths, and their friends can have a 

 

   

   

greater effect as well. As young people get more absorbed in modern media and their 

 

                     

                     

                     

friends, parents will continue to lose more control over their children. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Parents no longer control what their children do; their behavior is more affected by television, movies, 
and other influences outside the home. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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• 111.141,10"Prirl,"r--4,-  

Weakening Influence of Parents over Children 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
Introduction, 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 
❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

Say 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Canciathrpt 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 

.11=1=1I 
[Opening sentence] Only a few decades ago, parents commonly had strong control over their children's 

lives. [Thesis statement] This is, however, no longer the situation today because children's behavior is much 

more affected by television, movies, and other factors than by their parents. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one thing, young people spend much more time watching movies and TV programs 

than being with their parents. [Supporting details] Thus, children and teenagers naturally look to celebrities 

like singers, movie stars, and athletes to search for their role models to imitate. For example, many middle 

and high school students like to dress in the latest fashions that have been made popular by various 

celebrities. They even cut their hair like famous people or say the same things as them. These stars 

simply outstrip parents when it comes to influencing young people. 

[Topic sentence 2] In addition, friends are often' much more influential on young people than their parents 

are. [Supporting details] This is especially true for teenagers. Because teenagers are around their friends 

more than they are with their parents, they often care more about what their friends think than what their 

parents do. They often even feel like they have nothing in common with their parents. For instance, many 

parents, unlike teenagers, are not proficient at using modern technology. They might not even know how 

to surf the Internet or use an MP3 player. This gap in knowledge makes it very hard for their children to 

find common ground with them. 

[Restatement of the thesis] In conclusion, parents no longer affect their children's behavior as much as they 

did because there are many other factors that have more influence over the children. [Summary] TV and 

movies have tremendous influences over youths, and their friends can have a greater effect as well. 

[Closing] As young people get more absorbed in modern media and their friends, parents will continue to 

lose more control over their children. 
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can lead a comfortable life 

father's high salary can purchase 

and do many things 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Sample 

Topic sentence 2 

can improve lifestyle 

with money 

Topic sentence 1 

need to support 

one's family 

only 'I or 2 people work in a family L>  

father: only one in family who works 

— complains about job but still works I 

Topic sentence 2 

Thesis statement 
On Your Own 

• 

• 

• 

\'6F6 Enjoying One's Job vs. 
Making a High Salary 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Being happy with a job is more important than having a high salary. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

344 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement The amount of money a person makes at his job is far more important than being happy 

with his job. 

• Topic sentence 1 It is common that only one or two people in most families work to support their families. 

Example 	Since only my father works in my family, he needs to sacrifice by working long hours so 

that he can make enough money for everyone. 

• Topic sentence 2 Having enough money can improve your lifestyle. 

Example 

• Conclusion  

My family eats out, shops a lot, and engages in various leisure activities, thanks to my 

father's high salary. 

High salaries are crucial because only one or two people in a family work to support the 

whole family and most people want to lead comfortable lives. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Ifrarattdion 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Some people think that enjoying their jobs is more important than making a high salary. 

B Thesis Statement 

	 The amount of money a person makes at his job is far more important than being happy 

with his job. 

Body1 
A Topic Sentence 

	 It is common that only one or two people in most families work to support their families. 

B Supporting Details 

They therefore need to make high salaries to provide for their spouses, children, or even 

parents. In my family, only my father works, and my mother stays home and takes care of 

the family. So, my father's salary needs to be high enough to support us and the lifestyle we 

want. I sometimes hear him complain about his long hours and problems at work. But he 

never quits because his job is too important to us. We sometimes have to make sacrifices 

for our families even though we are not happy with our jobs. 
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Enjoying One's Job vs. Making a High Salary 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Having enough money can improve your lifestyle. 

B Supporting Details 

r1113 e 
	

With a high salary, you can lead a comfortable life, enjoying good food and clothes and 

doing various leisure activities. For example, our family often goes out to eat, and we 

frequently go shopping for new clothes. My father plays golf, my mother goes to a spa once 

a week, and my sister and I are taking tennis and golf lessons now. All of this is possible 

thanks to my father's high salary. Without it, we would have a quite different lifestyle. 

Con,C14144:614, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Enjoying a job is not as important as making a high salary. 

B Summary & Closing 

High salaries are crucial when only one or two people work in a family because the entire 

family must depend on them. Taking a job with a high salary also ensures that one's family 

can enjoy the lifestyle they want. I hope I get a high-paying job in the future. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Being happy with a job is more important than having a high salary. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Sample ssay 

[Opening sentence] Some people think that enjoying their jobs is more important than making a high 

salary. I disagree with them. [Thesis statement] The amount of money a person makes at his job is far more 

important than being happy with his job, primarily for two reasons. 

[Topic sentence 1] It is common that only one or two people in most families work to support their families. 

[Supporting details] They therefore need to make high salaries to provide for their spouses, children, or even 

parents. In my family, only my father works, and my mother stays home and takes care of the family. So, 

my father's salary needs to be high enough to support us and the lifestyle we want. I sometimes hear him 

complain about his long hours and problems at work. But he never quits because his job is too important 

to us. We sometimes have to make sacrifices for our families even though we are not happy with our jobs. 

[Topic sentence 24 Having enough money can improve your lifestyle. [Supporting details] With a high salary, 

you can lead a comfortable life, enjoying good food and clothes and doing various leisure activities. For 

example, our family often goes out to eat, and we frequently go shopping for new clothes. My father plays 

golf, my mother goes to a spa once a week, and my sister and I are taking tennis and golf lessons now. 

All of this is possible thanks to my father's high salary. Without it, we would have a quite different lifestyle. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Clearly, enjoying a job is not as important as making a high salary. [Summary] 

High salaries are crucial when only one or two people work in a family because the entire family must 

depend on them. Taking a job with a high salary also ensures that one's family can enjoy the lifestyle they 

want. [Closing] I hope I get a high-paying job in the future. 

Enjoying One's Job vs. Making a High Salary (-,-)16 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes 	No 

1-Parocatcti,opt 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 
Body 	3. clear topic sentences 

4. specific and enough details 

5. clear flow of the ideas 
Conchksion 6. a restatement of the thesis 

7. a summary of the main points 
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Thesis statement 

I agree 

Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 2 ' 

Working for One Company for Life 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is unrealistic for people to expect to work for the same company or employer for all of their lives. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 1 

economic problems 

fire workers 

Topic sentence 2 

unhappy workers —> 

change jobs easily / 

= were once like homes to employees 
	

dislike working conditions 

now fire workers to save money 
	

demand improvements or leave 

economic hardship = no job 
	

cousin changed to a new, better job 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample , 

  

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

No longer can anyone expect to work for the same company for his entire life as many 

people did in the past. 

Economic problems at many companies can lead to large numbers of people being fired. 

Example 	Workers used to feel secure at their jobs, but now companies will fire large numbers of 

them when experiencing difficult times. 

• Topic sentence  2 Employees nowadays leave their companies more readily if they are unhappy. 

Example 
	

If skilled employees do not get better working conditions, they will quickly change jobs 

and start working for other companies. 

• Conclusion 	These days, companies fire workers easily when they suffer financial problems, and many 

workers change jobs easily if they are not satisfied with their working conditions. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence  1 

Example 

        

Topic sentence 2 

       

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Thindadialt 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	I recently heard a news report that working for the same company all of one's life is 

unrealistic these days. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	No longer can anyone expect to work for the same company for his entire life as many 

people did in the past. 

Body l  
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 

 

Economic problems at many companies can lead to large numbers of people being fired. 

    

    

    

    

B Supporting Details 

111=3111111 In the past, large companies were like homes for many workers. They felt a strong sense 

of loyalty to their company. Nowadays, this is nowhere near reality. As soon as a company 

suffers any economic problems, the first thing it does is fire some workers in order to save 

money. There is no such thing as job security anymore. Instead, anyone can lose his job 

anytime. Employees should be prepared to find another job during times of economic 

hardship because companies will not be loyal anymore. 
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- 

Working for One Company for Life 

Bo 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Employees nowadays leave their companies more readily if they are unhappy. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Many people, especially young, talented individuals, may become dissatisfied when they 

feel working conditions are not sufficient. Employees with special skills and good work _ 

habits can demand better working conditions like pay raises or private offices. If these 

demands fail to be met, the employee will readily seek a new position somewhere else. For 

instance, my older cousin is a talented computer programmer. But her first employer treated 

her poorly. Lots of other companies were ready to hire her, so she changed jobs. Many 

employees today act like her. 

CO-Itd,W9iOn 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	Working for one company one's entire life is unrealistic these days. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	Companies fire workers easily when they suffer economic problems, and many workers 

who are not satisfied with their working conditions change jobs the first chance they get. 

Working for the same company all one's life is definitely a thing of the past. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is unrealistic for people to expect to work for the same company or employer for all of their lives. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFO iBT Writing 
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: t 	,fi.Oft/0.1/PXYMMOMMtLeftWO. 	 

Working for One Company for Life 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

littrociath.on. 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 
8o4y 	3. clear topic sentences 

4. specific and enough details 
5. clear flow of the ideas 

Ganz/Ars-Um 6. a restatement of the thesis 

. a summary of the main points 

O Li 
0 	ELI 
O 0 
O 0 
0 0 
0 0 

Sample E 

[Opening sentence] I recently heard a news report that working for the same company all of one's life is 

unrealistic these days. This is true. [Thesis statement] No longer can anyone expect to work for the same 

company for his entire life as many people did in the past. 

[Topic sentence 11 For one thing, economic problems at many companies can lead to large numbers of 

people being fired. [Supporting details] In the past, large companies were like homes for many workers. 

They felt a strong sense of loyalty to their company. Nowadays, this is nowhere near reality. As soon 

as a company suffers any economic problems, the first thing it does is fire some workers in order to 

save money. There is no such thing as job security anymore. Instead, anyone can lose his job anytime. 

Employees should be prepared to find another job during times of economic hardship because 

companies will not be loyal anymore. 

[Topic sentence 21 Next, employees nowadays leave their companies more readily if they are unhappy. 

[Supporting details; Many people, especially young, talented individuals, may become dissatisfied when 

they feel working conditions are not sufficient. Employees with special skills and good work habits can 

demand better working conditions like pay raises or private offices. If these demands fail to be met, the 

employee will readily seek a new position somewhere else. For instance, my older cousin is a talented 

computer programmer. But her first employer treated her poorly. Lots of other companies were ready to 

hire her, so she changed jobs. Many employees today act like her. 

[Restatement of the thesisi Working for one company one's entire life is unrealistic these days. [Summary] 

Companies fire workers easily when they suffer economic problems, and many workers who are not 

satisfied with their working conditions change jobs the first chance they get. [Closing] Working for the 

same company all one's life is definitely a thing of the past. 
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Topic sentence 2 

greater influence by 

an individual 

Topic sentence 2 

Where to Work: 
,J c=i A Large or Small Company? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to work for a large company than for a small company. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

a(1-  IJ J 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

creates positive work environment 	 easier to get one's ideas noticed 

improves performance of company 	 woman at uncle's co. gave great idea 

brother loves job at small company 
	

hard to give ideas at big companies 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement Working at a smaller company is better than working at a large one. 

• Topic sentence 1 The atmosphere at a small company is friendlier than at a large company. 

Example 	My brother is very happy working at a small company. 

• Topic sentence 2 At a small company, a person can have a greater influence. 

Example 	My uncle encourages the employees at his small company to present their ideas. 

Conclusion 	At small companies, workers can work in more positive environments, and their ideas 

have a better chance of getting heard by management. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

fri/troit,t,ctthn, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

Some people think getting a job at a big company will help them have a good future. 

B Thesis Statement 

Working at a smaller company is better than working at a large one. 

On Your Own 

   

    

Body 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

The atmosphere at a small company is friendlier than at a large company. 

B Supporting Details 

This friendly atmosphere creates a positive environment and makes employees enjoy 

coming to work. Workers take fewer sick days and come to work on time. This leads to a 

better quality of work and improves the performance of the company in the marketplace. 

Above all, employees want to continue to work for their companies, so there is less 

movement to other companies. For example, my brother works at a small company and 

loves it there. He always talks about how great his job is. A friendly company really makes 

for happy workers. 

On Your Own 

358 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



Where to Work: A Large or Small Compan 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

At a small company, a person can have a greater influence. 

B Supporting Details 

	

Sample 
	

When a company has fewer people, it is easier for employees to get their ideas noticed. 

My uncle owns a small company with only sixty employees. He encourages his workers 

to present any ideas they have. In fact, one of the company's best products came from an 

employee's idea. My uncle promoted her to senior project manager. At large companies, 

however, workers can hardly have any contact with management. And their ideas are easily 

discouraged or get lost in all the different managerial levels. So, it is the best option for a 

person with a lot of ideas to work for a small company. 

Caltthf4.012 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

	

mple 
	

Large companies are not as satisfactory workplaces as small companies. 

B Summary & Closing 

	

Sample 
	Small companies have friendlier co-workers and thus provide more positive work 

environments. Workers' ideas also have a better chance of getting heard by management. If 

you want to get more job satisfaction, you should work for a small company. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to work for a large company than for a small company. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 
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Where to Work: A Large or Small Company? (753 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes 	No 
zfrtiroduction 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 	 El 	El 
Body 	3. clear topic sentences 	 El 	El 

4. specific and enough details 

5. clear flow of the ideas 	 1:1 
Colvi,u‘sion, 6. a restatement of the thesis 	 Cl 

7. a summary of the main points 	 [I] 

[Opening sentence] Some people think getting a job at a big company will help them have a good future. I 

disagree with them. 	.E;i::ment.:i In reality, working ate smaller company is better than working at a 

large one. 

[Topic sentence 1] The atmosphere at a small company is friendlier than at a large company. 

details] This friendly atmosphere creates a positive environment and makes employees enjoy coming to 

work. Workers take fewer sick days and come to work on time. This leads to a better quality of work and 

improves the performance of the company in the marketplace. Above all, employees want to continue to 

work for their companies, no there is less movement to other companies. For example, my brother works 

at a small company and loves it there. He always talks about how great his job is. A friendly company 

really makes for happy workers. 

[Topic sentence 2] Also, at a small company, a person can have a greater influence. [Supporting details] When 

a company has fewer people, it is easier for employees to get their ideas noticed. My uncle owns a small 

company with only sixty employees. He encourages his workers to present any ideas they have. In fact, 

one of the company's best products came from an employee's idea. My uncle promoted her to senior 

project manager. At large companies, howeve[ workers can hardly have any contact with management. 

And their ideas are easily discouraged or get lost in all the different managerial levels. So, it is the best 

option for a person with a lot of ideas to work for a small company. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Large companies are not as satisfactory workplaces as small companies. 

[Summary] Small companies have friendlier co-workers and thus provide more positive work environments. 

Workers' ideas also have a better chance of getting heard by management. [Closing] If you want to get 

more job satisfaction, you should work for a small company. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

	

Topic sentence 1 	 Topic sentence 	2 

	

make false claims 	 create false 

	

about products 	 expectations 

can confuse and harm people 	 see car ad with man driving quickly 

diet ads show before and after pies 	 may have beautiful woman with him 

two different actors 	 people think they can do the same 

Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 

x,  

Do Advertisements Make 
Products Seem Better? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Most advertisements make products seem much better than they really are. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement Advertisements nowadays often present their products in ways that glamorize them. 

• Topic sentence 1 Advertisements often make claims for a product's features that are not true. 

Example 	Ads like those for health and diet products can confuse people while others may make 

false claims which mislead people. 

• Topic sentence 2 Many advertisements present their products in as attractive a way as possible, which 

leads to false expectations. 

Example 
	

Car advertisements do not accurately portray reality and also raise false hopes in people. 

• Conclusion 
	

Most advertising companies trick customers into buying their products by making false 

claims for a product's abilities and by making customers think that they can lead 

glamorous lifestyles. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

   

     

• Topic sentence 1 

   

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Iti,trodactiov, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

Have you ever gotten frustrated when you saw an advertisement, bought the product, and 

then discovered it was different from what it had seemed? 

B Thesis Statement 

Advertisements nowadays often present their products in ways that glamorize them. 

Body 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Advertisements often make claims for a product's features that are not true. 

B Supporting Details 

This not only confuses people but also can even be dangerous when they are health and 

diet products in particular. Many of these products claim that they can help people get in 

shape or lose weight easily. The ads typically use before and after pictures. The healthy-

looking after picture is supposed to be the person after having used the product. All too 

often, however, these people are merely actors who look similar. False claims like these 

can lead consumers to try a product which may cause them health problems. There is no 

shortcut to a healthy life, but many companies falsely claim there is. 

364 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



IMP 	‘11111111■111111■ 

On Advertisements Make Products Seem Better? (- 6g, 

2 
A Topic Sentence 

Many advertisements present their products in as attractive a way as possible, which leads 

to false expectations. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

This advertising technique is frequently used by automakers. They use ads with a man 

driving a car at high speeds in the beautiful countryside or on city streets with no traffic. 

Reality is much different: There are speed limits everywhere and heavy traffic in cities. 

Sometimes, the ads show a beautiful woman in the car with the man. This makes people 

believe that, if they buy that car, they might find a stunning partner. Raising false hopes in 

people in this way is just wrong. 

COVX144/9i.012 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	It is true that most advertising companies overhype their products. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 

	

	
They trick customers into buying their products by making false claims for a product's 

abilities, and some advertisements make people think they can lead glamorous lifestyles. 

Both are dishonest and can even be dangerous. 

365 www.nhantriviet.com  



Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Most advertisements make products seem much better than they really are. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFLo iBT Writing 

 

00:30:00 
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Do Advertisements Make Products Seem Better? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

lfrarodaction 1. an opening sentence CI 0 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 

8ody 3. clear topic sentences 0 CI 
4. specific and enough details CI 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

Contusion 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
7. a summary of the main points CI 0 

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] Have you ever gotten frustrated when you saw an advertisement, bought the product, 

and then discovered it was different from what it had seemed? [Thesis statement] In fact, advertisements 

nowadays often present their products in ways that glamorize them. 

[Topic sentence 1] First, advertisements often make claims for a product's features that are not true. 

[Supporting details] This not only confuses people but also can even be dangerous when they are health 

and diet products in particular. Many of these products claim that they can help people get in shape or 

lose weight easily. The ads typically use before and after pictures. The healthy-looking after picture is 

supposed to be the person after having used the product. All too often, however, these people are merely 

actors who look similar. False claims like these can lead consumers to try a product which may cause 

them health problems. There is no shortcut to a healthy life, but many companies falsely claim there is. 

[Topic sentence 2] Next, many advertisements present their products in as attractive a way as possible, 

which leads to false expectations. [Supporting details] This advertising technique is frequently used by 

automakers. They use ads with a man driving a car at high speeds in the beautiful countryside or on city 

streets with no traffic. Reality is much different: There are speed limits everywhere and heavy traffic in 

cities. Sometimes, the ads show a beautiful woman in the car with the man. This makes people believe 

that, if they buy that car, they might find a stunning partner. Raising false hopes in people in this way is 

just wrong. 

'Restatement of the y} thesisi It is true that most advertising companies overhype their products. [Summary' 

They trick customers into buying their products by making false claims for a product's abilities, and some 

advertisements make people think they can lead glamorous lifestyles. [C!osing] Both are dishonest and 

can even be dangerous. 

r 



Brefirit(_=)rrriing 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

!disagree 

Topic sentence 1 

less dependent on 

others 

others can't harm one's own work good ideas are often ignored 

group projects - all have problems may get changed in a bad way 

if work alone, only blame self if fail if alone, can do ideas one's own way 

Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 N\ 	 Topic sentence 2 'N 

Topic sentence 2 

hard to get one's 

ideas presented 

Working with Others vs. Working Alone 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Getting a job in which you work with other people is better than getting a job in which you work alone. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

• Conclusion 

Getting a job where you can work alone is better than getting a job where you must work 

with others. 

At any company, working alone makes you less dependent on others. 

Some people submit poor work when they are in a group, but I am responsible for 

everything when I work alone. 

When working with others, it is hard to get your ideas presented. 

In groups, good ideas may be ignored or changed to bad ones, but, by myself, I can 

present my ideas the way I want to. 

When you work alone, you can be entirely responsible for your work and can have your 

ideas presented your way. 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Atindadi,012 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Some people say that working with others at a job is better than working by oneself. 

B Thesis Statement 

Getting a job where you can work alone is better than getting a job where you must work 

with others. 

Body 1 
A Topic Sentence 

At any company, working alone makes you less dependent on others. 

Supporting Details 

Suppose you work on a project with a team. If you do well but your partners submit poor 

work, then the whole team gets blamed for doing a bad job. If you work alone, however, 

your work will not be harmed by others turning in poor-quality work. For example, at school, 

I sometimes have a group project, and there is always a problem. Someone's work is not 

very good, so everyone has to fix it. But when I work alone, I can always get better grades 

because I can do the work well. This is similar to a job. If you work alone, you can be more 

responsible for your work. 

370 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



www.nhantriviet.com 	 371 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

When working with others, it is hard to get your ideas presented. 

B Supporting Details 

Group work requires meetings and decision-making. Everyone has an opinion, and 

sometimes your good ideas can get ignored. Even worse is when someone alters a good 

idea and makes it a negative. This can be very frustrating. When working alone, however, 

you can think and work without other people telling you what to do. That is, your ideas are 

the only ones and always get presented as you want. 

Candt,ffi,412 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Having a job where you work alone is more ideal than working with others. 

B Summary & Closing 

If you work alone, you can be responsible for your own work and need not depend on 

others. You can also use your own ideas and have them presented your way. Surely, 

working alone at a job can ensure more personal latitude. 



TOEFL® iBT Writing 

00:30:00 

Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Getting a job in which you work with other people is better than getting a job in which you work alone. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Sample Essay 's  

Working with Others vs. Working Alone 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

zparodi.tction. 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

8.0# 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Conctwion 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 

VW Is* ibA4, 	 mir 

[Opening sentence] Some people say that working with others at a job is better than working by oneself. I 

disagree with them. [Thesis statement] Getting a job where you can work alone is better than getting a job 

where you must work with others. 

[Topic sentence 1] At any company, working alone makes you less dependent on others. [Supporting details] 

Suppose you work on a project with a team. If you do well but your partners submit poor work, then the 

whole team gets blamed for doing a bad job. If you work alone, however, your work will not be harmed by 

others turning in poor-quality work. For example, at school, I sometimes have a group project, and there 

is always a problem. Someone's work is not very good, so everyone has to fix it. But when I work alone, 

I can always get better grades because I can do the work well. This is similar to a job. If you work alone, 

you can be more responsible for your work. 

[Topic sentence 2] Also, when working with others, it is hard to get your ideas presented. [Supporting details] 

Group work requires meetings and decision-making. Everyone has an opinion, and sometimes your good 

ideas can get ignored. Even worse is when someone alters a good idea and makes it a negative. This can 

be very frustrating. When working alone, however, you can think and work without other people telling 

you what to do. That is, your ideas are the only ones and always get presented as you want. 

[Restatement of the thesis Accordingly, having a job where you work alone is more ideal than working with 

others. [Summar: If you work alone, you can be responsible for your own work and need not depend on 

others. You can also use your own ideas and have them presented your way. [Closing] Surely, working 

alone at a job can ensure more personal latitude. 

www.nhantriviet.com 	 373 



SrAn8tnerning 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 2 

make role models of 

celebrities 

want to know all 

about them 

Tbpic sentence 1 

• watch programs featuring them 

• imitate their fashion and words 

• in fact, not admirable 

many get in all kinds of trouble 

an actor arrested for drunk driving 

friend still thought he was cool 

Topic sentence 1 

Public Interest in Celebrity Lives 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People today spend too much time paying attention to the personal lives of celebrities or famous people. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement My friends and other people today waste too much time focusing on celebrities and their 

lives. 

• Topic sentence 1 Many people seem to try to know everything about sports stars, movie stars, and 

especially pop stars. 

Example 	Although people often try to imitate celebrities, they do absolutely nothing that benefits 

society in any way and are not admirable people. 

• Topic sentence 2 It seems like many young people make role models of celebrities. 

Example 	My friend's favorite celebrity was arrested for drunk driving and assault, but my friend still 

thought he was cool. 

• Conclusion 	Many people seem to feel proud of knowing a lot about media stars, and many young 

people even consider those celebrities their role models. 

On Your Own' 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

.rkarOda-diCrkt, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

Some of my friends are constantly reading websites or watching TV programs about 

celebrities. 

B Thesis Statement 

My friends and other people today waste too much time focusing on celebrities and their 

lives. 

Ro 
A Topic Sentence 

Many people seem to try to know everything about sports stars, movie stars, and especially 

pop stars. 

B Supporting Details 

	 They are always watching movies or TV shows featuring these people, talking about them, 

and imitating their fashion styles and buzzwords. However, these celebrities are not very 

important people in the grand scheme of things. Yes, they are famous, but they are not 

famous for doing anything special for society. They do not invent or create things. They 

do not heal sick people or cure diseases. I find nothing admirable in them. I really want 

someone to explain why these people should get so much public attention. 
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Public Interest in Celebrity Lives 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

It seems like many young people make role models of celebrities. 

B Supporting Details 

These days, there are always TV and newspaper reports about celebrities. The problem is 

that the media always focus on and sensationalize those people's negative behavior to stir 

up public attention. Actually, many celebrities, including actors, athletes, and politicians, are 

drinking too much, using illegal drugs, or getting arrested for bribery, embezzlement, and 

even sexual harassment. Unfortunately, many youths tend to be generous to them and act 

as if these celebrities are role models. I remember one of my friends knew everything about 

an actor. He thought the actor was really great. Then the guy was arrested for driving drunk 

and assaulting a traffic officer. But my friend still admired him and even thought his actions 

were cool. 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	Celebrities today get too much public attention. 

      

      

On Your Own 

     

B Summary & Closing 

Many people seem to feel proud of knowing a lot about media celebrities, and many young 

people consider celebrities their role models. All this is just stupid and dangerous. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People today spend too much time paying attention to the personal lives of celebrities or famous people. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Public Interest in Celebrity Lives 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes 	No 

In,trodathert 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 
	

El 	Ell 
3. clear topic sentences 	 O 	ED 
4, specific and enough details 	 El 
5. clear flow of the ideas 
	

El 	E7 
Caticitbsiort 6, a restatement of the thesis 

	
O 	El 

T. a summary of the main points 
	

El 

[Opening sentena;[ Some of my friends are constantly reading websites or watching TV programs about 

celebrities. I have no idea why they do this. .7 	 My friends and other people today waste too 

much time focusing on celebrities and their lives. 

[Topic sentence 11 To begin with, many people seem to try to know everything about sports stars, movie 

stars, and especially pop stars. [Supporting detailsj They are always watching movies or TV shows featuring 

these people, talking about them, and imitating their fashion styles and buzzwords. However, these 

celebrities are not very important people in the grand scheme of things. Yes, they are famous, but they 

are not famous for doing anything special for society. They do not invent or create things. They do not 

heal sick people or cure diseases. I find nothing admirable in them. I really want someone to explain why 

these people should get so much public attention. 

[Topic sentence 21 Additionally, it seems like many young people make role models of celebrities. [Supporting 

detailsi These days, there are always TV and newspaper reports about celebrities. The problem is that the 

media always focus on and sensationalize those people's negative behavior to stir up public attention. 

Actually, many celebrities, including actors, athletes, and politicians, are drinking too much, using illegal 

drugs, or getting arrested for bribery, embezzlement, and even sexual harassment. Unfortunately, many 

youths tend to be generous to them and act as if these celebrities are role models. I remember one of my 

friends knew everything about an actor. He thought the actor was really great. Then the guy was arrested 

for driving drunk and assaulting a traffic officer. But my friend still admired him and even thought his 

actions were cool. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Celebrities today get too much public attention. [Summary] Many people seem to 

feel proud of knowing a lot about media celebrities, and many young people consider celebrities their role 

models. [Closing] All this is just stupid and dangerous. 
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Sr •  sinstormlng 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 1 	 Topic sentence 2 

can go wherever you 	 can avoid fights with 
want 	 others 

• group tours visit dull places group tour - get in fights w/ others 

• sister took group tour to China don't want to ruin my trip 

spent miserable time uncle's solo trip to Southeast Asia 

11111mm° 

Thesis statement 
On Your 

Topic sentence 1 

c  Individual Trips vs. Group Tours 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to take a trip by oneself than to take a group tour with guidance. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement I would choose to travel alone because I think it allows me more latitude and less conflict. 

• Topic sentence 1 By traveling alone, I can go wherever I want and see whatever I want to see. 

Example 	My sister had a bad time on a group tour in China. 

• Topic sentence 2 If I travel alone, I will also avoid arguments with others. 

Example 	My uncle had a great time on a trip he made alone to Southeast Asia. 

• Conclusion 	If I travel alone, I can visit only places I want to see and will avoid getting in arguments 

with my travel companions. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

, • Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Atirodaditypt, 
A  Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

If you have the choice of whether to take a trip by yourself or to go on a guided group tour, 

which would you choose? 

B Thesis Statement 

I would choose to travel alone because I think it allows me more latitude and less conflict. 

8o4 1  
A  Topic Sentence 

By traveling alone, I can go wherever I want and see whatever I want to see. 

B Supporting Details 

By taking a group tour, however, I must follow the group. This means I may have to visit 

some places I have no interest in. That is a waste of my vacation time. My sister took a 

group tour to China last summer. The tour guide kept taking them to stores and other 

places she was uninterested in. She had a miserable time and did not see half of the places 

she wanted to. Therefore, when I travel, I will go alone. If I see someplace interesting, I will 

stay there longer. If I go somewhere uninteresting, I will simply proceed to the next place on 

my list. I will totally control my trip. 
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Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

If I travel alone, I will also avoid arguments with others. 

B Supporting Details 

Even families get into fights when taking trips together. So strangers together on group tours 

will naturally get into arguments. However, traveling on vacation should be relaxing. I have 

no interest in letting personal problems with a stranger ruin my vacation. My uncle traveled 

alone when he recently went to Southeast Asia, and he said it was a great trip. I plan to do 

this as well. If I take an individual trip, I will not need to fight with anyone about anything. 

COn,Cafthig 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	

Traveling alone is much better than taking a group tour with guidance. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	I can visit only places I want to see and avoid getting in arguments with my travel companions. 

I want to enjoy my vacations as much as possible, so I will travel alone in the future. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

it is better to take a trip by oneself than to take a group tour with guidance. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Individual Trips vs. Group Tours 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
Inirodactiox 1. an opening sentence ri ❑  

2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 
Body 3. clear topic sentences El 0 

4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

Centdr,1/2ion. 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
7. a summary of the main points 0 0 

.04 1,161M .arc M.111.1 	 el•■• ...RN 

sample way 

[Opening sentence] If you have the choice of whether to take a trip by yourself or to go on a guided group 

tour, which would you choose? [Thesis statement] In my case, I would choose to travel alone because I 

think it allows me more latitude and less conflict. 

[Topic sentence 1] By traveling alone, I can go wherever I want and see whatever I want to see. [Supporting 

details] By taking a group tour, however, I must follow the group. This means I may have to visit some 

places I have no interest in. That is a waste of my vacation time. My sister took a group tour to China last 

summer. The tour guide kept taking them to stores and other places she was uninterested in. She had a 

miserable time and did not see half of the places she wanted to. Therefore, when I travel, I will go alone. If 

I see someplace interesting, I will stay there longer. If I go somewhere uninteresting, I will simply proceed 

to the next place on my list. I will totally control my trip. 

[Topic sentence 2] If I travel alone, I will also avoid arguments with others. [Supporting details] Even families 

get into fights when taking trips together. So strangers together on group tours will naturally get into 

arguments. However, traveling on vacation should be relaxing. I have no interest in letting personal 

problems with a stranger ruin my vacation. My uncle traveled alone when he recently went to Southeast 

Asia, and he said it was a great trip. I plan to do this as well. If I take an individual trip, I will not need to 

fight with anyone about anything. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Traveling alone is much better than taking a group tour with guidance. [Summary] 

I can visit only places I want to see and avoid getting in arguments with my travel companions. [Closing] I 

want to enjoy my vacations as much as possible, so I will travel alone in the future. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 2 

can't watch serious 

movies with family 

want to be entertained 

can enter whole new world of movie 

can forget my problems 

0011■111.111101■111.....arlwataftiwtowgzezasateemti ns,...9...,.., 

• often get questioned by parents 

• at times disagree with their opinions 

• get into long debates about movies 

Dn Your Own 

Topic sentence 1 	 Topic sentence 2 

r:1 What Movies to Watch? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to watch serious movies that are designed to make you think than to watch movies that 

are primarily designed to amuse or entertain. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement I would much rather watch an entertaining movie than sit through a couple of hours 

watching a movie that is trying to make me think. 

• Topic sentence 1 For me, movies are about escapism. 

Example 	I like entertaining movies that get me involved in the story and let me forget my problems 

for two hours. 

• Topic sentence 2 I dislike watching serious movies with my family, which is something I often have to do. 

Example 	I am uncomfortable discussing these movies with my parents, especially when we have 

 

Conclusion 

different opinions on their topics. 

I do not want to think while watching a movie, and it is annoying to watch serious movies 

with my family. 

      

      

On Your Own 

    

• Thesis statement 

    

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

rfrairOtiadth11, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

My friend recently invited me to watch a documentary. I declined her offer. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

I would much rather watch an entertaining movie than sit through a couple of hours 

watching a movie that is trying to make me think. 

On Your Own 

$o 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

For me, movies are about escapism. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

I watch them because I want to be entertained, not educated. I get enough education at 

school. I do not need any more at the theater. The genres I prefer are fantasy, action, and 

adventure. These kinds of movies let me sit back, relax, and enter an entire new world for 

two hours. I can get involved in the story and forget about all my troubles. This is especially 

true when I am stressed out. I can completely forget my problems during the show, and, 

once it ends, I feel much better. 
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What Movies to Watch? (716j:2) 

aody 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

I dislike watching serious movies with my family, which is something I often have to do. 

           

           

           

B Supporting Details 

After one of these serious movies ends, my parents frequently start bombarding me with 

questions about my feelings. Talking about some of these topics can be very uncomfortable 

for me, especially if I do not know very much about the topic or if I disagree with the 

viewpoint that was presented in the movie. This happened with the most recent serious 

movie that I watched. My parents and I had different opinions on its topic, so we got in 

a long, tiresome debate after the movie had ended. If I had simply avoided that serious 

movie, I could have saved myself lots of aggravation afterwards. 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Entertaining movies are much better than ones which make you think. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	I do not want to think while watching a movie, and watching serious movies with my family 

is annoying. Going to the movies should be about having fun, not learning. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft. complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is better to watch serious movies that are designed to make you think than to watch movies that 
are primarily designed to amuse or entertain. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFO iBT Writing 
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[Opening sentence] My friend recently invited me to watch a documentary. I declined her offer. • n , c,s'i; 

statement] I would much rather watch an entertaining movie than sit through a couple of hours watching a 

movie that is trying to make me think. 

[Topic sentence 1] The first reason I feel this way is that, for me, movies are about escapism. [Supporting 

details] I watch them because I want to be entertained, not educated. I get enough education at school. I 

do not need any more at the theater. The genres I prefer are fantasy, action, and adventure. These kinds 

of movies let me sit back, relax, and enter an entire new world for two hours. I can get involved in the 

story and forget about all my troubles. This is especially true when I am stressed out. I can completely 

forget my problems during the show, and, once it ends, I feel much better. 

[Topic sentence 2] Additionally, I dislike watching serious movies with my family, which is something 

I often have to do. [Supporting details] After one of these serious movies ends, my parents frequently 

start bombarding me with questions about my feelings. Talking about some of these topics can be 

very uncomfortable for me, especially if I do not know very much about the topic or if I disagree with 

the viewpoint that was presented in the movie. This happened with the most recent serious movie that 

I watched. My parents and I had different opinions on its topic, so we got in a long, tiresome debate 

after the movie had ended. If I had simply avoided that serious movie, I could have saved myself lots of 

aggravation afterwards. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Entertaining movies are much better than ones which make you think. 

I do not want to think while watching a movie, and watching serious movies with my family is annoying. 

[Closing] Going to the movies should be about having fun, not learning. 

Sample Essay 

What Movies to Watch? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

bucroductizrpt, 1. an opening sentence 0 0 
2. a clear thesis statement ❑ 0 

8o# 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 
4. specific and enough details 0 CI 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

cortcarthrk 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 El 
7. a summary of the main points 
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Eirain*to 'n. 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Sample 

Topic sentence 1 

sports improve 

public health 

• athletes' success inspires others 

• Korean runner won an Olympic gold 

got others to start running 

• doesn't resemble real art at all 

• looks like paint thrown on canvas 

• doesn't contribute to society 

lbw 
Thesis statement 

• 

• 

• 

Thesis statement 

I disagree 

Support the Arts or Athletics? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Governments should spend more money supporting the arts than supporting athletics such as a 

state-sponsored Olympic team. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement The government should spend more of its money supporting athletes, especially 

members of the Olympic team. 

• Topic sentence 1 Supporting athletes can help improve public health. both physically and mentally. 

Example 

	

	After a Korean won the 1992 Olympic marathon, lots of Koreans started jogging, thereby 

improving their physical health. 

• Topic sentence 2 I hesitate to call much modern art "art." 

Example 
	

Much modern art looks terrible and seems neither to require talent nor to benefit society. 

• Conclusion 
	

Athletes not only improve themselves but also encourage others to get in better shape 

while many artists make nothing that deserves government support. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

• 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

AtilrOdadi011, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

I saw a TV news feature recently where some artists were demanding money from the 

government. 

B Thesis Statement 

The government should spend more of its money supporting athletes, especially members 

of the Olympic team. 

So 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Supporting athletes can help improve public health, both physically and mentally. 

B Supporting Details 

While not everyone can be an Olympic athlete, famous, successful athletes often inspire 

people to get more involved in sports. So the government needs to fund athletes as much 

as possible. For example, in 1992, a Korean runner won the Olympic marathon. After that, 

many Koreans became interested in running, and this tremendously helped them improve 

their physical and mental health. So, if the government supported more athletes, they might 

win more medals. And many more people, not just the athletes themselves, would benefit. 

Sample 

n Yet 
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Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

I hesitate to call much modern art "art." 

B Supporting Details 

At my school, we study many of the great masters in art such as Leonardo da Vinci, 

Michelangelo, Pablo Picasso, and Vincent van Gogh. But today's artists are nothing like the 

great artists from the past. Instead, much modern art looks like a person just threw some 

paint on the canvas with no idea as to what he or she was doing. What good is this? My 

baby brother could do the same thing. These "artists" are not doing anything productive or 

that requires talent, nor are they contributing to society in any beneficial way. I do not see 

why the government should spend any money to support them. 

ClE2C-4(44.-014, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Governments should spend their money funding athletes instead of artists. 

B Summary & Closing 

Athletes not only improve themselves but also encourage others to get in better shape 

while many artists make nothing that deserves government support. After all, nobody can 

deny public health is much more important than incomprehensible art forms. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Governments should spend more money supporting the arts than supporting athletics such as a 
state-sponsored Olympic team. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 

 

00:30:00 
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Support the Arts or Athletics? 

 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Inirodac.ticit 1. an opening sentence 0 El 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 El 

8ody 3. clear topic sentences 0 
4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

Cartda&an 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
7. a summary of the main points 0 0 

[Opening sentence; I saw a TV news feature recently where some artists were demanding money from the 

government. In my mind, the government should not be supporting the arts. [Thesis statement] Instead, it 

should spend more of its money supporting athletes, especially members of the Olympic team. 

[Topic sentence 1] First of all, supporting athletes can help improve public health, both physically and 

mentally. [Supporting details] While not everyone can be an Olympic athlete, famous, successful athletes 

often inspire people to get more involved in sports. So the government needs to fund athletes as much 

as possible. For example, in 1992, a Korean runner won the Olympic marathon. After that, many Koreans 

became interested in running, and this tremendously helped them improve their physical and mental 

health. So, if the government supported more athletes, they might win more medals. And many more 

people, not just the athletes themselves, would benefit. 

[Topic sentence 2] Additionally, I hesitate to call much modern art "art." [Supporting detai;sj At my school, 

we study many of the great masters in art such as Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Pablo Picasso, 

and Vincent van Gogh. But today's artists are nothing like the great artists from the past. Instead, much 

modern art looks like a person just threw some paint on the canvas with no idea as to what he or she 

was doing. What good is this? My baby brother could do the same thing. These "artists" are not doing 

anything productive or that requires talent, nor are they contributing to society in any beneficial way. I do 

not see why the government should spend any money to support them. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Governments should spend their money funding athletes instead of artists. 

[Summary] Athletes not only improve themselves but also encourage others to get in better shape while 

many artists make nothing that deserves government support. [Closing] After all, nobody can deny public 

health is much more important than incomprehensible art forms. 
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arthih=.51.arriiirig 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I agree 

Topic sentence 2 

too much bad 

language 

• make violence "cool" 

• cop shows have violent police 

• schools have bullying and fights now 

embarrassing to watch with parents 

parents think I use bad language 

friends try to imitate swearing 

Thesis statement 
On Your Own 

Topic sentence 1 

Movies' and TV's Effects on Youths 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Movies and television have more negative effects than positive effects on young people's behavior. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement Movies and TV have considerably more negative effects than positive ones on today's 

youths. 

• Topic sentence 	A large percentage of movies and TV programs show excessive violence. 

Example 	Some movies seem to imply that violence is okay, so schools now have problems with 

bullying and fighting. 

• Topic sentence 2 Another negative influence is the bad language characters in many shows use. 

Example 

	

	My friends imitate swearing they heard from movies or 71/ shows, and my parents believe 

that I use that language, too. 

• Conclusion 	Movies and TV programs expose youths to excessive levels of violence and bad language. 

- Y 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

/G( ndadi01/. 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

Many people believe that movies and television influence young people in negative ways. 

B Thesis Statement 

111111=_,A r' Movies and TV have considerably more negative effects than positive ones on today's 

youths. 

A Topic Sentence 

A large percentage of movies and TV programs show excessive violence. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

In addition, many shows seemingly glorify violence. In other words, they make it "cool" to 

be violent. For example, many movies are about policemen. The most successful policemen 

are typically the most violent; they care nothing about shooting as many people as they 

can. Indeed, these kinds of shows are sending the wrong message to modern youths that 

it is okay to use violence so long as you attain your goal. So today, many schools have 

bullying problems and lots of fights. I think this is directly attributable to the influence of TV 

programs and movies. 
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Movies' and TV's Effects on Youths 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Another negative influence is the bad language characters in many shows use. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Even public television shows programs with swearing. It is embarrassing to watch a TV 

show with my parents and have to listen to all the swear words. My parents hear people my 

age using the same swear words, so they think I talk like that when I am with my friends. 

Bad language is a particularly big problem in movies. This is true not only of Hollywood 

movies but also of Korean movies. After watching these movies, my friends try swearing 

like the characters in the movie. I do not approve of this behavior. 

GI 	I 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

mple 
	

Today's movies and TV programs negatively influence youths. 

B Summary & Closing 

Two bad influences are their excessive levels of violence and bad language. In fact, there is 

so much violence and swearing that I have started watching TV and movies less often. I do 

not want to be negatively influenced by them. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Movies and television have more negative effects than positive effects on young people's behavior. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Movies' and TV's Effects on Youths 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

ipti-roducii.mt 1. an opening sentence 
Yes No 

2. a clear thesis statement 

Body 3. clear topic sentences 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 
5, clear flow of the ideas 	• ❑ ❑ 

Condo on 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 
7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 

Sample `„"'"- 

[Opening sentence] Many people believe that movies and television influence young people in negative 

ways. I totally agree with them. [Thesis statement] Movies and TV have considerably more negative effects 

than positive ones on today's youths. 

[Topic sentence 1] A large percentage of movies and TV programs show excessive violence. [Supporting 

details] In addition, many shows seemingly glorify violence. In other words, they make it "cool" to be 

violent. For example, many movies are about policemen. The most successful policemen are typically 

the most violent; they care nothing about shooting as many people as they can. Indeed, these kinds of 

shows are sending the wrong message to modern youths that it is okay to use violence so long as you 

attain your goal. So today, many schools have bullying problems and lots of fights. I think this is directly 

attributable to the influence of TV programs and movies. 

[Topic sentence 2] Another negative influence is the bad language characters in many shows use. [Supporting 

details] Even public television shows programs with swearing. It is embarrassing to watch a TV show with 

my parents and have to listen to all the swear words. My parents hear people my age using the same 

swear words, so they think I talk like that when I am with my friends. Bad language is a particularly big 

problem in movies. This is true not only of Hollywood movies but also of Korean movies. After watching 

these movies, my friends try swearing like the characters in the movie. I do not approve of this behavior. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Today's movies and TV programs negatively influence youths. [Summary] Two 

bad influences are their excessive levels of violence and bad language. [Closing] In fact, there is so 

much violence and swearing that I have started watching TV and movies less often. I do not want to be 

negatively influenced by them. 

www.nhantriviet.com 	 403 



On Your Own 
Thesis statement 

When Is a Book More Interesting? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

The second reading of a book is more interesting than the first reading. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

!disagree 

Topic sentence 1 	 Topic sentence 2 

like being surprised 	 can get engrossed on 

by book 	 the first reading 

no surprises on second reading 	 can enter the book's universe 

enjoy reading books for stories 	 new book has air of mystery 

can only get surprised 1st time 
	

first reading of Alice in Wonderland 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement A book is the most interesting during its first reading. 

• Topic sentence 1 I like being surprised when I read books, and this can only happen on the first reading. 

Example 	I read books for enjoyment, and I really love being surprised by their endings. 

• Topic sentence 2 I find it much easier to get engrossed in reading when I read a book for the first time. 

Example 	I simply loved reading Alice in Wonderland the first time. 

• Conclusion 	When you read a book the first time, you can be pleasantly surprised and can get more 

easily absorbed in reading. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• • Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 

• 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

AtZLI'Vdathi011, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

I have some friends who insist that a book is better the second time they read it. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

A book is the most interesting during its first reading. 

On Your !I 

So 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

I like being surprised when I read books, and this can only happen on the first reading. 

. On Your Own 

Supporting Details 

The second time I read a book, there are no surprises involved since I already know what 

happens. Although some people like reading books for their literary value. I prefer to read 

because I enjoy good stories. The genre of books I read does not matter. The books—

especially their endings—will all surprise me when I read them the first time. While I may 

learn more about some characters during the second reading, the book will lose the 

element of surprise. It is what attracts me the most to books. 

On Your Own 
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r6ci When Is a Book More inter,s.:L 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

	

Sample 
	

I find it much easier to get engrossed in reading when I read a book for the first time. 

B Supporting Details 

	

mple 
	

For me, the story is all that matters. As soon as I start reading a book, I like to, figuratively 

speaking, enter that book's universe. The first time you read a book, everything is new and 

exciting. There is an element of mystery because it is new. You cannot recapture that feeling 

when you read the book again. The first time I read Alice in Wonderland, I was amazed by the 

story. It was simply captivating. I have read it many times since then, but those subsequent 

readings have never come close to recapturing my feelings of joy the first time I read it. 

Go ,Cu 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	

I strongly believe the first reading of a book is much more interesting than the second one. 

B Summary & Closing 

111111=111111 

On Your Own 

You can be pleasantly surprised the first time, and you can get more easily absorbed in 

reading. Although I read some books more than once, the first time is always the best time. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

The second reading of a book is more interesting than the first reading. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFLo iBT Writing 
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When Is a Book More Interesting? SI 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
rn,frodr,f,diott 1. an opening sentence 0 0 

2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 
Rody 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 

4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 1=1 0 

Conclusion 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
7. a summary of the main points 

Sample say 

[Opening sentence] I have some friends who insist that a book is better the second time they read it. I could 

not disagree more. [Thesis statement] In my opinion, a book is the most interesting during its first reading. 

[Topic sentence 1] I like being surprised when I read books, and this can only happen on the first reading. 

[Supporting details] The second time I read a book, there are no surprises involved since I already know 

what happens. Although some people like reading books for their literary value, I prefer to read because I 

enjoy good stories. The genre of books I read does not matter. The books—especially their endings—will 

all surprise me when I read them the first time. While I may learn more about some characters during the 

second reading, the book will lose the element of surprise. It is what attracts me the most to books. 

[Topic sentence 2] Also, I find it much easier to get engrossed in reading when I read a book for the first 

time. [Supporting details] For me, the story is all that matters. As soon as I start reading a book, I like to, 

figuratively speaking, enter that book's universe. The first time you read a book, everything is new and 

exciting. There is an element of mystery because it is new. You cannot recapture that feeling when you 

read the book again. The first time I read Alice in Wonderland. I was amazed by the story. It was simply 

captivating. I have read it many times since then, but those subsequent readings have never come close 

to recapturing my feelings of joy the first time I read it. 

[Restatement of the thesis] I strongly believe the first reading of a book is much more interesting than 

the second one. [Summary] You can be pleasantly surprised the first time, and you can get more easily 

absorbed in reading. [Closing] Although I read some books more than once, the first time is always the 

best time. 
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Topic sentence 1 

many educational 

channels on TV 

Topic sentence 2 

explain topics better 

than books 

On Your Own 

Topic sentence 2 \ 

Learning by TV or by Books? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People learn more by watching television than by reading books. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Er1;111-.1 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

have ed. programs on 24 hours/day 

cover a variety of topics 

can learn much about duff. things 

• authors often explain things poorly 

• TV makes ideas easy to understand 

• uses audio-visual devices to clarify 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement I feel that people learn much more by watching television than they do from reading 

books. 

• Topic sentence 1 Nowadays, there are so many educational channels on TV that it is possible to learn a lot 

from them. 

Example 	These TV channels show a variety of professionally produced programs on many different 

subjects for twenty-four hours a day. 

• Topic sentence 2 TV programs explain their topics better than many books. 

Example 	Books are often difficult to understand, but TV programs provide visually stimulating 

information that is easy to understand. 

• Conclusion 	People can view a number of educational programs on TV, and those programs explain 

their subjects more clearly than books do. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

It has been said books can teach people much better than television programs can. 

On Your Own 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

I feel that people learn much more by watching television than they do from reading books. 

golly 1 
A Topic Sentence 

11111=._ Nowadays, there are so many educational channels on TV that it is possible to learn a lot 

 

from them. 

   

      

      

B Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
There are channels like the History Channel, the National Geographic Channel, and 

many others. For twenty-four hours a day, they are filled with professionally produced 

TV programs on a variety of subjects. I have learned so much about different topics by 

watching them. The range of topics they cover is amazing. I have seen shows on animals, 

historical figures, military weapons, motorcycles, and travel spots, among others. I feel like I 

know so much more from watching these programs. 

On Your Own 
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Learning by IV or by Books?. 

god,y 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Something else TV programs do is explain their topics better than many books. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

A lot of authors seem to think that the more difficult their writing is, the better it is. 

Unfortunately, they do not explain things clearly and try to use the hardest words or 

confusing prose. TV programs, on the other hand, make ideas and concepts easy to 

understand. This is particularly true since they use audio-visual devices. By actually 

showing things with vivid sound to the viewers instead of describing them to the readers, TV 

programs can explain their topics in a clearer manner. This makes them more educational 

than books. 

C012th144:012 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	TV programs are actually more educational than books are. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

Samp 
	People can view a number of educational channels on TV that have fascinating programs, 

and they explain their subjects more clearly than books do. If I had to choose between 

watching a TV show and reading a book on the same subject, I would always choose the 

TV show. 

On Your Own•  
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People learn more by watching television than by reading books. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 
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Learning by TV or by Books? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes 	No 
kr,trodaction -I. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 
	

El 	El 
Body 	3. clear topic sentences 

	
LI 	El 

4. specific and enough details 	 El 
5. clear flow of the ideas 

	
[1] 	El 

Conci, 	6. a restatement of the thesis 
	

LI 	El 
7. a summary of the main points 	 El 

Sample Essay -4 

[Opening sentence] It has been said books can teach people much better than television programs can. But 

I disagree with this statement. [Thesis statement] As a matter of fact, I feel that people learn much more by 

watching television than they do from reading books. 

[Topic sentence 1] Nowadays, there are so many educational channels on TV that it is possible to learn a 

lot from them. [Supporting details] There are channels like the History Channel, the National Geographic 

Channel, and many others. For twenty-four hours a day, they are filled with professionally produced TV 

programs on a variety of subjects. I have learned so much about different topics by watching them. The 

range of topics they cover is amazing. I have seen shows on animals, historical figures, military weapons, 

motorcycles, and travel spots, among others. I feel like I know so much more from watching these 

programs. 

[Topic sentence 2] Something else TV programs do is explain their topics better than many books. 

details] A lot of authors seem to think that the more difficult their writing is, the better it is. Unfortunately, 

they do not explain things clearly and try to use the hardest words or confusing prose. TV programs, on 

the other hand, make ideas and concepts easy to understand. This is particularly true since they use 

audio-visual devices. By actually showing things with vivid sound to the viewers instead of describing 

them to the readers, TV programs can explain their topics in a clearer manner. This makes them more 

educational than books. 

[Restatement of the thesis) TV programs are actually more educational than books are. 	People 

can view a number of educational channels on TV that have fascinating programs, and they explain their 

subjects more clearly than books do. [ClosIng] If I had to choose between watching a TV show and reading 

a book on the same subject, I would always choose the TV show. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 1 	 Topic sentence 2 

must spend time at 	 still must do chores 

job 	 and housework 

many must work overtime 

grandfather worked long hours 
	 must do them after finish working 

father works same number of hours 
	 mom does as much work as grandma 

are Leisure Time in Twenty Years? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Twenty years from now, people will have more time for leisure activities. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement I foresee people having the same or less amount of leisure time in twenty years than they 

do today. 

• Topic sentence 1  No matter what, people will always spend time working. 

Example 	My father works the same amount of hours as my grandfather did, so I am sure I will do 

the same in the future. 

• Topic sentence 	People will still have housework and chores to do in the future. 

Example 	Even with modern appliances, my mother spends the same amount of time doing 

housework as my grandmother did, so I know the future will be the same. 

• Conclusion 	Twenty years from now, people will not have much leisure time because they will still work 

long hours and will still have to do chores and housework. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

IPti-rodadiorn, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

I have heard that people cannot wait for the future because they will have robots do all their 

work, thereby giving them more free time. 

B Thesis Statement 

I foresee people having the same or less amount of leisure time in twenty years than they 

do today. 

gods 1 
A Topic Sentence 

No matter what, people will always spend time working. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

Besides, people's jobs also involve overtime. That will not leave them much time for leisure 

activities. For example, my grandfather once worked at a company. He worked long ten- or 

twelve-hour days. Though there were legal working hours, he had to work overtime not to 

get fired. My father works about the same amount of hours now as my grandfather did. I am 

sure that, in the future, I will work a similar number of hours, and my children will probably 

do the same. The nature of the work may change, but people will still work the same 

amount of hours. 
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BOdy 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

People will still have housework and chores to do in the future. 

B Supporting Details 

So, even after finishing work, people will still not have the opportunity to relax. Some people 

claim new appliances will reduce the amount of time people spend on housework. That is 

not true. Today, despite her many modern appliances, my mother spends the same amount 

of time on housework as my grandmother did when she was young. Twenty years from 

now, there will surely be more and better appliances. But I sincerely doubt they will reduce 

the amount of time people will spend on doing housework. This means, of course, that 

people will have less time for leisure activities. 

On Your Own 

COltd(4/Cian 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	Twenty years from now, people will have the same amount or maybe less leisure time than 

today. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	They will still work long hours, and they will still have to do chores and housework. After all, 

the future with more free time is just a dream. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Twenty years from now, people will have more time for leisure activities. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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More Leisure Time in Twenty Years? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

fraroclaction, 1. an opening sentence 1=1 ❑  
2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

sod? 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Gond/45.w 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence] I have heard that people cannot wait for the future because they will have robots do all 

their work, thereby giving them more free time. I doubt this will happen. ; Thesis statement] In fact, I foresee 

people having the same or less amount of leisure time in twenty years than they do today. 

[Topic sentence 	No matter what, people will always spend time working. [Supporting details] Besides, 

people's jobs also involve overtime. That will not leave them much time for leisure activities. For example, 

my grandfather once worked at a company. He worked long ten- or twelve-hour days. Though there were 

legal working hours, he had to work overtime not to get fired. My father works about the same amount of 

hours now as my grandfather did. I am sure that, in the future, I will work a similar number of hours, and 

my children will probably do the same. The nature of the work may change, but people will still work the 

same amount of hours. 

[Topic sentence 21 Additionally, people will still have housework and chores to do in the future. [Supporting 

details' So, even after finishing work, people will still not have the opportunity to relax. Some people 

claim new appliances will reduce the amount of time people spend on housework. That is not true. 

Today, despite her many modern appliances, my mother spends the same amount of time on housework 

as my grandmother did when she was young. Twenty years from now, there will surely be more and 

better appliances. But I sincerely doubt they will reduce the amount of time people will spend on doing 

housework. This means, of course, that people will have less time for leisure activities. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Twenty years from now, people will have the same amount or maybe less 

leisure time than today. [Summary] They will still work long hours, and they will still have to do chores and 

housework. 	' After all, the future with more free time is just a dream. 
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Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I disagree 

Topic sentence 1 

people used to 

fossil fuels 

are unwilling to make changes 

fossil fuels —) convenient to use & not 

expensive enough to change 

Topic sentence 2 

renewable energy 

tech. not good now 

L 
low % of energy is renewable now 

. need technological breakthroughs 

solar power - inefficient now 

On Your Own 

Topic sentence 2 

• 

• 

• 

Renewable Energy Sources 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Renewable sources of energy (sun, water, wind) will soon replace fossil fuels (coal, gas, oil). 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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• Conclusion 

• Thesis statement 

Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement I do not believe sun, wind, and water energy will soon replace fossil fuels like coal, oil, 

and gas. 

• Topic sentence 1 People are used to using fossil fuels, so it will be hard to get them to change. 

Example 	The fossil fuels we use are not yet too expensive while alternative energy sources are 

even more expensive and undependable. 

• Topic sentence 2 The technology behind renewable energy sources is not developed enough. 

Example 	Solar panels are not strong enough yet to do much more than heat the water in people's 

houses. 

People are too comfortable using fossil fuels, and the technology that creates renewable 

energy is currently not good enough. 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

/Mtn) df/f,Cii012 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

=_Al Renewable energy sources are on everyone's minds these days. Many people want to make 

the switch from fossil fuels to renewable energy. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 
	

I do not believe sun, wind, and water energy will soon replace fossil fuels like coal, oil, and gas. 

Body 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

People are used to using fossil fuels, so it will be hard to get them to change. 

B Supporting Details 

When people are comfortable, they are often unwilling to make radical changes. For 

example, our cars use oil, our homes use gas, and much of the electricity we use comes 

from coal. These fossil fuels are still affordable, and convenient even though energy prices 

are increasing nowadays. Thus, most people see no reason to change to more expensive 

and less dependable energy sources like solar, water, or wind power. Until they are forced 

to, the majority of people will not willingly switch to renewable energy sources. 

On Your Own 
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Renewable Energy Sources 

Bad r 2 
A Topic Sentence 

k_ZIM The technology behind renewable energy sources is not developed enough. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

The percentage of energy created from solar, wind, and water power is low. Until there 

are technological breakthroughs, this situation will continue. For example, some houses 

use solar panels. But the solar energy often only heats the water in their houses. It cannot 

create enough electricity to operate appliances or run the lights. The solar panels are not 

strong enough, even in places with lots of sunshine. Until better solar panels are created, 

no one will have a house run completely by solar electricity. It simply will not happen. 

0711thffielt, 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample' 

 

Fossil fuels will not be replaced by renewable energy sources in the near future. 

       

       

       

       

B Summary & Closing 

Sump e 
	

People are too comfortable using fossil fuels, and the technology that creates renewable 

energy is not currently good enough. I would like to switch to renewable energy sources, 

but I am afraid it will not happen anytime soon. 

On Your Own 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Renewable sources of energy (sun, water, wind) will soon replace fossil fuels (coal, gas, oil). 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 
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Renewable Energy Sources 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

hterociazithn 1, an opening sentence 0 0 
2. a clear thesis statement 0 El 

Body 3. clear topic sentences 0 El 
4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 El 

Candwion. 6. a restatement of the thesis El 0 
7. a summary of the main points El El 

Sample E 

[Opening sentencel Renewable energy sources are on everyone's minds these days. Many people want to 

make the switch from fossil fuels to renewable energy. [Thesis statementi However, I do not believe sun, 

wind, and water energy will soon replace fossil fuels like coal, oil, and gas. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one, people are used to using fossil fuels, so it will be hard to get them to change 

their energy sources. [S,,,Ippor 	deto,ds' When people are comfortable, they are often unwilling to make 

radical changes. For example, our cars use oil, our homes use gas, and much of the electricity we 

use comes from coal. These fossil fuels are still affordable, and convenient even though energy prices 

are increasing nowadays. Thus, most people see no reason to change to more expensive and less 

dependable energy sources like solar, water, or wind power. Until they are forced to, the majority of 

people will not willingly switch to renewable energy sources. 

[Topic sentence 2] In addition, the technology behind renewable energy sources is not developed enough. 

[Supporting details] The percentage of energy created from solar, wind, and water power is low. Until 

there are technological breakthroughs, this situation will continue. For example, some houses use solar 

panels. But the solar energy often only heats the water in their houses. It cannot create enough electricity 

to operate appliances or run the lights. The solar panels are not strong enough, even in places with 

lots of sunshine. Until better solar panels are created, no one will have a house run completely by solar 

electricity. It simply will not happen. 

[Restatement of the thesisj Fossil fuels will not be replaced by renewable energy sources in the near future. 

[Summary] People are too comfortable using fossil fuels, and the technology that creates renewable energy 

is not currently good enough. ..'z-y-:1,1( j ] I would like to switch to renewable energy sources, but I am afraid 

it will not happen anytime soon. 
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fr-iriElii-E-:5:tDr.rni:ritj • 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 2 -.\\ 

humans need more 

land than animals 

Topic sentence 1 

humans - most 

important animals,. 

• human rights before animal rights 

• humans at top of the food chain 

• loggers lost jobs to owls in USA 

• need lots of farmland for crops 

• human population is still growing 

• animals can live together in harmony 

Topic sentence 1 

How to Use Land? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to use land for human needs such as farming, housing, and industry than to save 
it for endangered animals. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Sample 

• Thesis statement It is more crucial to set aside land for human needs, including farming, housing, and 

industry, than to preserve it for animals. 

• Topic sentence 1 Humans are more important than any other animal on Earth. 

Example 	Since humans are at the top of the food chain, people should not lose their jobs and 

livelihoods because of animals like many loggers did in America. 

• Topic sentence 2 Humans require more land than animals. 

Example 	Earth's growing population requires more land for people, but animals can often live 

Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

together in harmony without suffering. 

Conclusion 	Humans are not only the most important creatures on the planet, but they also need to 

use more land than animals do. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

AULY0dadiCit 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

I often see environmentalists on TV demanding that people set aside more and more land 

for endangered animals. 

B Thesis Statement 

It is more crucial to set aside land for human needs, including farming, housing, and 

industry, than to preserve it for animals. 

On Your Own 

80 
A Topic Sentence 

Humans are more important than any other animal on Earth. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
Simply put, human rights should come before animal rights. Humans are at the top of 

the food chain. Thus, we should be able to decide how to use the land. While I am not 

suggesting we do nothing for animals, I believe humans are obviously more important 

than animals. For example, in school, my class studied an event from a few years ago 

in America. In the American West, many loggers could not chop down trees in one area 

because some environmentalists wanted to protect some owls. These loggers lost their 

jobs and livelihoods. That is wrong. Humans should take precedence over owls and other 

animals. 
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How to Use Land? 

ody 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Humans require more land than animals do. 

B Supporting Details 

It takes lots of farmland to grow enough food to support people, and Earth's population is 

still growing. Since telling people to stop having babies is a violation of their rights, we will 

have to set aside more land for people. While this might start to crowd many animals out, 

it is possible for many animal species to live together in harmony with one another. That 

means that, even though people will be taking more land, most animals will not suffer any 

damage from this. 

C 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Humans should definitely take land for themselves instead of saving it for endangered 

animals. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

Humans are not only the most important creatures on the planet, but they also need to use 

more land than animals do. I definitely subscribe to a humans-first ideology. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

It is more important to use land for human needs such as farming, housing, and industry than to save 
it for endangered animals. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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How to Use Land? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Iiteroduction 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences 

4. specific and enough details CI ❑  

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

CoPcciathot. 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points 

 

.14441z ■11Z39 *LW qt. 
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[Opening sentence] I often see environmentalists on TV demanding that people set aside more and more 

land for endangered animals. These people really bother me. [Thesis statement] It is more crucial to set 

aside land for human needs, including farming, housing, and industry, than to preserve it for animals. 

[Topic sentence 1] The first thing we should remember is that humans are more important than any other 

animal on Earth. [Supporting details] Simply put, human rights should come before animal rights. Humans 

are at the top of the food chain. Thus, we should be able to decide how to use the land. While I am not 

suggesting we do nothing for animals, I believe humans are obviously more important than animals. For 

example, in school, my class studied an event from a few years ago in America. In the American West, 

many loggers could not chop down trees in one area because some environmentalists wanted to protect 

some owls. These loggers lost their jobs and livelihoods. That is wrong. Humans should take precedence 

over owls and other animals. 

[Topic sentence 2] Besides, humans require more land than animals do. [Supporting details] It takes lots of 

farmland to grow enough food to support people, and Earth's population is still growing. Since telling 

people to stop having babies is a violation of their rights, we will have to set aside more land for people. 

While this might start to crowd many animals out, it is possible for many animal species to live together in 

harmony with one another. That means that, even though people will be taking more land, most animals 

will not suffer any damage from this. 

[Restatement of the thesis] Humans should definitely take land for themselves instead of saving it for 

endangered animals. [Summary] Humans are not only the most important creatures on the planet, but they 

also need to use more land than animals do. [Closing] I definitely subscribe to a humans-first ideology. 
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Thesis statement 

I agree 

Topic sentence 1 

higher costs = less 

energy used 

Topic sentence 2 

will find cheaper and 

better energy 

On Your Own 

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 

Thesis statement 

/\ Best Way for Government 
to Conserve Energy 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

The most effective way for the government to conserve energy is to increase the price of gasoline 
and electricity. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Endinatorming 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

• less willing to pay high prices 

• family drives car less often now 

• other families will start driving less 

necessity 	> mother of invention 

people dislike paying high prices 

will search for new energy sources 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Thesis statement I believe the best way for the government to conserve energy is to raise the price of 

gasoline and electricity. 

• Topic sentence 1 Because of higher costs, people will expend less energy. 

Example 	My family drives less often now and even walks a lot instead of using the car. 

• Topic sentence 2 Higher energy prices would prompt people to search for more efficient and cheaper ways 

to create energy. 

Example 	Most people dislike paying high prices, so they will develop a cheaper source of energy. 

• Conclusion 	If the government raises the price of gasoline and electricity, people will use less energy 

and will try to search for more efficient and more economical ways to use energy. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Ion 

A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

 	These days, a lot of people worry that too much energy is being consumed. 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 

	

	
I believe the best way for the government to conserve energy is to raise the price of 

gasoline and electricity. 

So 
A Topic Sentence 

Because of higher costs, people will expend less energy. 

B Supporting Details 

Since many people will either be unwilling or unable to spend the extra money needed on 

the same amount of energy, they will begin to conserve more energy. For example, the price 

of gas has risen tremendously in the past few years. So my family has begun driving less 

often. Previously, we would drive to the supermarket to pick up one or two items. Now, we 

either walk or wait until we have a list of things to buy. If the government were to raise the 

price of energy even more, more people would begin acting like my family. This would result 

in a huge amount of energy conservation. 

436 	 www.nhantriviet.com  



o dia4 	ANIMMEMMMI 

Best Way for Government to Conserve Energy (- 

So 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Higher energy prices would prompt people to search for more efficient and cheaper ways to 

create energy. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 
	

There is a saying that necessity is the mother of invention. Because most people dislike 

paying such high prices, they, out of need, will develop newer, cheaper, and more efficient 

ways to use energy. I know I would love it if someone invented a cheaper source of energy. _ 

When there is a financial incentive, perhaps more people will try to do that. Surely one will 

succeed. 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

I am in favor of government intervention in the pricing of gasoline and electricity to limit 

energy use. 

       

       

o On Your Own 

     

      

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	This would make people use less energy, and it would inspire them to search for cheaper 

and more efficient ways to use energy. This may cost more in the short run, but the long- 

term payoff should be cheaper. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

The most effective way for the government to conserve energy is to increase the prices of gasoline 
and electricity. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] These days, a lot of people worry that too much energy is being consumed. I believe 

that this calls for government action. [Thesis statement] I believe the best way for the government to 

conserve energy is to raise the price of gasoline and electricity. 

[Topic sentence 1] First, because of higher costs, people will expend less energy. . 	 Since 

many people will either be unwilling or unable to spend the extra money needed on the same amount of 

energy, they will begin to conserve more energy. For example, the price of gas has risen tremendously 

in the past few years. So my family has begun driving less often. Previously, we would drive to the 

supermarket to pick up one or two items. Now, we either walk or wait until we have a list of things to buy. 

If the government were to raise the price of energy even more, more people would begin acting like my 

family. This would result in a huge amount of energy conservation. 

[Topic sentence 2] Second, higher energy prices would prompt people to search for more efficient and 

cheaper ways to create energy. [Supporting details] There is a saying that necessity is the mother of 

invention. Because most people dislike paying such high prices, they, out of need, will develop newer, 

cheaper, and more efficient ways to use energy. I know I would love it if someone invented a cheaper 

source of energy. When there is a financial incentive, perhaps more people will try to do that. Surely one 

will succeed. 

[Restatement of the thesis] I am in favor of government intervention in the pricing of gasoline and electricity 

to limit energy use. [Summary] This would make people use less energy, and it would inspire them to 

search for cheaper and more efficient ways to use energy. [C 	This may cost more in the short run, 

but the long-term payoff should be cheaper. 

Best Way for Government o Conserve Energy 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 
Itucroduction 1. an opening sentence 0 0 

2. a clear thesis statement 0 0 
Body 3. clear topic sentences 0 0 

4. specific and enough details 0 0 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 0 

Conciu.sicift 6. a restatement of the thesis 0 0 
7 a summary of the main points 0 0 
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tErainviterriing 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

has valuable 

information 

Topic sentence 1 	 Topic sentence 2 

is like substitute 	 can never have too 

library 	 much info. 

• tool for those w/out library access 

• everyone has equal access 

• many free online encyclopedias 

• people have right to information 

• some want to censor information 

acting like Church in Galileo's time 

,00  

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 

.On Your Own 

• 

• 

• 

Information on the Internet: 
Good or Bad? 

Some people say that the Internet provides us with a lot of valuable information. Others believe that too 

much information on the Net causes many problems. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific 

reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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• Thesis statement The Internet provides us with a lot of important information. 

• Topic sentence 'I There is so much valuable information on the Internet that it often acts like a substitute 

library. 

Example 	People all over the world have access to the same information on the Internet, so they do 

not need to buy expensive reference books. 

• Topic sentence 2 There is no such thing as too much information as some people say. 

Example 	Unlike during the time of Galileo, when the flow of information was restricted, people 

today have unlimited access to information through the Internet. 

• Conclusion 

	

	The Internet acts like a library for many people, and it ensures people's rights to know by 

providing a huge amount of information. 

• Thesis statement 

Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Ikti-rodadion 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

I have heard people say there is too much information available on the Internet, which 

therefore causes problems. 

B Thesis Statement 

The Internet provides us with a lot of important information. 

go 1 
A Topic Sentence 

There is so much valuable information on the Internet that it often acts like a substitute 

library. 

B Supporting Details 

This makes it a great tool for those who lack access to public libraries and other information 

sources. Today, a person living in rural Africa has access to the same information as a 

person living it New York City, with all its libraries and museums, has. This gives people the 

opportunity to become more educated. Previously, people often relied on encyclopedias for 

information. However, since encyclopedias were expensive, most people could not afford 

them and thus suffered from a lack of knowledge. Today, countless online encyclopedias 

are available for free. This is an amazing advance. 
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Information on the Internet: Gond or Bad? 

Bodf2 
A Topic Sentence 

There is no such thing as too much information as some people say. 

B  Supporting Details 

People have the right to access as much information as they can read, and the Internet 

enables this. Many people who dislike the Internet are afraid others will see information and 

opinions they disagree with. That is why they think the Internet should be controlled. They 

are wrong. They are acting like the Church during Galileo's time. Back then, the Church 

tried to control the flow of information even though it knew it was wrong and Galileo was 

right about the nature of the universe. However, people can be trusted with information. It 

should not be kept from them. And the Internet gives everyone equal access to information. 

Cate l2 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

The Internet is an incredibly valuable source of information. 

B Summary & Closing 

The Internet acts like a library for many people, and it ensures people's rights to know by 

providing a huge amount of information. Thanks to the Internet, anyone with a computer can 

get access to much useful information today. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Some people say that the Internet provides us with a lot of valuable information. Others believe that too 
much information on the Net causes many problems. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific 
reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Information on the Internet: Good or Bad? 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

Kthialtai,012 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Coriciusiort 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points El ❑  

[Opening sentence] I have heard people say there is too much information available on the Internet, which 

therefore causes problems. These people are wrong for wanting to censor the free flow of information .  

[Thesis statement] In fact, the Internet provides us with a lot of important information. 

[Topic sentence 1] There is so much valuable information on the Internet that it often acts like a substitute 

library. [Supporting details] This makes it a great tool for those who lack access to public libraries and 

other information sources. Today, a person living in rural Africa has access to the same information as a 

person living in New York City, with all its libraries and museums, has. This gives people the opportunity 

to become more educated. Previously, people often relied on encyclopedias for information. However, 

since encyclopedias were expensive, most people could not afford them and thus suffered from a lack of 

knowledge. Today, countless online encyclopedias are available for free. This is an amazing advance. 

[Topic sentence 2] Next, there is no such thing as too much information as some people say. [Supporting 

details] People have the right to access as much information as they can read, and the Internet enables 

this. Many people who dislike the Internet are afraid others will see information and opinions they 

disagree with. That is why they think the Internet should be controlled. They are wrong. They are acting 

like the Church during Galileo's time. Back then, the Church tried to control the flow of information even 

though it knew it was wrong and Galileo was right about the nature of the universe. However, people 

can be trusted with information, It should not be kept from them. And the Internet gives everyone equal 

access to information. 

[Restatement of the thesis] The Internet is an incredibly valuable source of information. [Summary] It acts like 

a library for many people, and it ensures people's rights to know by providing a huge amount of 

information. [Closing] Thanks to the Internet, anyone with a computer can get access to much useful 

information today. 
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Topic sentence 1 

more public 

transportation 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement Your Ovn 

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 

Less Use of Cars in Twenty Years? 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Twenty years from now, people will not use their cars as frequently as they do now. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

• access to cheap & fast trans. 

• family takes subway, bus, & KTX 

• sold car I2/c didn't need it 

do Internet shopping nowadays 

less need to drive to stores 

more Internet shoppers in future 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement I am convinced that, in twenty years, people will use their cars less often than they do 

today. 

• Topic sentence 1 More public transportation is being built. 

Example 	Because there are more subway lines, my family sold our car and now uses public 

transportation to go everywhere. 

• Topic sentence 2 Many people use their cars for shopping, but home deliveries are reducing the need to 

use cars. 

Example 	My family shops on the Internet and has everything delivered, something many people _______ 

will do in the future. 

• Conclusion 	In twenty years, people will rely more upon public transportation to move around, and 

they will get their purchases delivered to their homes instead of driving to shopping malls. 

On Your Own 

* Thesis statement 

    

      

* Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 	 ______________ 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Aaradadi,011, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Sample 
	

People use their cars all the time these days. 

On Your Own 

B Thesis Statement 

Sample 

	

	
I am convinced that, in twenty years, people will use their cars less often than they do 

today. 

On Your Own 

Body 1  
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

More public transportation is being built. 

B Supporting Details 

Sample 

	

	
This is increasing people's access to cheap, fast, and efficient modes of transportation. 

Thanks to developed public transportation, many people will not have a need to own cars 

anymore. For example, my family used to own a car. But then a subway line was built near 

our house. So my mom and dad take the subway to work now. I also take the subway or 

bus to school. Even when we visit our grandparents, who live in the country, we take the 

KTX, Korea's high-speed rail system, because it is much faster than cars. We had no more 

need for a car, so we sold it. In the future, with more public transportation systems being 

improved, more people will act like my family. 
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Less Use of Cars in Twenty Years? \--1")) 

Body 2 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	Many people use their cars for shopping, but home deliveries are reducing the need to use 

cars. 

B Supporting Details 

My family does lots of shopping on the Internet. We even buy our groceries that way. We 

pay by credit card, and everything gets delivered to our door. Therefore, we do not have 

to drive anywhere and shop at a physical store. The number of people shopping online will 

surely increase in the future. Without a need to drive to stores, it is highly likely that people 

will either get rid of their cars or drive them less often. 

COnd/WC/i1M, 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

In twenty years, there will be fewer cars on the road because people will drive them less. 

B Summary & Closing 

Instead, they will rely more upon public transportation to move around, and they will get 

their purchases delivered to their homes. The roads will surely be much emptier two 

decades in the future. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Twenty years from now, people will not use their cars as frequently as they do now. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 

Yes No 

14Ltroditclion. 1. an opening sentence ❑ ❑ 

2. a clear thesis statement ❑ ❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details ❑ ❑ 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Conchksion 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑  

Sample Essay 

[Opening sentence] People use their cars all the time these days. But I do not think this situation will 

continue. [Thesis statement] In fact, I am convinced that, in twenty years, people will use their cars less 

often than they do today. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one thing, more public transportation is being built. [Supporting details] This is 

increasing people's access to cheap, fast, and efficient modes of transportation. Thanks to developed 

public transportation, many people will not have a need to own cars anymore. For example, my family 

used to own a car. But then a subway line was built near our house. So my mom and dad take the 

subway to work now. I also take the subway or bus to school. Even when we visit our grandparents, who 

live in the country, we take the KTX, Korea's high-speed rail system, because it is much faster than cars. 

We had no more need for a car, so we sold it. In the future, with more public transportation systems being 

improved, more people will act like my family. 

[Topic sentence 2] Many people use their cars for shopping, but home deliveries are reducing the need to 

use cars. [Supporting details] My family does lots of shopping on the Internet. We even buy our groceries 

that way. We pay by credit card, and everything gets delivered to our door. Therefore, we do not have to 

drive anywhere and shop at a physical store. The number of people shopping online will surely increase in 

the future. Without a need to drive to stores, it is highly likely that people will either get rid of their cars or 

drive them less often. 

[Restatement of the thesis] In twenty years, there will be fewer cars on the road because people will drive 

them less. [Summary] Instead, they will rely more upon public transportation to move around, and they will 

get their purchases delivered to their homes. [Closing] The roads will surely be much emptier two decades 

in the future. 

www.nhantriviet.com 	 451 



:Ltirl'-'11318tOrall 

Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Topic sentence 1 

many use cell phones 

for jobs 

Topic sentence 2 

just need to follow 

cell phone etiquette 

can't miss important phone calls 

reporter uncle always needs phone 

must have good manners 

require self-policing 

should speak more quietly 

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 

\ Usage of Cell Phones 
2 on Public Transportation 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People should not be allowed to use mobile (cell) phones when they use public transportation 

(e.g. buses, trains, and airplanes). 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Samp 

• Thesis 
	

I am not convinced that people should be banned from using their cell phones while 

taking public transportation. 

• Topic sentence 1 Lots of people need to use their cell phones for their jobs. 

Example 	My uncle, a reporter, constantly needs to use his cell phone in order to do his job. 

• Topic sentence 2  If people would just follow simple cell phone etiquette, there would be no need to ban 

their use on public transportation. 

Example 
	

People can just monitor their own behavior and speak more quietly so that they do not 

disturb others. 

• Conclusion 
	Many people need to use cell phones for their jobs even on public transportation, and 

there will not be any problems if all people remember their manners. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 



Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Ifrt,troduzi-ion, 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

I frequently see looks of disgust on some people's faces when others are being nuisances 

with their cell phones when I am on public transportation. 

B Thesis Statement 

4! -17-• 

	

	However; that is not enough to convince me that people should be banned from using their 

cell phones while taking public transportation. 

,On 1ftur Own 

A Topic Sentence 

Sample 

	

	
Lots of people need to use their cell phones for their jobs, which often require those people 

to be out in public. 

B Supporting Details 

	 7 These people have the right to work and earn a living. If they are banned from using their 

cell phones when on public transportation, they might miss important phone calls or other 

job opportunities. My uncle is a reporter. He is often moving from one place to another 

trying to cover stories. He is also on his cell phone a lot. He absolutely must use it to get his 

job done. There should not be any laws that prevent him from doing his job. 

On Your Own 
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Bo 2 
A Topic Sentence 

If people would just follow simple cell phone etiquette, there would be no need to ban their 

use on public transportation. 

B Supporting Details 

People merely need to remember their manners. Too many people speak too loudly when 

they are using their cell phones on a bus or the subway. There is no need for this, so they 

just need to self-police themselves. They should realize when they are talking loudly and 

then speak more quietly. This will make everyone happy. The people nearby will not be 

disturbed, and the person will still be able to talk on the phone. It is a win-win situation for 

everyone. 

CO-11,CiWit011, 

A Restatement of the Thesis 

Sample 
	

The usage of cell phones should not be banned when people are on public transportation. 

On Your Own 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	

Some people require them for their jobs, and there will not be any problems if all people 

remember their manners. I do not see a need for government intervention regarding this 

issue. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

People should not be allowed to use mobile (cell) phones when they use public transportation 

(e.g. buses, trains, and airplanes). 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFL® iBT Writing 
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Usage of Cell Phones on Public Transportation 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 
Yes No 

Daroduciien. 1. an opening sentence 0 El 
2. a clear thesis statement 12] El 

Body 3, clear topic sentences El 0 
4. specific and enough details 0 El 
5. clear flow of the ideas 0 El 

C071,CIASialt 6. a restatement of the thesis El 0 
7. a summary of the main points 

[Opening sentence] I frequently see looks of disgust on some people's faces when others are being 

nuisances with their cell phones when I am on public transportation. [Thesis statement] However, that is 

not enough to convince me that people should be banned from using their cell phones while taking public 

transportation. 

[Topic sentence -1.] Lots of people need to use their cell phones for their jobs, which often require those 

people to be out in public. [Supporting details] These people have the right to work and earn a living. If they 

are banned from using their cell phones when on public transportation, they might miss important phone 

calls or other job opportunities. My uncle is a reporter. He is often moving from one place to another 

trying to cover stories. He is also on his cell phone a lot. He absolutely must use it to get his job done. 

There should not be any laws that prevent him from doing his job. 

[Topic sentence 	Moreover, if people would just follow simple cell phone etiquette, there would be no 

need to ban their use on public transportation. [Supporting details] People merely need to remember 

their manners. Too many people speak too loudly when they are using their cell phones on a bus or the 

subway. There is no need for this, so they just need to self-police themselves. They should realize when 

they are talking loudly and then speak more quietly. This will make everyone happy. The people nearby 

will not be disturbed, and the person will still be able to talk on the phone. It is a win-win situation for 

everyone. 

[Restatement of the thesis] The usage of cell phones should not be banned when people are on public 

transportation. [Summary] Many people require them for their jobs, and there will not be any problems if all 

people remember their manners. [Closing] I do not see a need for government intervention regarding this 

issue. 
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ar:s-Jjfk,:, tDrsning 
Read the essay topic, and write your ideas. 

Thesis statement 

I disagree 
,o• 

Topic sentence 1 

has promoted 

understanding bit 

countries 

Topic sentence 2 

has made the world a 

smaller place / 

-„, 

brought the world closer together 	 business trips made shorter 

decreased misunderstandings 	 more wealth in societies 

no world wars since 1945 
	

father visits U.S. a lot 

Thesis statement 

Topic sentence 1 Topic sentence 2 

Social Effects: Cars vs. Airplanes 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Cars (automobiles) have had a greater effect on society than airplanes have. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
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Outlining 
Put your brainstorming ideas into the outline format. 

Sample 

• Thesis statement I believe that airplanes have affected society more than cars have. 

• Topic sentence 1  Airplanes have contributed to better understanding between people in different countries 

and cultures. 

Example 	Since people began visiting other countries in airplanes, there have been no world wars 

as people realize the differences between them are small. 

• Topic sentence 2 Airplane travel has made the world a smaller place. 

Example 	My father flies to the U.S. on business a lot since it is so close by plane. 

• Conclusion 	Airplanes have helped people in the world understand each other and live in harmony 

while also making societies more affluent by facilitating international trade. 

On Your Own 

• Thesis statement 

• Topic sentence 1 

Example 

• Topic sentence 2 

Example 

• Conclusion 
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Writing Your Draft 
Based on the outline, write your draft. 

Atindltdialt 
A Opening Sentence with an Attention Grabber 

Some people claim that cars have affected society much more than airplanes have. 

On Your Own 

B Thesis Statement 

A I believe that airplanes have affected society more than cars have. 

So 1 
A Topic Sentence 

Sample 
	

Airplanes have contributed to better understanding between people in different countries 

and cultures. 

On Your Own 

     

      

      

      

B Supporting Details 

Airplanes have brought people from different backgrounds in the world closer together, and 

this has helped decrease the number of misunderstandings that exist in the world today. 

For example, there has not been a major war involving several countries since the end of 

World War II, which ended in 1945. Not coincidentally, the jet age began right around then. 

In the past, many wars began because people did not understand or were afraid of people 

from other countries. Thanks to cheap, universal air travel, however, people are meeting 

foreigners more often and realizing that the differences between them are not all that great. 

There is less of a need to argue or fight with each other. 
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Social Effects: Cars vs. Airplanes 

Bo 2 
A Topic Sentence 

1111111M_All Airplane travel also has made the world a smaller place. 

On Your Own 

B Supporting Details 

This has helped create more wealth in societies by making business trips to other countries 

shorter. My father often flies from Korea to the United States on business. It takes him 

around eleven or twelve hours to get to the American west coast. In the past, he would 

have had to take a several-week- or several-month-long trip to get there. Now, airplanes 

can take people just about anywhere in the world in less than twenty-four hours. So people 

can conduct business in other countries with no problem all thanks to airplanes. 

On Your Own 

Can,d/W9i.Cit 
A Restatement of the Thesis 

Airplanes have been much more influential on society than automobiles. 

B Summary & Closing 

Sample 
	They have helped people in the world understand each other and live together in peace 

          

while also making societies more affluent by facilitating international trade. Cars are nice, 

but airplanes are more influential. 
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Completing Your Essay 
Based on the draft, complete your essay. 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

Cars (automobiles) have had a greater effect on society than airplanes have. 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

TOEFO iBT Writing 
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Social Effects: Cars vs. Airplanes 

Check if your essay contains all of the following components. 
Yes No 

Ifrarootactiatt, 1. an opening sentence 

2. a clear thesis statement 
❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

Body 3. clear topic sentences ❑ ❑ 

4. specific and enough details 

5. clear flow of the ideas ❑ ❑ 

Conciwcion 6. a restatement of the thesis ❑ ❑ 

7. a summary of the main points ❑ ❑ 

[Opening sentence] Some people claim that cars have affected society much more than airplanes have. I do 

not agree with them. [Thesis statement] I believe that airplanes have affected society more than cars have. 

[Topic sentence 1] For one, airplanes have contributed to better understanding between people in different 

countries and cultures. [Supporting details] Airplanes have brought people from different backgrounds in 

the world closer together, and this has helped decrease the number of misunderstandings that exist in 

the world today. For example, there has not been a major war involving several countries since the end 

of World War II, which ended in 1945. Not coincidentally, the jet age began right around then. In the past, 

many wars began because people did not understand or were afraid of people from other countries. 

Thanks to cheap, universal air travel, however, people are meeting foreigners more often and realizing 

that the differences between them are not all that great. There is less of a need to argue or fight with each 

other. 

[Topic sentence 2] Airplane travel also has made the world a smaller place. [Supporting details] This has 

helped create more wealth in societies by making business trips to other countries shorter. My father often 

flies from Korea to the United States on business. It takes him around eleven or twelve hours to get to 

the American west coast. In the past, he would have had to take a several-week- or several-month-long 

trip to get there. Now, airplanes can take people just about anywhere in the world in less than twenty-four 

hours. So people can conduct business in other countries with no problem all thanks to airplanes. 

[Restatement of the thesis] In conclusion, airplanes have been much more influential on society than 

automobiles. [Summary] They have helped people in the world understand each other and live together in 

peace while also making societies more affluent by facilitating international trade. [Closing] Cars are nice, 

but airplanes are more influential. 
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